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And makes the oes not find.“. 8 
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| the mind where reaſon. is habi- | 
tually paramount, gives _ bur for 8 
a moment to. the anarchy. o Om 
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1 the hafte in her 
Her abſence bad already given occa- | 
fon for ſurpriſe and inquiry; an 
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pad ſuggeſted a as its s probable cauſe, a fares 3 
well viſt t to old Deborah. 


It bad e been W b it 
bad produced a conſiderable degree of 
_ anxiety in the breaſts of thoſe who thought 
every moment of ber abſence an hour. 


Mary and Sir 8 bout to 

| have come in ſearch of her, when from the 

_ windows of the room where they were they 
ſaw her approach. They ran towards her, 

and Mary, in accents of ſolicitude and Sic 

William in thoſe of reproach, e in- 

SR gonad, whore the had keen. „ 
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. with Deborah, „ faid Ellen, a 555 2 
Gantly che tone of her voice betrayed the 
emotion which {till agitated her, and which 
the diſcompoſure of her countenance, and 
the trembling ot her loabs, made ſtill more 
evident. TEEN 
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06 « Why, hy 1 you go there p aid | 
* Mary,. that poor creature's. gratitude 
was ſure to be too much for you: how | 
much better had it been that you had 1 
playing and finging with us.” 8 12 1575 


Pu 


2 I will play and fin ng _ you now,” | 
| Gid Ellen, and in a hurried and fluttered 
manner haſtily ſat down to the harpſichord; > 
| the touched the keys, but it was diſcord, _ 


| not barmony, that ſhe produced. W 


eye was fixed, upon her. Her father drew 
near with the extremeſt anxiety, and Sir 
William, who had kept cloſe to her from 
the moment he had met her, ſaid, with a 
tone of chagrin and reproach, ** this viſit 
to an gd woman has e N 
ed you.“ ; 
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returned the, and N 29 1 e let 
me ſpeak | to you.” ) 
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arm n wh wailt; he bad n che . 
ns ti n eee Aus Mr. into ano- 
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bee a „ Cofbnable. burſt of tears T6. 
lieved the almoſt burſting heart of Ellen: 5 5 
But recovered from this agitation, ſhe 
ſought | to quiet, by a recital of every cir- 5 
cumſtance; the agonizing” alarm that e 
1 perceived * had ſeized ber father, The 0 
narrative, however far from alleviating,” ns -- 
Creaſed every apprebenſton he had before 

felt: Init} he thought he ſaw the wreck of 
Ellen's happineſs, and in her bappineſs that 
of her reputation. He thought! he ſaw the 
intended marriage with Sir William bro- 
ken, and broken from a tevived paſſion for 
another man; a paſſion which ought to 
have been extinguiſhed before ſuch a mar- 
Triage had been thought of. But he knew not 
Ellen; ; he knew not, that the ſevereſt ſuf. 
ferings for another, fearleſs for- herſelf, 
could not turn ber aſide from the path of 


. nn and reaſon. He ſaw her agitated, 
| alarmed, ; 
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| 3 and un bad 


them, He remained ſilent and thunder- 
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<6 Let me entreat. you,” 1 7 . to 
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| | op nid he! diftingui = 
ed not the ſource from: whence” thoſe feel. 

ings aroſe. He could not hope that it was 

alone pity and fear-for Henry that excited 


eee what to eee or 
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890 to Mr. Thoraton, let. bim ſeek out the, 5 5 
wretched Henry, let him, if pofible, bool. . 


his ; deſperation, : and lead him to Patience,” ö | 
Þ And Sir William What ſhall 1 5 


bi to Sir W ifiam 5 25 e OR oy 4 


5/0 1 in el bim my every ching.” Py: 
« Ten bim! What will you rl him 7% 
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ce A that has eta.” * am "Eo be 
will) join in ny commiſeration for the un- 


I 4 \ 1 
4 „ 


Me ” Motta" £6” "his fa fubſde, 


and his hopes revive. « 80 untoward a cir _ 
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cumſtance, | faid he heſitating, may 
Pe: 2 excite in Sir William's | mind 5 


. [Nothin but compaſſion furely ; 5 Shank: 
otherways can it affect Sir William? have 
1 ever diſavowed my affection to Henry? 
Have I ever pretended that 1 renounced 
him from any conſideration but that of 
duty? The circumſtance of to-night has 
| not altered the grounds of that renuncia · 
tion; it has not ſhaken the eſteem, the 
love I have for Sir William : They were 
not founded upon the abſence of Henry, 
but upon the good qualities and kind af- 
fections of Sir William. My deſigns and 
my ſentiments are unaltered. J will in- 
- deed confeſs my happineſs i is conſiderably 
jeſſened. I had been taught to believe 
that Henry too had facrificed his firſt love 


1 . gat the ſhrine of filial duty: This belief 


did not form a motive for my own con- 
duct, but it contributed largely to the bap- 
pineſs I hoped to draw, from it. 1 cannot 


be . While Henry is ſo perfectly 7 
wretched, . 


. PLAIN SENSE. 1 


wretched, and made ſo by me. Bot had I 
. known the true tate of his mind ſome 
months ago, ſhould I not ſtill have acted 
f as I have done? I was not to hold myſelf 
- accountable to him ; and now I do:know 
It, can it, ought it to have any influence 
on my e 1255 | 
N « My dear Ellen, y you are e every SR 
that a father can wiſh, 1 80 are e Woug Oe 
eee ee 5 
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| ton in purſuit of our poor ee, and 
beg $ Sir Wilkam wil come to e 
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"The PTY of a e. 5 . that Sir Fo 
William, had undergone. during this con- 
verſation, no words can deſcribe; nor had 

te feelings of the reſt of the party been 

much leſs acute. On the rerura Me.. 
Mordaunt hrs jo al Song Fw bim. . 


r * * 
» 6 * — „ a 7 
7 7 . : A ; 

* + * oy = — 

7 ; pl 


; $ 45 > 6 Mio 2h on 175 8 
; P . 8 > 
F 8 * * a Y 30 * 4 3 3 
34 r 
0 ; = F | 
* ” F 
3 * 


—. ———ĩ—r nes rey OS es +4 ate arp 
o 


: „ "WT ng . 
o ö ih 
l 5 "RON ; 2 * . h 
- " 
3 x, £ , 33 K *. " 2 = "2% 


R 
” a - 
N pe BE $2) . 
10 . 7 5 


8 105 PLATN SENSE, 


| e Dot be altrmed; there is no harm. 
| —Ellen' has ſeen Henry. But go, my 


dear Sir William, go, and hear from her- 


ſelf all that has paſſed; chere is nothing to 


be regretted ir in the affair but the en of © 


poor Beh N 135 
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| Seen Henry!“ repeated every voice, 
when Mr. Nerdaunt Ae _ 
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8 « Nothing to'' be . but” the 


miſery of poor Henry!“ ſaid Sir William, 


and ruſhed . to the 1 room into e 5 
Ellen had W 7 8 e e ee 


held out to 


She met bim with her 


him, „ Come, my beſt friend, come, and 


with your kindneſs ſooth the agitation, 


that compaſſion for the ee, A 
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e ee PLAIN FITY | | TY 
/ 4 1 eyes over low? and or | whoſe loſs ; 


. e bitterneſs of your regrets robs eyen 5 


w bridal hour of ee pe 1 


1 4 e ich boch a boch“ lai a 2 
der Ellen, if my heart did not ſink 5 
within me, if my whole frame were not 
diſcompoſed by having been witneſs of his 
diſtreſs, 1 ſhould. be unworthy of your 
eſteem or my on. —Henty was my firſt, 

and had not inſuperable obſtacles interpoſ 
ed, would have. been my only choice; 24 but . 
when I bowed before thoſe obſtacles, it 
was in a full and perfect ſenſe, without any 


mental reſervation, without any lurking 


hope whatever, that 1. ſaid I renounced 
him, With equal ſincerity, with equal 
2 ſingleneſs of heart, I have avowed, that 
your merits and your affections have made 
fuch an impreſſion on my mind, that in 


conſenting! to paſs. the whole of my life 


with you, I believe I have ſecured a pure 
and rational felicity for the remainder of 


my; days. The circumſtance of this night, 
| 55 5 WEE DON 
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mind, has made no alteration in its 25 
timents; and 1 ſhall to-morrow become 
your wife with the ſame deſires, with the 

ſame ſatisfaction, the ſame affections, and 
the ſame hopes, that I ſhould nei; end 
05 my hand RO? CS 


ee it bas elouded * ſerenity wins 


N 2 7 * 


. In fack an' . you ſeem to EY 5 
me all I can aſk ; yet, how far ſhort is ſuch 
modified regard, of the ardent and ex- 
N love'l Bear _ IDO e. 


5 Be aſſured, 3 ee Ellen een 
that no love can be more excluſive than 
mine, if you mean to confine” the ſenſe of 
that word to the love that a wife ought to 
bear her huſband; if indeed you extend it 
to all the ſolicitudes of friendſhip, or family 
affection, know, that I never felt ſuch a 


love] am incapable of feeling ſuch a love, 
and if I were conſcious of any rendencies | 
towards i it I . think 1 on to ex- 
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* « You never lk ſuch 2. + love?” 1 yy 


has” 


< 40 8 45 engagements that n now 
- Cabkiſt between us is. a proof of it. Had 
"not a patent, had not my friends, had not 


my duties, had each their ſhare. in my 


heart, would thoſe ties ever have been ; 


broken, „upon the diſſolution of which thoſe 
chat now GARE enen, os! 1 me have 


d. 
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i 4 1 may 1 bs able,” cried's Sir Wit 

1 tenderly embracing her, to connect 

an ardent if not an excluſive love. for me, 
With all the energies of ſuch a ara 
"ow nll” * be the owt bleſt of men.) N. 


1 cc Doubt hank you will do Add 1 „ ; 


| believe otherways, no conſideration whats 
; 4 ever ee Induce me is become. your 
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iam” had then baden ak len 
to the circumſtances of Henry's ſudden ap- 
pearance and as ſudden departure. He 
liſtened, but certainly with no compaſſion 
correſponding to that felt by the relator ; 
for, as he had a deeply-rooted - fear of 
Henry's influence over the mind of Ellen, 
= he” was not without a tdi wards 
ething W e hatred. 

8 33 
Ene n ſhe 200g! all this 8 
avoided from a ſentiment · of delicacy, to 
preſs upon Sir William's obſervation the 
extent of Henry's wretchedneſs, and the 
ſenſe ſhe had of it; and Sir William, though _ 
be ſhrunk from every particular chat re- 
_ preſented” Ellen as tenderly touched for 
Henry, ſhewed an eager curioſity after the 
- moſt minute circumſtance that had paſſed, 
he fought to draw ſomething like cenſure 
of the vehemence Henry had diſcovered 
from the lips of Ellen: But this he ſought 
for in vain; the accents of the pureſt ſin- 
cerity were ever on i thoſe lips, nor did any 
: | 4] e 
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dic efi ment of tai ever betray 
her into the wanderings of duplicity, and 
bu"! felt only the moſt lively and tender 
compaſſion for the ſorrows of Henry: She 

> Lone ſhe had herſelf been deceived as td 

the ſtate of his mind, and e no doubt 

but that equal deceit had been practiſed to- 
wards him, though the nature of the falſs 
hood was probably different: She could 
impute his indiſcreet appearance, his vehe- 
mence, and his diſtraction, only to his hav- 

ing been kept deſignedly in ignorance of the 

real ſituation in which ſhe had been for ſome 
time paſt, and from i its Baving at length 
reached him in its full extent, and in ſo 
8 a manner, as to ſuſpend for a time 

all the reſtraint of reaſon and of prudence: 
All blame, therefore, was far from her 
mind, and never was anxiety more painful 5 
than that ds ent his account, * GT: 
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Mr. T "IP aan e te. 
ia e her that he had traced Henry 
back to his en, . d ſervants not 5 5 
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having 8 any orders from him): K 1 
waited at the parſonage, from the moment he 
quitted i it until he returned, that having 
put himſelf. into it he had driven back 40 
the next Inn, where changing horſes, he 
bad again purſued his journey evidently 
with a deſign to eſcape as ſoon as he could 
from a place which overwhelmed. him with 
recollections he was unable to bear. 
Ellen could not hope to hear any thing 
more conſolatory; yet the idea of Henry a 
fogitive, under the guidance only of his 
ungoverned paſſions, flying from her, and 
ſuffering for her, fixed a pain in her heart, 
that no conſiderations on the rectitude of 
her own conduR, or the probable proſpect 
2 happineſs before her could remove: Her 
"te participation in her ſorrows by Sis 
William. It would have been, on his part, 
| the ſureſt means of avoiding the evil he 
dreaded; but / ſhe bebeld him with re- 
gret and apprehenſion, gloomy and ſilent: 
His attentions towards her wore rather ne 
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would have been a frank and | 


PLAIN 3n082, - 1 * 


air eb ſafpicion MID G tenderneſs, PH 


- - ſeemed to ſuggeſt to her the propriety we 


; concealing. feelings, which ſhe could not 


but confider, not only as unavoidable, but 


| eee 5 . 
"The evening wore e away with Kale farif | 
| blen on any fide, and Ellen retired to 
her apartment with a fear for the peace of 
her future life; which not the ſudden ap- 
4 pearance of Henry, not thoſe recollections 


that it had awakened in her, but the diſ-— 


poſi itions which it ſeemed to have betrayed 
in Sir William bad . on her mind. 


When Ellen append. at breakfaſt hs 
next morning, her countenance wore an 
air of thoughtfulneſs, which no one in her 
preſent. circumſtances could reprove, but 
| ſhe had endeavoured, as much as poſſible, 
to baniſh all ſadneſs from it. The gay af 
fection that ſparkled in Sir William? s eyes, 


and the ardent love with which they eie 


5 n towards her, did! more in one inſtant 
. e e towards 
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8 producing this &ffe&t, « chan all * 
reflections and reſolutions, fo A through 
= e e bad ban able 10 accom- 
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. ae my amet love, Ties 5 
ſaid Sir William, ** all that laſt nighi > al | 
look. like diſtruſt, or diſcontent, on my 
part. My feelings might perhaps condemn, 
but my judgment wholly acquitted. you; 
and WhO will wonder that knows the real 

15 value of my Ellen 8 heart, that a fear, how- | 
Ever. urjuſtly. founded, that is was not 


1 wholly. mine, ſhould. overwhelm. me with | 
3 . 9 WH 5 e 
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wa My dear Sir Willam, only do your- 


fa Juſtice, and you will never have any : ; 


fear concerning my heart thar can 8 you 


8 5 e unealineſs.“ „ 
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„ "P! William densbied, embraced her, 
5 and Ellen's almoſt loft hope, that the road 


_ 


which her reaſon had p- 


| a5 ſure to lead h ä began to revive.” 
N „ 


ointed out to her, 5 
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| The marriage ceremony was per c rme : 
by Mr. Thornton: Mrs. Thornton and 


_ her daughter attended Te ou 
to church, and there they parted. The 


+ 


pain of this parting | ſcene was mitigated on 


all fides by a firm „ 
the Thorntons, that many months ſhould: 7 
not elapſe before they vilited Berkſhire, * | 
Gy barlotte accompanied her Her, and 
Mr. and Mrs. Mordaunt and their eldeſt | 


F were to join them at Oakley it 
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| To Ovkley 1 Ellen W 1 journey, 
but in the fituation of this country 
reſidence of Sir William” 5 there was one 
circumſtance, that ſince the adventure of the 
Preceding day, Ellen b * adverted 1 to _ > 
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Oakley was fituated ſcarcely half a mile 
_ diſtant from the ſmall houſe belonging to 
Lord Villars, to which he had retired on 
the death of his ſon. It. was not the uſual 
| mince of the family, ** ſhe knew | it was 
a a favo- 
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a | favofite foe with ar 4 a . to 
which he frequently reſorted, to purſue the 


| ſports of the field; ſhe could not hope that 

| he would ſoon be able to ſee her with the 

: compoſute, without which. he ought not to 
ſee her at all; and ſhe felt hurt at being 

| the. cauſe of baniſhing him from a place, 
where, in the "I 

might probably have found the moſt eligi- EY 


preſent ſtate of his mind, he 


ble; from the diſtraction and regrets that 
upon his heart. She feared his re- 8 ; 
ſource might be again to quit England, and 

in this continued eſtrangement from his 


| —_— and family, ſhe foreſaw a probable - 


— 


his happineſs and principles ; 
formed to be an uſeful and a&iye member 


change in his character, and manner of 


thinking, extremely to the diſadvantage of 
ſhe knew bim 


of ſociety, capable of fulfilling,” with honor 
to himſelf and advantage to others, any ci- 
vil or political duty which. his rank in 
life, or the circumſlances of his country 
might- call him to. To have him Waſte his 
| Exiſtence, in ada n 8 kent one n 
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court 1 another, diffehcdrom! 'every ood 
tic and every national iconnexion, a prey to 
uſeleſs repining, or the victim of frivolous 
pleaſures, was an idea that filled her mind 
with the moſt painful diſquietude, a diſ- 
quietude that aroſe almoſt beyond endu- 55 
rance, when ſhe ventured to aſk herſelf the 
nen „What has driven him to chis?'” 


8 4 1 8 4 93938 4: 5 1 : F 118 x 7 
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12 Sir William bſerved; with: chagrin, her 
anxjety, and the ſolicitude with which the 
_ defired to hear ſomething of Her | 
every other particular he rene rhiok | 
W w molt ee of men- 

+ teh 7 e WES 
The e er Ellen's Perlen 
verſation, the ſweetneſs of her temper, and 
the unfeigned affection that her every ac- 
tion maniſeſted towards him, left him no- 
thing to wiſh,” had he known how to have 
ener his wiſhes by the: rule 1 "reaſon." 
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{ak FR OY Sir tins was Sales IR 
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of 


| Guable nor amiable. 1 nder all the exte- ; 
VVV 


_ own gratifications; niggardiy in promoting 


cboſe of others; he ove Elen wilt the | 


y: of paſſion, but he love: 


bee i weh 10 We 60 Went bene it ff 


os bee „Ladeeia MF it re 1 | | 


any other ſhould have a ſhare. The mild- 


neſs of her manners and the reaſonableneſs 


of her cendutt. Witt the eomplacent/ftate 


of mind that belongs to a ſucceſsful lover, 


Ackland {dating A H his life, were t-] 
men, of diſtinct and 3 nene 
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Had proferved. him during his reſidence in e 

berland from every poſſibility of 

„ his natural di ſpaſſtion, and wuh- 

out deſigning to practiſe any: deception, Sir 

8 mne es pre In the firſt months of e 
me dge of him, and Sir William vo 


= 


It wðas, ditaver, one dein And by de- 5 
W 5 5 
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was dilcloſed to the unwilling obſervation of 


Ellen, and it was not until every doubt was 
done away, in the moſt calamitous certainty, 
that Ellen would allow herſelf to believe 

that the man who could appear reaſonable, 
obliging, kind and generous, was, in truth, 
unperſuadeable, harſh, violent, and ſelfiſh. 
But the diſcovery was not yet made—the 
preſent hour was all harmony, and the 
e e 0 before ey? FR 


| She was Joined by the family, f fois Giaby 
Atawor, at the time appointed, and ſhe learnt 
with a ſatisfaction that baniſhed all ſadneſs 
from her mind, that Henry had ſignified 
his defign to his father of taking up his 
abode in England; he was at preſent en- 
gaged in making an excurſion to the North 
of Scotland, but he had promiſed to join 
his father at the Park at Chriſtmas. 
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In truth, however vehement and reſtleſs 
Henry might have been, while his mind was 


Nee beten _ and fear, and while 
2 inaction 
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wwaftion on his part might be a to | 
the loſs of his happineſs, he had no ſooner 
recovered from. the paroxyſm of grief and 

deſpair, into which the conſummat ion of 
his misfortune had thrown him, than he 
rouſed all the faculties of his mind to bear 
with the conſtancy and dignity of a rational 
creature, griefs that no impatience or N re 
get could 1 in 1 75 wy _— i; WE 


ot Ellen! 8 A _ Ellen” 8 a 1 


he was enamoured. He looked around, 
and in his idea ſaw nothing equal to her 
on earth; and he felt that however impelled 
by paſſion, or miſled by fancy, he might in 
any future hour be tempted to form a tem- 
Porary engagement with another woman, 
that there was no other whom the ſanction 
of his judgment could allow as worthy to 
ſucceed Ellen in his affections as a wife; 
teaſt of all could the frivolous, the i incon- 
ſequent Lady Almeria be worthy; he con- 
ſidered her too as the efficient cauſe that 
had ſcparated bim from Ellen, and if to 
e other / 
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other women he were indifferent, to Lady 
Almeria be was eee, e Dl ad 
| 1 B08 in 8 who no — 

: dw ever campel him to accept of her as 
a wife, he wiſhed to ſoften the obduracy of 
his oppoſition to his father's will as much as 

poſſible.) It was in this light that he tuned | 
with diſapprobation from the! idea that had 
once appeared ſeducing to him, of liring 

ke a vagabond upon earth, wandering from 
mY ne pans where ahomes 


DW 1-4 iv . 1 i Tens, I _ 
2 country, ſaid: he, deareſt Ellen, with 7 
what delight, animated by your approba- 
tion, ſhould: 1 have endeavoured to have 
fulfilled my duties to them all. Lour love 
muſt no longer be my reward. But your 
virtue thall be my ſtimulator, your eye ſhall 
follow me through life, and it Thall not 
_+ tr the e of nes ane, i 
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Three days. after ihe marriage of Elen 
Henry was ſofficiently maſter. of himſelf to N 
| ba eee and to write the fol- 
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22 m 8 ik become me, my Lord, to 


Ker n ee 0 ee . 


reproach you for the. deſolatigs you have ö 5 
brought upon me, I wiſh my wrongs to be 


as ſilent, as they are now hopeleſs of redreſs ; 
I would willingly impute ſome part of them 
to miſtake, and that the fatal conſequences 
of ſuch miſtakes may ſpread. no farther, it; 
behoves me, my Lord, to ſpeak with he 
3 unequivocal frankneſs as to my pre- 
E fave ſentiments, and my future deſigns—let | 
me GALLEN: ON: Pn: while 1 do ſo. 


20 The de 1 e to gau 5 
Lordſhip: is unlimited obedience; bu the | 
cireumſtances i in 3 Lam placed render . 
ſuch a duty impoſi 


the hand of vine herſelf improfied. upon 


le. That image which 


my; heart; that affection that was once 15 x : 


. II. „ W | honoured 
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ded by your: Lordſhip? action, muſt 
and will remain the cheriſhed inmate of my 


breaſt, until the warm current of life ceaſes 


to flow, and the power of memory i is ſoſ⸗ . 


—_ 


pended. 
will be now no huſband; my Lord: 


Bur, with this exception, I will endeavour + 


to be every thing that your Lordſhip can 


deſire. If Iam taught to hope, that upon 


this condition I may be allowed to reſume 


wy plate in your family, and to participate 
in the bleſſings of domeſtic ſociety, | will 


rather endeavour to find a balm fer my 


_gicks in the ſcrupulous diſcharge of my 

duty to my relations and country, than ſeek 

an aſylum in ſome foreign land, where 

buried from all obſervation, I once in- 


tended, J and my ſorrous ſhould be men- 


tioned no more. But if O pardon me, 
55 my Lord, that Tam obliged: to be thus 
t peremprory, if ſtill the perſecuti n, which 
in its progreſs has involved me in fo much 
Aänzels; is to be carried on, then, my 


„ Lord, 
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Lord tall 1 be enen, to bid. fake to 


9 5 


1280 js 8 are not to ohe ian nor 
will I, by allowing of the apparent poſſibi- 
lity of my wavering, be acceſſary to any 
prolongation of hope in the breaſt of your 
Lordſhip, or of any other intereſted in my 


« 10 eptroar your Leddes that 4 my 1 


: unalterable reſolves may be made known in 
| the moſt explicit manner to any whom you 
may imagine they may concern. I would 

5 willingly in my own perſon be ſaved a 

: harſhneſs towards thoſe who may conceive. | 

; they have a title to even ſomething more 

. than gratitude from me, but if your Lord- 

, | ſhip is averſe from ſaving me this unplea- 


ſantneſs, I-ſhall be conſtrained rather ta 
incur the eaſes of nbi chan whoſe ; 
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at this place until Iam 


continue 
favoured with your 1 
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dend my mind to it, | 
ps interview with Ellen, and the de | 
tion that he had manifeſted; and his mind 
had been filled with the moſt lively appte- 
benſions in conſequence. There was no 
: euttemity that he had not feared Henry 


＋ 


* 


2 ? * > . o > „ : 1 { f N 2 . * : : 
* . 7 nd . wy 1 * f 1 5 7 0 # ; LE * 3 * 
1 4 OP 17 4 5 8 * z 


* At 4. 0 it was written: i hone. 
—_ nothing leſs than- a formal renuncia- 
tion of the hole ſex for Ellen's ſake, but 
Lord Villars little feared that a man of Hen- 
s years, and Henry's diſpoſition, would 
turn hermit. His deſire of being upon 
amicable terms with his father, and his pur- 
poſe of continuing in England perſuaded 
Lord Villars that time bre e N 
| all "_w ane 155 wiſhed. - 5407 
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* 
6 * * * 


* ede t has e ek. - 


"ihe 


: Al or any other woman ſhould be of- 


fered to his acceptance, and manifeſted the 
moſt parental concern for his preſent” ſuf · 
ferings.. _ *«Sufferings, he ſaid, which made 
his own heart bleed, and which nothing 
but the moſt cruel neceſſity could ever have 
induced him to have inflicted on a fon, 
whom he loved as he did his e own fouk =: 
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dis reaſon and his fortitude could ſupport. 
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©/Protidiſes and profeſſions coſt Bunz Vik 


"Ain nothing, they. were equally for the 
preſent moment without reference for the 


paſt, or thought of the future. He knew, 


: indeed, how, by the colouring he could 
give to any after events, to. keep his pro- 


miſe to the ear and break 1 it to the ſenſe.” 
He defired Henry to come directly to the 


Park, where, whatever Lord Villars did, 
Lady Villars longed to ſee him. Henry 


had accordingly made them a viſit of a few 
days, but at the expiration of that time 


| had gone upon a tour into the Highlands, 


hoping by the means: of a variety. of objects, 


and conſtant change of place, a little to 


blunt the ed ge of thoſe regpembrances, 
"id while they preſerved: their preſent 


acuteneſs, were, at moments, more than 
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4 I knew a wench married in an afternoon, as he 
t went to the garden for W to e a e 


4 a. ſo may Folks” | 
SHAKESPEARE: 


- ORD VILLARS TRY 155 clan had Bl 
been among ſome of Ellen's firſt vi- 
firors: From the offenſive flatteryand i ſtudied 
fondneſs of Lord Villars, ſhe could not but 
turn with undiſguifed averſion, but in the . 
friendſhip and partiality of Lady Villars 5 


ſne ee a vo ſincere ene ich 


* 


5 Villars: had no . idea of : 
the whole merit of Ellen' s conduct, but ſhe 
thought herſelf under important obligations 
1 15 her for the readineſs with which ſhe had 
ih C4 | quitted ; 
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quitted her rights to a connexion with | 
her ſon, a connexion, which Lady Villars 
honeſtly believed would bave been attended 
with the moſt fatal conſequences. to her 8 


whole N 


es 


Lady Villars 8 as in „Ellen's "2 
pibſens fi ituation, as in what ſhe. thought 8 
due reward for the generous ſelf denial the | 


had practiſed in her conduct towards Henry: 


But when ſhe ſaw with What Ppropriety 7 
Ellen ſupported the rank of life in which 
ſhe was placed, how ſhe adorned and ani- 
mated ſociety, and how ſhe conciliated the 
affections of all who approached her, ſhe 
ſideration, however powerful, ſhould have 
ſtood in her way, to the ſecuring to herſelf 


bend a te and: her on ben, 


* Wim Land and Lond Villars came Lady 
Almeria; From Lady Villars, whoſe inte · 
 grity forbade her concurring in any decep · 
"ns learnt e of 1 6 
letter, : 


li 


— 


... . ̃²—ũ⅛! : 


— — 


ran R. e 8 


2 letter; FEY FOE knew a her des 
were bound with willow, but her heart : 
ſeemed not the leſs light for this; ſhe 


rattled, laughed, danced, rode and walked: 


with the gaieſt and happieſt of her compa- 
nions, made a jeſt df Henry's: cruelty, and a 
rallied Ellen on her charms, which Joſt no 
part of their aſcendency even over a hapleſs _ 
lover. Ellen's gravity upon ſuch. occaſions 
would have taught any one but the inſenſi- 1 
ble Lady Almeria reſerve upon this ſab- 
ject; but Lady Almeria had a love of miſ- 


chief in her diſpoſition, which no conſidera- 
tion for another was ſufficient to check her 


in the gratification of, and though ſhe had . 


no pleaſure in tormenting Ellen, the thought 


it 1 9 gr to: make, dir r ee : 


wt 


"7 


To a 0 gil! of little more ues 1 . 


aſt - forty. ſeemed 4 5 


teen Sir William at paſi 
Methuſalem, and ſhe thought i it comical to 


knit his brow and pout, by talking of the 
eee 5 ang rival. 


. 5 
7 1 
* a 8 ; 
* 
# x 
: 1 a 
A ” 5 9 P . 2 ; < 1 
7 5 8 r 
= — . . - - 12 - * 
= —_—— D— — * % 9 af er "I . = ry 5 — 3 * 
— — — - dam. So 2 RF F * CO ent art - Fe Ia r 3 E - 
| — — . — Ia 7 - * ö - NI TIEN. — 2 * bs 
: . = * 5 1 * — 4 - ” "2 mw — 3 ee 2 5 — ge” — 2 TIN. 2 RE, by * - : 

8 _ Cn, RT U 8 -— _— © > 5 * ot _— * . SN AA on Rs AS. - 3 * — 8 IE F £ of Hat Wo - 
CS, r 7 . * — Y ang; n Se r n URI uh TN fe . * YE" — Sv" 7 N py] hs 
E 2 — 8 n — — 4 N SED $5 "3G eh EE ee "IF "II 5 - 

* r . * 0 = Fre ? : _ 9 0 7 ge X 
=> * r 1 — 3 — _ 


es 


7 4 
** 
h 1 
- 
—ů—— — —— 
—— 1E 2 ern DI SAS en — — 


make the old gentleman (as ſhe called him) 


£ * 
VA 6 
9 A * 
7 7 ; 
„ ' 
4 
2 7 x 7 
» 


—— 


r + Bt 
2 * —— * 
p 5 — 2 


* e C IS C2 
, ea Ee ER de 
= * * a n 
* 2 


34 . PLATN SENSE. - 


Lady villars would have ceprefoc> . 
impertinence, but Lady Almeria was incor- 
rigible, for joined to no common degree of 
inconſideration, ſhe was ſenſible of the im- 
portance ſhe was of to the family, and was 
not unconſcious that in ſpite of the preſent 
coldneſs of Henry, Lord Villars had not 
reſigned his hopes of r her one _ 
his g erg 5 e 
Sbe egen ven ea both Tod. ; 
LEY Lady Villars with a kind of civil inſo- 
lence, and very openly afſerted her right of 
having her own way in every thing: She 
did not want talents, or diſcernment, and 
the deſpiſed Lady Villars as much for the 
narrowneſs of her underſtanding as ſhe did 
| Lord Villars for the ſordiduels of his views. 


| | ks villas 1 TIER) all this in W | 
ration of the number of her eſtates, but 
Lady Villars ſoon conceived a decided 
diſlike to her, and a deep rooted fear of her 
ecxer . the wite of her ſon; this 
e 55 - _ diſlike 
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diſlike and 658 fear were rendered more 
lively by the compariſon ſhe daily made 


3 between her character and that 5 Ellen. 7 


B91 Lord Villars Hopes. + Lady vi- 


x lars fears were alike unfounded, and were 
one proof more, added to the thouſands 
that occur every day, tat if the ſufferings 
of life were to be confined to actual misfor - 
tunes, the mountain of human woes which 


now ſeems ſo immenſe, and extended, 


would ſhrink into a mole-hill, of a ſize fo 


fmall as almoſt to eſcape obſervation. It is, 
| however, inſeparable from our nature, that 
dur ſufferings ſhall be more from what we 


e than from what we feel, and in reck- 


oning the ſorrows attached to our exiſtence 


here, we are to eſtimate not what is but | 


what In is e _ be. 


ae the j joyous cincts that Ellen e on 
her marriage had drawn round her at Oak- { 


ley, her brother was not e | 
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He had 3 e under the. private . 
ition where Mr. Mordaunt had placed . 7 
on his return from Jamaica, until of a ſuſſi- 
. cient age to be ſent to college, and at eigh- 

| teen he had bees removed to ende 
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MI. Mordaunt 8 FEY 1 92 
bis wife on the character of his ſon, had 
_ ſuffered him to ſpend as little time as poli- 
ble at Groby Manor, while he continued a 
ſchool boy, and after his remdval to Oxford 
had continued ſo to fill up his vacations 
with ſome pleaſurable ſcheme or other, as 
: almoſt totally to baniſh him from thence, 
without any appearance of deſign. or un- 
kindneſs. But be was now: grown to man- 
| hood, and precautions of this kind were. no. 
longer poſſible or neceſſary; nor cauld Mr. 
Mordaunt any longer refuſe himſelf the ſa- 
tisfaction of aſſociating with his ſon, eſpe · 5 
5 cially as he flattered himſelf, that his own 
opinions might probably now have more 
influence over bim than thoſe of his ma- 
cher. £77 


William 


ol their acquaintance they became inſepa- 
Lord. Villars f that if he did 


was under his diree- 


8 
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Landy Andes liſtened in eee ind 
witl an inſolent non- chalance to his lecture, I 
and when he had ended it, twiſting her ſaſh | 
- ribbon round her arm as ſhe went out of 
the room, replied between her teeth, We | 


”» 3 


muſt wait t until 1 am n one und- N chen. + 


11 1 HINTS hb But wait, il ts 
oft Lord Villars could dare to hope from 
her, and from his own machinations during 

tis period of expectation, he was to look 

for what further was wanting to his ſucceſs. 
From his uſual coadjutrice Mrs. Mor- 
daunt, he could not in this caſe expect any 
aſſiſtance, for however deſirous ſhe might 
be to promote the intereſts of her nephew 
in general, when they came in competition 
with thoſe of her: ſon, they could not be 
expected to have any but a fecond place. 

She had ſeen the growing fondneſs between 

him. and Lady Almeria, and had ſecretly 
reſolved to do all in her power to forward 

it. It had been obſerved by Mr. Mordaunt 
| wth very different wiſhes and views, but he 
| | | wiſely | 


3 
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a 1 chougi a Sen inattention to 


what was going on the moſt likely method 
of preventing a fancy from growing into a 
prejudice, and he imagined if his ſon were 
not led by oppofition into making engage- 
ments with himſelf, not to give up Lady 


Almeria, that the preſent partiality would 
Probably end in a boy and girl's f 
enen 1 een n, Barthes atme, 


1th 


uv tho's piecipitancy af: ak Amen 
paſſions rendered the plans of hinderance 


on the part of Lord Villars and Mr. Mor- 


daunt, and thoſe of aſſiſtance on the part of 


Mrs. ee Wen vain . aa E:: 


"Lads 1 had liſtened. to Lock vn. 


hw with the moſt apparent iadifference, 


but this did not ariſe from her being care- 
Heſs as to his oppoſition to her deſigus, but i 
from her reſolution that all ran from 


| whatever! 1 ſhould: "oP vain. 
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She went ire&y from Lord Villa te 
William Mordaunt, ſhe found him brad. 


_ WO 1 8 ſome 1 his . ee 


„ „„ om 6a ta 


44 Bi: _—_ KY he fad the, 61 
: eee to ſay to you; Guardy, (for 4 
ſo the was accuſtomed in contempt to call 3 
5 Lord Villars)'* Guardy,“ ſaid ſhe, When by. 
| they: were alone, * has been fulminating- c 
bai interdi& againſt my becoming your 
wife. Neither his honor or bis conſcience, 
forſooth, can allow of ſo unequal a con- 
nekion Thar i is, his honor deſigns to give 
my perſon to his ſon, Who cares not a pin 
for me, and his conſcience appropriates my 
fortune as the proviſion for his younger 
children; but if I and my money are to go 
dt tuin they ſhall go my own way. He will 
not find me ſo ſoon moralized and ſenti- 
mamentalized out of my rights as he found 
your ſiſter Ellen. What ſay you? Are you 
inclined to truſt my conflancy through all 
RR battleings and all the temptations with | 


| which it will be aflaulted in the next four 
5: 9 . years; 


„ mc fd 3 ww wo = „ Mw wa, " fg 


4 


een subsE. 


8 years z 6 or will you make ort wth of i it, 
and meet me with a Chaiſe: and four at the 
corner of the park wall, at one in the morn- 
ing, and away to Scotland. and let Guardy 1 
tty, with all his 725 and dee 7” 
* to orertake us N . 5 


_ Te 0 5 a moment ih in che 0 8 
of the ſun, in ſpite of all the. 7 and 15 


all the coach horſes i in the world,” " 


£ # * Pg * 


treſſed damſel; let us do the matter quietly, 


Lord, it does not ſhine, but no matter, the 

ſtars will do as well. Iwill be punctual o 

the minute, if you are out of caſh I can 
ſupply. you, I received my quarierage two 


| IS 


£ 
. 


" . 1 . 1 : "By 1 ' 2 : 
4 7 F 5 1 8 9 e 15 - 5 3 7 4 * 
OO * , I 
* . 
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8 That + Fe ſpirited, wink no we 
| 1 have ſeolding, and hectoring, and 
locking up, and the Lord knows what. I 
think 1 could be a match for them there 
too, but I hate unneceſſary trouble, and 
have no deſire to play the part of a diſ- 
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aps. ago, aa having 22 no o bills, i It is 
_ luckily entire.” tg 


| 


9 Well, be 5 it fs, at one exactly.” , | 


«To a ſecond, there's my hand upon | 
it; ; and now let us go to ouraunts, and our 


__ uncles, and our couſins, and our guardians, 
and behave prettily, as a good licle Maſter 
and Miſs ought to do, and we may laugh 


at them the more e when We are re by ourſelves. | 


— 


— 


And thus, i in | lefs t + ten minutes did 
theſe two thoughtleſs creatures derermine 


upon a ſtep, upon which all the bappineſs 


or h of Weir future lives depended. | 


; 4 


Willem Fund no difficulty in engag- 


ing a chaiſe and four to m at the $7 wg | 


Almitis any in gilmichng her 8210 before 
the was undreſſed, nor, when ſhe was gone, 
in wrapping herſelf up in her furs, and, 
with a ſmall bundle of linen in her band, 


OR: the ſtairs, opening the door 
into 


.. fdp ad , 3 
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Intb the Buder: or in proceeding from 
thence to the park, or finally in 9 8 5 
her Nope with William.” e 

At . corner of the pak batt te ding 
Bim be received her with all the gaiety 
of youth, and all the raptures of a lover, 
they put themſelves into the chaiſe toge - 
ther, and before Lady Almeria was miſſed 
in the morning, had proceeded too far on 
their way to Scotland to give any hopes of. 
gs from a purſuit.” e 


1 pr EY ads 
„ „ 


w ig | enen abs" diſcovery of 
their flight might occaſion in the family at 
Oakley, or whatever inward vexation it 
cauſed Lord Villars, who thus ſaw a final end 
to all his ambitious prejects, yet the near- 
neſs of the connexion in all the individuals | 
who compoſed that family, prevented. any 
violent difplay of difappointment or cha- 
grin. Lord Villars thought proper to glofs 
over the matter with an aſſurance, that al- 


though the reſpect that he had * the truſt 
£3 e 


— 4 4 * 
i 
c * 
5 „ 
4 
- 
44 — 
* 


5 zepoſed i in- ow by Lady. Mari ae 
would have prevented his conſenting 10 


PL 4 sus. 


ſuch a match, yet the regard that he enter- 


| rained for the intereſts of his nephew, 

made him, since it had been concluded 
without his concurrence, ene, e 
2 in it. 3.152 n oy hs, DEE HOY 10 


1 ; 45 


Wien a. an gie of, Ans 3 diele feel: 


ings; he made, though ſomething with an 
III grace, his congratulations to Mr. Mor- 
daunt, and Mr. Mordaunt with infinitely 


more ſincerity aſſured bim, that had the 


connexion depended upon bim, it bad 


never taken place, and indeed the deep 


ſigh that the reflection upon the miſery = 
that an ill- judged marriage can occaſion, 


drew from him, evinced, that neither the 
ſplendor of Lady Almeria's birth, or the 


greatneſs Of her fortune, compenſated in. 
his opinion for the lightneſs of her mind 
al me OI of pon ns ES 


\ 0 a ö a 


aro el A VVT ar. ans a ia 


runs sees. 


8 . ofa len, dener 5 as Mrs. Mot 5 
| daunt, who judged” very differently, knew 
no bounds, and Lady Villars deukd! ow” 
help joining (though from very diffeient 8 


1 in Her ff one 7 


. / 0. F 4 g . 
E . TEN Df PSY. 1 755 + 
„ * * 


The. 558 of Lord! Villars, upon Abe 1 5 


cafion; was peculiarly hard; While thul6 


the world called his honeſty in quel 


ien for! 


having; ſacriſiced the interefts of his ward Poder + 4H 


to thoſe of his nephew; tbe other half ar” 


raigned his prudence in ſuffering ſuch a 
prize to ge out of his own family z theſe 8 


cenſures were equally unfounded. He had 5 


ſpared no. pains to/preſerve Eady Almeria 
from his nephew, he had left no art. ua 
elſiped. tc to e n to > his roul 7 


* 


* of , k ; 
RF > $ _ 18 2 4 4 $ Oy 24 — —_ 2 7 1 # 


ſhe could not but be pleaſed tha 


meria's account, and that he was ſafe from 
the poſſbility of yielding to it; but che 
ve IO FAO ſhe had of Lady 
WE gs Es 1 Amen 


Tbis e event b afſeied! Ellen very. „erg oy: n GS 
relieved from all perfection en Lady R r 
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Almeria's character, and. which a farther 


knowledge of her had confirmed, filled her. 
mind with the moſt lively ge 


for the e of her dockt. 


S. ont 
n 


to all the e concerned, - 


g : ; 
— * 3 


| trels. 


M rs. Mordaunt had long had the mor- 
tification of being witneſs to the miſery 


and poverty of her eldeſt daughter; no one 
reproached her as the cauſe, but, notwith- 
ſtanding her natural indifference to every 


| ſorrow that did not attack her perſonally, . 
the could not avoid. making herſelf the 


moſt 


The young ds. 8 were . 4 
comed on their return from Scotland, with- : 
out much reproach on any fide, the neceſ- 
fary arrangements for their eſtabliſhment. 
were made, and —— ed refed 4 


. As event ok 9 in . 
family: of Ellen, at this time, occaſioned 
much more ſerious conteraation. and di- ö 


„ enen, — 


+ 


moſt ſevere reproaches ; ſhe now ſaw the 
fatal conſummation of. her ill-laid plans 
of ambition and vanity. The miſerable 
daughter was returned upon their hands; 
the unprincipled man, whom ſhe had cho- 
ſen for her huſband, having collected the 
remnants of his ruined fortune, had left 
his wife and two children to beggary, and 
had quited Eoglaod,: as he faid, For ever. 


Mr. Qs was little able to 7 8 
chis additional burthen, there was however 
no alternative: His daughter and her chil- 
dren were ſtarving, Groby Manor was the 
only atylum open to them, to Groby 
Manor therefore after a viſit of three months 
to Ellen, Mr. Mordaunt conducted his 
wife and che 55 of his _— 


0 we know each other's faces for our hearts.“ 5 


enarrsr rat. 


LEN! a Sir Willam v were now lefe 


| arent her and confider the duties and en- 


gagements that her new ſtation e Wer 


to che menen ce of. 


* L . 1 * * p N * 
1 5 « * 
* 4 4 of : F 


In che ſw of 8 har in con- 
ſenting to a marriage with Sir William 
Ackland, ſhe had planned for herſelf, a very 
prominent feature had been the regular and 
ſyſtematic aſſiſtance ſhe ſhould be able to 
* to the wants, both of mind and 
"REL. e eſtate 


alone, and Ellen had leiſure to look 
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| es of her poor neighbours. Ia the ful. 
neſs of her benevolent ſelf-gratulation, ſhe 
had ſaid, © when the ear hears me, it ſhall 
bleſs me; when the eye ſees me, it ſhall 
give witneſs to me; the bleſſing of him 
| who is ready to periſh, ſhall come upon 
me, and | wal cauſe the widow's heart to 
3 „ is. 1 


bi her. imagination the von the 
| young, ſhe encouraged the middle-aged, 
and ſhe ſupported che old. She ſaw the 
neat cottage ariſe at her command, the or- 
derly arranged bee - hive reſt againſt the 
wall, a ſource at once of pleaſure and of 
profit; the little flower plat put forth its 
beauties, the orchard yield its fruits, and 
the virtues of integrity and induſtry lead 
content, health and affluence in their train. 
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Such were the viſions that filled the mind 
of Ellen, who , wholly inſenſible to every 
happineſs C te could not communicate, . 
,, p · . 


— * N 
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thought ſhe placed her own felicity on the 
ſureſt baſis, when ſhe extended it to others. 


Such were the viſions that had filled the 

mind of Ellen before her marriage, and 
amidſt the hurried and buſy ſcenes that had 
| held her almoſt wholly engaged in what ap- 


peared more perſonally to concern herſelf 


for the firſt three months after it took place, 


the had 253 no means loft * of them. 


An all her . ons in the environs of 
Oakley, ſhe had looked around her with 


reference to the fayorite object that filled 


her mind; ſhe had endeavoured to make 
ſome inquiry into the ſituation of the cot- 


tagers, and to form an acquaintance with 
the pooreſt of her neighbours, but ſhe found 


difficulties that had n never occurred to her 
e 


| The Jong a © Sir William . 
and the character of his immediate anceſ- 


tors, who had . little of cheir tune ""Þ 
55 their 
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had beſtowed leſs of their thoughts. upon 
the wants and claims of the poor that ſur- 


rounded it, had long occaſioned Oakley to 
be forgotten by the diſeaſed and neceſſitous, 
and had made its owners to be conſidered 
as hard and ſelfiſh people of faſhion, who 5 


regarded their eſtate no farther than as it 


could furniſh the ſupply to their pleaſures 


or their vices. There were no old ſervants 


to whom Ellen could apply for informa- 2 
tion, how to direct her benevolence; her 


houſehold conſiſted of a ſet of domeſtics 
whom Sir William had colle&ed upon his 


marriage, all ſtrangers to that neighbour-. 
hood, and indifferent to its intereſts. The 


ſteward was a man whom Sir William had 


brought out of Wales, profeſfedly becauſe 


he ſhoald have no predilection for any of 
thoſe with whom he would have to deal. 


Sir William knew as little of the reſidents - 
on his eſtate, as any of his dependants, far. 


ther than if they paid their rents well or ill; 


and whenever Ellen endeayoured to lead 


D2 SE nw. him 


their principal country reſidency; and who 5 
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him to think upon the ſubject, or to open 


her own plahs, he either repreſſed her by a 


look of diſapprobation, or laughed her out 


of countenance on the taſte ſhe had of be · 


8 eat a Lady Bountiful. 


Ellen willingly pared this backward- 


neſs to what the fill believed Sir William 


muſt think right, and would therefore in 


time purſue, to the contrary habits in which 
he had been ſo long engaged, to the diffe- 


rent ſolicitudes that at preſent occupied 


him, and. the novelty of a country life, and 


country cares; to her he was laviſh, and 


therefore ſhe could diſtribute her guineas 
around her to the relief of immediate and 


importunare diſtreſs, and with this ſhe en- 


deavoured to reſt ſatisfied, until time would 


enable her to mature her plans of mote 
permanent aſſiſtance; aſſiſtance that would 
- equally relieve the qiſtreſſes of indigence, 


correct the errors of ignorance, and reclaim 
the wanderings of VICE. | | 


5 
on 


Py I 225 i My G 
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either from its neatneſs or deſolation parti- 
cularly dre her attention: but Six William 
betrayed the greateſt impatience on her 


thus withdrawing her attentions one mo- 


ment from him. He ſeemed enraptured to 
have her lefr to himſelf, and as if he could 


not endure that even her duties ſhould 
ſhare her with him. The perfect indiffer- 
ence, or marked difapprobation, with which 


he heard her tales of diſtreſs, and her projects 
for relieving the ſufferers, awakened Ellen 
to a moſt painful+conviction that ſhe muſF 
conſider herſelf as ſufficiently happy, if ſhe 


were allowed in ſilence and unobſerved as 
it were, to purſue them, but that ſhe muſt 
not hope from Sir William either concur- 


rence or applauſe. Ellen here firſt taſted 
of thoſe waters of diſappointment, which 


were afterwards to flow with o full a 


fiream. 
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As Sir William and Ellen rode or walked 
out together, ſhe would aſk queſtions of 
the women or children that fell in her way, 
or would ſtop and enter any cottage that 
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Ihe affection ſhe entertained for Sir Wil- 
-Kini was compoſed of confidence and bene- 
rolence; of a ſenſe. of the virtues ſhe be- 
. lieved he poſſeſſed, and of the gratification | 
- That his manners and converſation afforded 
to her taſte. On this affection ſhe had boldly - 
promiled herſelf happineſs in her connexion 
with him, notwithſtanding the decided pre- ; 
ference ſhe had formerly entertained for 
Heary, She looked around her, and ſaw a 
very ſufficient degree of happineſs attached 
to the ſtate of marriage, where the contract - 
Ing parties were well known not to have 
united themſelves with the objects of their 
firſt affections; and ſhe religiouſly believed 
that felicity depended much more upon the 
qualities of the huſband, than upon the ac- 
cidental circumſtance. of his having been 
the firſt perſon whofe merit had made an 
impreſſion upon the heart of the wife. 
« Sir William is worthy, is pleaſing,” ſaid 
Ellen, „and I ſhall be happy.” Nothing 
could have been more Juſt than her con- 


: nene had her promiles been firm: but if 
the 
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the virtues were to . hich her 
: confidence and her benevolence reſted, how 
| inadequate to her happineſs would be that 


affection which had nothing left for its 


ſupport but the external graces of manner 
| and conxerſation. 295 


"Ellen folk Gund the n b of 
her happineſs. muſt be incomplete, but ſhe 
ſtill flattered herſelf (for ſne was young, and 
had all that ſanguineneſs of difpoſition that 
accompanies the warmeſt philanthropy) | 
| that ſome parts were yet in her power. She 
bad promiſed herſelf indeed that Sir Wil- 
liam would go hand in hand with her in 
her virtues, as well as her pleaſures; but if 
ſhe could not accompliſh t the firſt, ſhe yet 
did not deſpair of the ſecond, and was not 
without hope that by this circuitous road 


ſhe might at length lead him to the Point | 


the: withed, ſhe therefore eagerly concurr ea. 
with him in a deſign he had formed, of 


building her a. dairy-houſe; but the often- 


tation | he diſplayed 1 in the manner of doing 
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it, and the race is made of 1 her 
taſte, while he ſhewed the moſt unequivo- 
cal diſſatisfaction if that taſte differed in che . 
ſſmalleſt degree from his own, effectually 
ſickened poor Ellen of the dairy-houſe long 
before it was finiſhed, and ſhe never drank 
one bowl of cream within its walls, uncon- 
taminated by the effects of Sir William's 
ſelfiſhneſs, violence, or jealouſy. 


Euvery day brought the diſappointed El. 

len freſh proof of all thoſe failings in-the 
mind of him whom ſhe had N to 
love g Baer eee 


His expences flowed vines in the fingle 
channel of ſelf-gratification. T hey reached 
her indeed, becauſe to ornament and in- 
dulge her made at preſent a principal part 
of his gratification; but to have pleaſures, 
however innocent. or praiſe-worthy,; that 
ſmhe did not refer to him, ſhe ſoon diſco- 
vered would be conſidered as a crime. 


Oo 
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Ft 0mm ke ſofteſt manners and moſt courr- 
tH addreſs, ſhe frequently ſaw him, on the 
ſlighteſt- provocation from a ſervant, be- 
come furious and abuſive, and ſhe could 

not conceal from herſelf, that in his deal- 
_ 1ngs with his dependants he was TOs 
and tyrannical. 
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Ellen was the admiration and the love of 
the neighbourhood ; her youth and gaiety 
of diſpoſition led her to participate in all 
pleaſures that were offered her, and to pro- 
mote them by every means in her power. 

Sir William ſoon taught her, for no one 
could be more quick in taking a hint, that 
ſuch gaiety and ſuch good neighbourhood, 
were diſpleaſing to him; and Ellen quickly 
wichdrew from her uſual parties. To have 
made ſuch a ſacrifice to any reaſonable 
feeling in the breaſt of Sir William, would 
have coſt Ellen nothing: it was the con- 
ſciouſneſs that ſhe made it to the hydre- 
headed monſter, Jetouly, that gave it len. 
oP eg "0 : 
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f a it 1 be aſked, was Sir wit- 
ham jealous? Of every body, of every thing 
that contributed to the pleaſures of Ellen, 
independent of his ane e e 

All the unfavorable pied b to 
Sir William's heart and temper, which had 
in a vague and doubtful form ariſen in her 
mind before her marriage, the occurrences 
of every day now gave ſhape and ſtability 
to, and Ellen had not been married ſix 

months before ſhe found herſelf involved in 
the difficult taſk of keeping alive, by every 
 artifice i in her power, her affection for a 
man, who. might, had he pleaſed, in half 
that time, have ſecured her heart immove- 
ably. his own for « ever; but the efforts of Sir 
William ſeemed directed, if indeed they 
had any direction, rather to Aline than to 
Excite or nouriſh love. 


| On 3 be cultivation of her af. 
p en for her huſpand, Ellen knew that 
a her ee and, the feared, much of 
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the performance of her: duty, e | 
She bad, it is true, been only acquainted 
with diſappointment, and ſhe had proved 
herſelf equal to the ſevereſt ſelf-denial. 
But her ſorrows had then found the ſofteſt 

ſoother, and her virtuous reſignation the 
warmeſt panegyric, in the kindneſs and 
partiality of her father; in the bittereſt 
moments of her diſtreſs, in the moſt labori- 
ous of her ſtruggles, his ſympathy and his 
approbation had ftilled the voice of com- 
plaint, and ſmoothed the. rugged road-of 

; Virtue. In the trials that ſhe” now foreſaw 
awaited her, ſne could hope for no ſuch ſup- 
port, for no ſuch encouragement. Her firſt 
duty was concealment: The moſt wilful 
blindneſs with reſpect to herſelf, and the 

' moſt inviolable filence with ref pect to others, 
was the firſt, the indiſpenſable rule by which 
e en to form her conduct. K 


Bat, feeling, 1 cons he e lk ; 
ſelf ſhe did not feel? And, ſuffering, how 


could ſhe be filent? Dilappointed, how | 
| 5 8 5 e could | 
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could he put on the air of ſatisfaction? 
And loſing all on which ſhe could ground 
eſteem, how could ſhe preſerye love? 
Theſe were points of conftant and painful 
doubt and deliberation—but more imme- 
Aiate evil e upon her: 


Where the could not 4550 ſhe could de- 
rive no ſatisfaction from being beloved; ſne 
felt that it was not the virtues of her heart, 
nor even the powers of her underſtanding, 
that made her ſo much the object ef paſſion 
to Sir William; ſhe was thoroughly awak - 
ened to the conviction that the ſolicitude 
which in the early days of their acquaint- 
ance he had diſcovered as to her real cha- 
racter, and upon which ſhe had afterwards. 
reflected with ſo much ſatisfaction, as a 
proof that his affection for her was founded 
8 2th thoſe qualities, of which he would be 
the more aſſured the more he knew, her, 
was in fact nothing more than a ſelfiſh 
anxiety, leſt in the apparently gentle and 


complacent WW he ſhould hereafter diſ- | 


— 
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cover the teen and ſelf-willed widk- In 
a regulated temper he ſaw a ſecurity for his | 


 Yomeſtic peace; ; in ſoundnefs of principles 


| he beheld the guarantee of his honor; and 
in his ſyſtematic ſearch for a wife, by wh 8 
to give an heir to his eſtate, he had, in re- 


; ju to character, . no farther. 


In firing upon Ellen be had been deter- 
mined, by finding reaſon to believe, than in 
| ſweetneſs of temper, and in- goodneſs of 
heart, ſhe yielded the palm to no one. He 
had warily decided to fix upon a wife be- 
fore he was in love, and Ellen's perſon, 


that had at firſt appeared to him rather ſim- 


ply pleafing than beautiful, ſeemed calcu- 


_ lated to gratify his eye, without intoxicat- 
ing his ſenſes. But although Ellen did 


not ſeize the ſoul with the firſt glance, her's 
was even a more dangerous faſcination— 
the charms of her converſation, the graces 
of her manner, the winning ſincerity and 


modeſt frankneſs of her character, all con- 
; ſpired to render her irreſiſtible, and to give 


her 


* Fn 
— 22 
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% 
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her "OR power.over «the mind hiv beauty 8 
alone had never beſtowed. Sir William 
had become madly 1 in love, and no ſenti · 
ment in the breaſt of Ellen, not wholly 7 
correſpondent. to that which he felt for her, : 
could ſatisfy his deſires, or eg his Jealou- 


fies to, ſleep. 


eee An 6 
was a paſſion that could find no admittance. 


No merit whatever could have excited it. 


5 How impoſſible then was it that ſhe ſhould 
feel ſuch love for a man, who every day loſt 
ground in her eſteem, not only by his con- 


duct toward others, but even n towards her- 


ll, 15 


. William i in having become a | lover 
had retained his dread of being made a 
dupe to the paſſion of love; hence even 
bis fondneſs was captious, and his indul- 


gence tyrannical; and Ellen, who in mar- 
riage had ſought a friend, found by turn 


only a lover or maſter. J ape oC TS rm, = 


« How ſmall, of all that human hearts endure, 
I *" THe wid an e or Laws can cauſe or cure.“ 


Sorbsurr TH. 


T was in making theſe there 
veries that Ellen ſpent the Rane 32 


months afier her marriage. 
| Diſappointed. in bar ſchemes of benevo- 
lence, miſtaken in the character of her huſ- 


band, diſſatisfied with herſelf, lhe was ſome- 
times tempted to arraign her own conduct 
in having married Sir William. But this 


was an idea that her a ſenſe caſiy cor- 
rected. 0 
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ab faſt to principles, the knew "BY 
ſelf unaccountable for events. If ſhe had 
been miſtaken, it was from no want of due 
_ conſideration, from no precipitancy of AC 
tion, produced by improper motives. She 
reviewed her conduct, and found, that be- 
ing placed again in the ſame circumſtances, 
and aſſiſted by the ſame lights, ſhe ſhould 
again act the ſame. This conviction in 
part calmed her mind. What appeared ſo 
reaſonable ſhe was perſuaded muſt have a 
ſufficient portion of good in it, to ſatisfy a 
rational creature, ſhe endeavoured to > find 


out t his n 


- 


She conſidered that her's was nouncom- 
mon caſe ; that marriage-diſcontent was a 
weed that found nouriſhment in en every 
ſoil; that it ſprang up alike in the fields 
of love, and in the wilds of ambition and 
avarice; that no foreſight could ſtifle it, no 


prudence eradicate. If her own marriage 


furniſhed an example that the cooleſt in- 


neee was not ſufficient to an! from 
8 55 | the 


—_ / — 
7 ; 
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the moſt fatal miſtakes in a matrimonial 


choice, her father's equally condemned the 
Tag to the blind 8 of pune 


60 There are e evils,” tai ſue, chat no 
human foreſight can teach us to avert, that 


no purity of intention, can enable us to eſ- 
cape. In the conduct under ſuch evils lies 
our trial, and the foundation of our future 


reward e or 1 


a dlicught 0 with it a train of 


the moſt anxious ſolicitudes. Ellen had 
all the miſtruſt of herſelf that true humility 
and earneſt deſire to do right ever induces. 


To guard herſelf from that acute ſenſe of 


her ſorrow that might lead to faulty re- 
grets, or culpable impatience, ſhe carefully 


avoided every exaggeration of her diſap- 
pointment that fancy could have ſuggeſted; 
ſhe would not allow herſelf to think her's a 


peculiar misfortune, or attended with any 


particularly aggravating circumftances; ſhe 


: repulſed from her. mind all anticipations, 


— 


and 
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"and all fetroſpedts ; ; che made every "OM 
bear its own burthen, and, as much as in 
her power, was ready to accept the preſent 
good, without perverſely dwelling upon the 
paſt, or anxiouſly conjecturing the future. 


II Sir William's ill humour, or his fond- 
neſs, (for effects were often the ſame when 
cauſes were different) put ber out of her 
way cf virtue or of pleaſure, ſhe ſonght ſome 
other path, which might lead, though not 
ſo directly, to her point. His ill humour 
ſhe endeavoured to diſarm by complaiſance, 
and by gaiety, and to meet his fondneſs 
with the genuine ſatisfiction of reciprocal 
love. But this was the moſt difficult part 
of her taſk. Could ſhe have eſteemed him, 
his barſhneſs and his unreaſonableneſs with 
reſpect to herſelf, ſhe could have more eaſi- 
ly borne, and would hope to have ſubducd ; 
but in loſing her efteem for him, ſhe: loſt 
this hope, and in loſing this hope, ſhe loſt 
the power of returning his Paſſion with any 
bur diſembled kindneſs,” 


gy—_——— 


aw Mw 4 


Thus 


— 


her 21 a misfortune. 


Fr rom a never ceaſing ſucceſſion of diſap- 
O pointments, and from the accumalated 


weight of difficult duties, Ellen was ſome- 
what relieved by her removal to town, The 
novelty of the ſcene, the gaiety of the | 
amuſements, the objects of ſplendour and 


curioſity with which ſhe was ſurrounded, 


filled and amuſed her mind : Sir William 
too ſeemed to have left much of his ill hu- | 
mour and narrowneſs of heart in the coun- 


try, the air of London appeared to be more 


congenial to his character, and to call forth 
all the amiable parts of it; his liberality and 


gaiety revived, his money flowed freely 


round him, his houſe was open to the beſt 
ſociety, bis entertainments were elegant, and 5 


his eſtabliſhment e 77 ped 
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Thus Ellen, with the 'moſt fincere and 
upright of human hearts, ſaw herſelf oblig- 
ed to cultivate hypocriſy as a virtue; but 
that which was a crime in others, was in 5 


— 


But 
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But the principal of all this was little ſuĩt- 
ed to that on which Ellen acted, and on 
which ſhe wiſhed him to have acted. © This, 
this,” would he ſay to her, © is life! I 
grudge every guinea T expend in the coun- 
try ; 1 hate that my money ſhould be ſwal- 
lowed in thick ale down the throats of ſtu- 
pid country oafs, or be waſted in courting 

a popularity, which is both the. ruin and 

* grace of whoever an its” 


1 Bot in thi . of the beau 

ties of nature, ſaid Ellen, or in the re- 
lief of the diſtreſſes of ſickneſs, or age, mo- 
ney will not be miſapplied even in the 
1 country.“ 


506 What beauties of nature are compara- 
ble to thoſe diſplayed in Hyde Park, or 
Kenfington Gardens? And what diſtreſſes 
are thoſe that the poor laws do not amply 
provide for? There is no other country in 
Europe where there is ſuch a proviſion made 


FE the poor, * che laws, as in England; 
: t | no 5 
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no country that can vie wick 1 it in pub 5 
inſtitutions for the relief of all kinds of mi- 
ſery AI approve all this, but having contri- 


buted my part to theſe inſtitutions I have 


done enough; I have done what I can af- 
ford, and. private charities I am convinced 


are only the nouriſhers of idleneſs and. the 
* of e i 


Ellen did not pee the ſubie, but ſhe 
could not but obſerve to herſelf, that the 


man who did not think two hundred pounds 


too much to expend in one evening's 
amuſetnent in London, could not, with 
much appearance of truth, ſay, he had done 


all he could afford towards relieving the 


diltrefles of his fellow creatures. 


It was one of Sic William's 1 max - 


ims that money ſpent in luxury was of more 
uſe, than if given in charity and he would 


point out-to Ellen, with a triumphant air, 


the ſplendor and richneſs of the thups, and 


aſxk TIO if the did not think that thoſe who 55 
N contributed is 


4 
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contributed to the ſupport of them were of | 

 Infinitely more ule to ſociety, than all the WW 
good houſewifes and FREY ae that 5 
ever were born. 8 85 


Ellen was to wiſe to argue with ſelfiſh- 


neſs and prejudice : Could the whole c 

world be at London, my dear Sir William,“ 1 

: ' ſhe would ſay, your argument might be 0 

concluſive; but after doing all we can to t 

the ſupport of theſe manufacturers of the 1 

luxuries of life, there will ſtill remain a large { 

country world, who will periſh for the want e 

of the neceſſaries of it, if thoſe of ſuperior 1 

fortunes do not ſometimes turn their f. 

n from the ſhop to the . tr 

W 

"Tha kind of Ca SE their a1 
rambles through London but little pleaſing 
to Ellen, but ſhe ſeemed to follow Sir Wil- 

liam's lead, took more than uſual care of 8 W. 

i the elegance of her appearance, cultivated, th 

her inclination for amuſement, and ſought ſh; 

by every means in her power to do honor tic 


to 


to , Sik William? 8 taſte, ad to ee her 
part in the ſociety he had Os hor | 


to. 


In the ab ria in els Hs 
lived there ſeemed to be little probability 


| ſhe ſhould make any ſelections that could 


alarm his jealouſly, or wound his ſelt-love; 
ſhe had not time to know any one well 
enough to become attached to them. Her 
time and her thoughts were taken up by a 


perpetual ſucceſſion of engagements, but 
ſhe had too good health and ſpirits to be 


eaſily tired; and a perſon of Ellen's quick- 


neſs of parts and cultivated underſtanding 5 
found, even in the promiſcuous crowd of 
triflers and ſimpletons, many perſons from 
whom ſhe reaped both Ie and 1 


amuſement. 


— 


-” 


If Ellen's Dent was "THR in ſcenes, 


where from her youth, her altractions, and 


the advantages with which the appeared, 


ſhe ought to have felt only ſelf. gratula- 
tion. and pleaſure, | it was not from any re- 
| N * 
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troſpect in which ſhe indulged herſelf, but 
from the immediate weight which the con- 
viction of the real character of the man on 
whom ſhe was to depend for happineſs, 

and with whom ſhe was to paſs her life, 
had fixed there: To love thoſe with whom 

ſhe was intimately connected was indiſpenſa. 
ble to the felicity of Ellen. This the cha- 
racter of Sir William made impoſſible; and 
hence Ellen, with every other bleſſing 
which human beings impfore, was wretch- 


ed. 


But Ellen was not wretched alone. Nei- 
ther the hopeleſs ſtate to which he was re- 
duced, nor the fortitude he had exerted, 
had been able to reſtore to Henry his 
peace of mind. The marriage of Lady 
Almeria had been a momentary relief to 
him, but like the remiſſion of a fever, the 
diſorder ſeemed to have gained ſtrength by 
its temporary ſuſpenſion. Had Ellen been 
unmarried, and the obſtacle of Lady Al- 


meria e oo W pierced him 
with 
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with ten thouſand ſtings) e Lady | | 


Almeria would have been found, replied 


his reaſon; Lady Almeria was not ſo re- 


ſolutely Nn as Ellen rejected. 


. Be it as it may, » aid be to hieaGlf | 
4 the die is caſt, my fate is determined; I 


will follow the mack 1 have chalked out artes | 


| _— * 


In abs of this ede he bad 
viſited bis family, he had been kindly re- 
ceived, he had endeavoured to rejoice in 
che kindneſs, and to buſy himſelf in the in- 


tereſts of thoſe around him: But the cha- 


racer of Henry was gone; his gaiety, his 
impetuoſity, his ſocial humour, his open- 


neſs of heart were no more; an invinci- 
ble gravity had taken their place, and a 
cold reſerve to all, with a chilling indif- 


ference to every thing around him, marked 


all his actions. He rather appeared how- 


ever to have loſt the reliſh for pleaſure than 
to. ſhun it, he affected n but from 
A | - the 
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the genuine overflowing | ſorrows of his 
heart, he was incapable of taking intereſt in 
any thing. There were times when he felt 
aſhamed. of being thus overcome with his 
feelings, and then he made ſome more vigo- 
rous efforts to recover the natural tone of 
his mind. He imagined he ſhould be more 
likely to do ſo were he again to ſee, and 
accuſtom himſelf to the Prams of Ellen. 


„ e ſaid 5 to himſelf, = 
2 «the. is to be nothing to me but the highly 
cheriſhed- remembrance of an - invaluable 
pbDleſſing loſt for ever. Let me familiarize 
myſelf to that dear picture, it may be a 
means of rendering the ſenſe of wy loſs leſs 
bitter.“ of 1 i . | 


” — 2 7 
„ 


* ads the influence of theſe thoughts he 
came to town: It was eaſy for him to ſee 
Ellen every day without being obſerved by 
her, and when he had ſubdued the at firſt 
ungovernable tumults that the ſight of her 
for the ſeveral 4ſt t times had occaſioned, he 
434 reſolved 


— 


1 may ſee her till, thought he, as a 


7 [ may ſee her; and the friendſhip of | : 
| Ellen i is worth the love of all her ſex belide. b 


. 


330-7 4 


| 3 evening as Ellen v was s coming out © of | 
heb box at the Opera, accompanied by Lady ; 


A 3 | al at the wa 


T3 £ 4 ? 1 Y 


1 $1: 


Þoilc that man 2 1 


Ellen involu ntarily WE ; ſhe could not 
for an inſtant. move on; but Henry, who 
had been learning his leſſon, approached 


her; he had rather the air of a perſon Who 
was accuſtomed to ſee her every evening, 
than of a lover, who now, for the firſt 


time-after their ſeparation, beheld the be- 


loved. objec. that fate had torn from his 
Wb : E 1 2 5 arms, 5 ; 
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e to ins himſelf before her. He 1 0 
remembered the laſt words he had ever 
heard her utter, 66 I. am going 1 no where but 
TOS if you pleaſe you may. accompany _- 


«See, Siy Doleful Diſcal! * aid Tad 


1 *:do you. know you have: ee 5 


* 
. * 
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arms, without being a able to ansage her 
To his heart.” 7, | 

He incuired after her health; he aten 
100 dhe liked the Opera; he deſired to 
know if be could be of any ufe; and all 
this before Ellen, aſtonifhed and pained by 
the proſound gravity and coldneſs of his 
mamners, had ſufficient bb of mind to 
utter a word. 


« How you two look l ſaid 1 Lady. Al- 
meria laughing, dear ſhe's very well; 
he has been enchanted with the Opera, 
and if you will ſee for her * vou 
do us a favor.“ 


* 


e Aifppeared l. me. an arrow - whe of 
| bow. In ſpite of all his preparation the 
ſcene was too much for him, nor could he 


5 have borne f it a moment ee 


% How very i. Mr. Villars lookt l. ſaid 


Ellen, endeavouring to recover herſelf. 


PLAIN, SBNSH- 


en And hom very; ul Lady gehn 
ooks! ” returned the unmerciful Lady A 
meria, here. child, take my falts; if thoſe. 
impertinents, were to come by juſt now, 
who were diſputing the other night whether 
you wore rouge, 0 wager would be de- 


eided in a minute“. 
* * How yoo ade, I mag. ue 


. be dure —uell, don? t be arc 
wn c tell the old gentleman at de 


«I muſt beg, Lady Alden, „id Elleo, „ 
earneſtly, ** that you will not ſpeak fo, 
0 know I vill not ſuffer 87 14828 


"8 Well then F will tell was Will Fre | 
pleaſe you? There's no knowing how to 


a vin you ſeqtimenzal pe 


Joſt then ſome 1 of. | their ac- 5 
quaintance inquired whether: they ſhould. 
call their ſervants. Ellen thankfully ac- 
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cepted the offer, but Lady Almerit 5 
Ho can you be ſo rude, don't you know 

poor Sir Doleful is gone on the ſame errand? 

he'll be in deſpair if you 1 run TR 9 8 


E bim l 
eur at that moment returned, and 
ſaying the coach was then at the door, took 


- E * 1 F 
: os: 
£ 1 1 bog 1 25" x py 
& $ K 4 * "3,4 4 S * * / 9 17 . * 15 . 3 ” 
— + 5 3 . N 
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Ellen's hand to lead her to it; it was with 


ae difficulty he got. her through the 
crowd, and the embarraſſments they were 
in from that circumftance, relieved them 
-both from the greater embarrafſinents of 


155 their own minds. : 


3 ws < 2 
* , ; 18 44 8 : 


x * 5 OE) 


3 ear A 


. As he 5 10 ri e h 
viſir you?“ ſaid he, and ws you intro- 
duce n me : to ng William? e pgs 5 

6c 4 Undabidty 0 avith the «gona hs” 
ſure,” faid ſhe; it was all ſhe could ſay, 
for Lady Almeria followed ber, and che 


5 coach drove * 
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his dinner ſociety, alone. 


woul 


ved, and they _ 
* was i N 
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ed to 
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s confident 


Ellen would have choſen not to have 
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prudent to ſpeak, with all the indifference 
ſhe could aſſume, of the circumſtance 
herſelf. „ 


„ 1 ſeen Mr. Villars,“ ſaid ſhe to 
Sir William,“ and he has defired me to 
introduce him to you.” _ 


* Oh! I wiſh you had ſeen them both,“ 
cried Lady Almeria, one ſo grave, the 


bother ſo pale Bow goes his Worſhip, 


courtſey goes her Ladyſhip—you' would 
bave ſworn they had not feen each other 
this three hundred years, and were: not 
overjoyed at the meeting now. Well, 1 
proteſt I don't wonder Ellen choſe you, 
jf ſhe could have any notion what kind of 
man Henry would become, for I proteſt 1 
think you ten times the. more . 
perſon I vow." 575 


6 Did you ſd would introduce Mr, 
Villars to me?” aſked Sir William very 


5 e e without s Lady Almeria. 
5 48 1 did 


i . IT 3 


14 fd Bllen. | 


Why, can you Ids day cbjeftionit 
faid — I IOEY 


Jilted him . you.“ 


e What cats as talk, Lady . 


05 meria? ſaid Ellen. 


e She ie ve not talk truth,? 
ſiaiqd Sir William, with the ſame gravity as 
before. And, here much to the relief of 
Ellen, they were joined by more * 5 
I —_— paſted : as _ = 


7 When tho retired to ae 3 


ments, Ellen remarked a gloom upon Sit 
William's countenance, that ſhe had never 


before obſerved fince their arrival in Lon- 


don. She. endeavoured to diſſipate it by 
more than uſual cheerfulneſs on her part, 


but he ſeemed to regard her with an eye 5 


of e and preſerved a gloomy 
E 5 * Lfilence, 


* 


8 


1 
30520 
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and dif 
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en Ellen heſitated whe! 


the er the ſhould 
ſeem to remark this change in his humour, 
and: endeay our to regain his confidence, | 
pate his chagrin, by pn de- 
clarations of unalterable N | 


4 the caſe Cares: dw was inden 
changed, from what it had been at the 
period when ſhe had laſt ſeen Henry, and 
when ſhe had held this conduct with ad- 
vantage. Sir William at that moment poſ- 
ſeſſed her eſteem and warmeſt friendſhip; 


now he had nearly loſt both one and the 


other: With truth could ſhe have promiſ- 


ed inviolable conſtancy, but to ſpeak of an 
unſhaken attachment which no longer ſub- 


ſiſted, ſeemed adding bypocriſy to unkind- 
neſs; the profeſſions ſhe had formerly 
made him, had flowed freely from her 
heart, now they would be uttered with 
embarraſſment and coldneſs; ; the fears 
which ſeemed to oppreſs him, ſhe had re- 
e with N tag. ſuſpicions 

| that 4 


149 3 
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"hat he now . entertained, the con- 
fdered. as injurious: they appeared but 

new marks of that narrow and ſelfiſn mind, 
the effects of hogs ſhe EAT W . 
- fon to een cal Id 9p 


wrt 


* N 


g actes IG he ſhould carr ; 
7 e een or yield to them, held her ſo 
long, that before ſhe was aware her filence * © 
was as marked as Sir William's, and they 

both retired to reſt n e diſinclina- 
tions to _ ho ro Wor do. © 2 


» : ; 3% 
1 1 y * 25 
n 


1 0:9 0 Con 3 of Ck, tought tor. —_ 
y ed to Ellen her uſual calm 4 mind. 
"Sie owever oppreſſed | 1 wks -ciniohe feel, 
withs afflictive change that appeared to be 
wrought in the character of Henry: and 
however alarmed, and ſomewhat offended 
ſhe might be by the ſuſpicions to which 
| ſhe was aware Sir William had yielded; 
3 ya. her- confidence that her N would - 
E 6 ä never 
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never juſtify the one, and her hope that 


time might bring ſome alleviation of the 
other, enabled her wholly to ſupprefs her 


reſentment, and ſo far to overcome her ſor- 
row, as to baniſh from her countenance 


and manner every appearance of it. In the 
- courſe of her reflections ſhe had alſo made 


- ſome that had ſoftened. * heart toward 
Sir William. 


nt de that he would but let 
me love him. The heart that can form 
ſuch a wiſh is not far from its gratification, 


and it was with unaffected tenderneſs that 
Ellen propoſed to. Sir William to paſs the 


morning in an excurſion ſome miles out of 
town, which he had talked of a few days 


before : but Sir William coldly. repulſed 


her by an air of ſcornful indifference, and 
by __ he had EN men ts elſewhere. 


Elſewhere he went, "OR he quitted Ellen 
| the moment breakfaſt was over, and ſhe 


ſaw 


| PLAIN SENSE. 
fat him e mars in th cours ofthe 
Hm 


| Ellen had dig dedicated: 4 


1 


morning to ſome home occupatians, but 
the tumult of mind Sir William's unkind 
behaviour occaſioned, with the train of | 


dangerous refle&ions it drew after it, made 


her afraid to truſt herſelf with herſelf for a 


whole morning. The moment, therefore, 
that ſhe could compoſe herſelf, after his 


departure, ſhe ordered her carriage, and 
continued to _m_ enn, 9 bows 15 


till a late hour. 


on her return, the firſt card me gk was * . 
that of Mr. Villars, but ſhe had little tine 


to think of this circumſtance when ſhe 


found to her ſurpriſe that Sir William way | 


not yet returned home. 


They were SPA to ths at 155 hw 


ther's, but Ellen having waited in vain be- 
** . dinner * for the return of Sir 
William, 
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T's William? mes found herſelf 0 incxpieſtibly | 
uneaſy, that ſhe was in no condition to 


keep her engagement, ſhe therefore excuſed 
9 pe Men poi an no ing . ewe on; N nen 


: Lesens to „Ghich he hides tate" to give 
fs a” name, ſhe awaited with a degree of ex- 
| eruciaing impatience, de bad never be 
50 en N the return of Sir PE: eg} 


"&I PF} ; 
2 


The deR had Kuck 7 nine Alen ſhe 


heard his knock at the door; ſhe ran to 


the top of the ſtairs to meet bim, and 
catching hold of his hand, How glad 1 
am to toſee you, where, where have you been 2 

e have been at your brother” 8, ce faid 
he coldly, < but I could not ſtay when I 


37 6% 


heard you were ll; are ir better pr 2 


2 . 


A But where were you all this wi? 
vor” did? Fay not come ue ts nga * 


4 *, ; 


* 4 5 " $7 3% 1 - - uh. * * * 4 cc 5 
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: 10 was 1 late in be city; 1 And 
your brother would excuſe me: But what's 
{Oy matter? What ups ok e 0 
Wbile Ellen detailed Pet 1 tink __ 
: We e Sir William regarded her with 
an air as if he doubted the truth of what 

ſhe fad. | 
5 1 ye Re Nd 101 « vo nad 
been above the fooliſh fears of your ſex; it 

is a pity you gave way to them in this in- 

ſtance, you have miſſed ſeeing an old friend 

—Mr. W at your brothers. 7 


The iaſulting . of fag words 
fla Ellen's eyes with tears. N ie 


ce, hte; Sir William,“ bald ne, « <1 15 0 8 
miſſed nothing that I regret on that accounts 
I _affure. you: I ſee how youỹ ſuſpicions 
wrong me—but, receive my ſolemn promiſe, 

that as far as it depends upon me, Thave 
ſeen N. Villars for the * r 144d 
26 38 No 


mew 


9 5 ; | | ; 
= | 
N * 0 . 


B 
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| 
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* No romantic reſolutions, 1 beg; let 
der eee ae" By FOR. 


_ flown virtue. If Mr. Villars be as indifferent 


to you as he ought to be, and as you have 


pretended, why ſhould he not viſit at my 


houfe hke any other _— of Jeu or my 
acquaintance ? | eee 0 


«] might have aſked you that queſtion, 
for the ene ſeemed to oc from po” 


de it av" e Vie 


was to be at your brother's to-day? And 


J. No, upon my honour=-l ſtayed away 
for the reaſons. have * __ 


MD Then I abs your endes I have 6 
too hafty i in my concluſions perhaps : Mr. 
Villars is now my-acquaintance, you wilt 

confider him henceforward as ſuch; and if 
you would have me believe that you regard | 
| him in no other light, you will make him 


PLAIN ares. >, 89 
as much, and neither more or ifs of your 
parties than you do any other perſon, who 
has the * claim to * meien 
E 00 

This was s almoſt too muah for Ellen; but 
ſubduing every reſentment, and every ten- 
der feeling, ſhe faid, ** I will do in this, 
and all other things, as as, nearly what you 
wiſh as I can, and, where: I fail, I hope 
your candour and your love wall a | 
in Ng excuſe.” | 10 5 


« Oh! Ellen,” faid Sir William, graſping 
her hand, could you, but love me as I 
have loved you! But I am a fool to expect 
i. -I make myſelf ridiculous—\1} change 
my dreſs and we'll go together to Mr, 
Curzon's, and then let * nonſenſe be 


longauen 


oObl⸗ cried aa a herſelf, We 2 
deep ſigh, as he left the room, how im- 5 
* it is 0 lere this man. Ag as 


{ 3 


0 
8 >. 


f 1 


Th. pratx '$8NSE. | 


"At Mr. Curzon” 8 wer wet Lady Ali | 


99420 EY F 1. ; WW 


8 415 0 you are not ch als al * aid 
ſhe, ©I never thought you were; PII lay my 


=" FO =. #54 


fife you were afraid of —_— ical old 


Wies bid ave pile tant de Un- 


* accountable abſence of or” William bad 


1 


* 


= Ves, yes, very likely—I don? t believe 


a word of it though: But come, if you are 
not really afraid, ſhew it now, for there he 


is. In ſpite of his grave face 1 would ; bring 


5 M with me. Thank my frars, moons 
. by 


| Although this was not ee bid | 
in the hearing of Sir William, yet was he 


fo near.thar he loſt not a word of it. He 


EN now - walked on, and Lady Almeria ſald, 
I was running away, for the place is as 
dull as a quaker's meeting: 1 cannot get a 
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patty at caſſino, but with old Dovsgers, 
the very ſight of whom gives me the va · 
pours; but now you are come I ſhall have 


alittle chat; or, come, let us fit down to 


caſſino, and Mr. Villars hall be of our 


party, though he is almoſt as bad as an old 


Dowager too, but perha ps your preſence 
will enliven him.” N 


. * * 5 
1 1 7 - . N 


Mr. Villars "EY came up, ad with great 


gravity, hoped Bled was $ better. bags 


| ONES: 0 ; 7 
. 
«>. "6 Sd It 


«c Bleſs me, me was never ill; 05 faid the 
ever ralking Lady Almeria, f Wes, rold d you 


Gall along.” 


rather believe me than you,” faid Ellen 


with z a ſmile, wh 25 Ty am now quite well. . 


2 4 5 


This was 15 firſt time that Ellen had | 
ever called Henry Mr. Villars, when ſpeak- : 
of him, the word ran W "bis veins 


like | ice. 
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0 "Pra ds is fo, 3 anfier 
for every body,” ſaid be, faintly ſmiling, 
it is no wonder that with ſo much. buſi- 
neſs upon her hands, ſhe 1s. not always 

quite. accurate.“ 7 


I ſee 70 improve,” returned he, 
have not heard you attempt being ſaucy this 
age; but you mult play at caſſino with us. 


I have been doing nothing till I am tired 


to death.” * Let Sir William make a 


fourth,” ſaid Ellen.” 


| «No, indeed, * returned Lady Almeria, 
ſharply, * I have had a doſe of Sir William 
to-day, I can tell you; he N * in- 
tolerapig.“ . | 


66] hope you intend I ſhould love you 3 


better for ſuch freedoms do laid Ellen. Ku 


0 You not love me 1 wy I ; | befides, 5 


I may ſpeak what KL think, nee you may. 


do.“ ; 


« I have | 


80 urin $EN$8. | 93 


eq have not quite loſt that privitege,” 


returned Ellen, and I tell you plainly that 5 
if you mean I ſhould be of your caſſino 


party, you muſt be a little more agreeable,” 


4 Agreeable! Ty be as agreeable as an 


angel:—And fo go, that's a good ſoul, 
(ſpeaking to Henry) and find usa * 
but not Sir Willa,” ; 


Sham Henry müht take n of 


theſe infinuations, for Lady Almeria s ac- 
cuſtomed tattle, he could not but obſerve 


the ſhade of chagrin and melancholy that 


raſhed on Ellen's brow, and he obſerved it 


with an anxious curioſity to know its real 


cauſe. He returned in a moment, bring- 
ing Sir William with bum. 5 + 
95 ts; Thave obeyed. you 10 he t to 

bor Nd 
ce Obeyed me? No, 1 proteſt | agua 
playing with huſbands and wives: Sir Wil- 
_ ham, 
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P « : * * 2 14 * >= 


diam, 175 are the only; man in the. room X 


ret to. . 


1 0 
I 


« 3 vg OE, Glen, ſaid be with 1 


laugh, * that you are the only lady in the 
room that zwou/d have made the objection; 


and even that ſtretch of vanity won't conſole 


me under the misfortune of your diſplea- 
ſure.” Oh! I did not object to you poſi- 
tively, _ relatively, in your capacity of 
huſband.” 3 


* % s 
8 * - Fu ow 4 ww *r © Ly A ** 83 1 P \ * 
1 18 1 6 ; y t. * 
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5 | C There may 3 ſomething 8 in 
that objection, returned he, „ and now 
let you and me try to beat 8 e 
and Mr. We | To 


i little party at 7 diffuſed ſome- 


thing like caſe amongfl Henry, Ellen, and 
Sir William, in its conſequence, though 
it was little ſhort of martyrdom at the time; 
and from this night Henry viſited and was 
received at Sir William's houſe on the foot- 


| ing 25 a common acquaintance. „ 
1 Hab. 
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5 William : But Henry, who knew nothing 


of all this, fluctuated between hope and 
fear, that the penfive thou ghtfulneſs that 


3 ſometimes overſpread her countenance, 


might be imputable to the recollection of 
paſt ſcenes. He wiſhed her happy, he 
wiſhed her upright, but he knew not how 
to wiſh her wholly forgetful of his former 
ſufferings, or wholly inſenſible to his pre- 
ſent. Nothing, however, aroſe, that could 
lead tothe clearing his doubts. Ellen did not 


appear to ſhun, or to ſeek his company; 


ſue converſed with him with her uſual frank- 
neſs, treated him as her relation and friend, 


but ſeemed to have forgotten he had ever 
been her lover; Hong he often ſaw her eyes 


fill Wirh tears, and a ſigh of diffatisfaCtion | 
would fometimes 61965 her. 9 2 905 


He . TA attentions oe Sir Wil- 


liam, but could ſee nothing in his conduct 


that could give him reaſon to ſuppoſe the 


ſource of her unhappineſs lay there. Sir 
705 Hliam was in fact an impenetrable man, 


he 
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| he 8 1 to conceal from che whole 
world his real ee and he had be- 
ſides habitually different manners, and a 
different countenance for his de and 
his en n : 


He 3 to a on himſelf tends | 
cule that is attached to the character of a 
jealous huſband, and he wiſhed his acquaint- 
ance, eſpecially thoſe of his own ſtanding 
in life, to believe him rar, ſatisfied i in 
his nn 2 wife. | a 
| The Gi of 8 1 firock 
8 deeper into his heart every day: 
The more he knew af Henry, the more he 
knew him to be the man moſt ſuited to the 
ſentiments and feelings of Ellen: In acci- 
dental converſations he vas frequently 
ſtruck by the coincidence of their opini- 
ons. Their minds ſeemed to be formed in 
the ſame mould, their hearts to beat in uni- 
ſon, their wiſhes, their pleaſures, their pur- 
ſuits to be the fame ; the fimilarity of their 

vol. 11. * taſte, 
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taſte, and of their virtues, ſeemed to form 
them. for: each other, and he knew not how 
to cruſt, that the latter would be ſuch a bar- 


rier between them, as the former would not 


ſurmount; yet could not the keen eye of 
jealouſy diſcover in the conduct of oi ber 5 
any Ae to . | „„ 


All we e RE and above board; 

he could not obſerve that Henry ſought 
Ellen apart from him, or from the reſt of 
the world, nor could he diſcover in Ellen 


any affectation of too much or too little ſo- 
licitude in her intercourſe with Henry : 
But he ſuſpected that he himſelf loſt ground 


f daily in the eſteem of Ellen, for he knew 


that he deſerved to do ſo; and he believed 


it not in nature that Ellen not loving him, 


ſhould forget that ſhe had loved Henry. 
Henry too, ſo deſerving of her love! ſo 


almoſt avowedly conſidering her as the firſt 


of women! He could not have been more 


perfectly convinced of their mutual intelli- 
gence had he received the moſt ee. 


cal Proofs of it. 
Hence 
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Seas higprivate hours with Ellen were 
Gs} in indirect upbraidings, in cruel inſi- 
nuations, in direct charges of want of love 
on her part, which ſuch conduct ſerred 
completely to verifmjnm.. 


3 Ellen oppoſed to al this injuſtice the | 
calmneſs which good ſenſe diftates, and 


the. gentleneſs which a regulated mind 


inſpires. . She treated Sir William's un- 


kindneſs as the effect of a diſtemper, and 
ſhe thought ſhe ſaw no cure for it, but in 
the moſt undiſguiſed frankneſs. - 


« You _ conceived. 1 1200 diſtreſ- | 


ſing ſuſpicions, would ſhe ſay to him, -Þ 
the misfortune is the greater ſince being 
totally unfounded I know not how to clear 
myſelf from them: If you would preſerve 


any of that love in my breaſt, of the dimi- 
nution of which you ſo bitterly complain, 


8 


— 


you muſt give it ſomething whereon to 


feed; complaints, reproaches, and calum- 
F 2 | nies, 


1 
— 


? 


- $75.4 
0 


—_— PLAIN "SENSE. 


nies, were never the ane of aFeRion, 


Take me where you will, I am ready to ac- 
company you to the remoreſt corner of the 


world, there I will live only with you and 
for you: Fix upon any plan of life, where, 
c though excluded from the ſociety and plea- 


fares of it, you admit of its duties, and you 
will find me ever ready to concur : But let 
us not continue amid ſcenes of imagined 


amuſement and real mifery, where it is im- 


poofſibie but the very conduct you enjoin 
me fhould fill your heart with bitterneſs, 


and increaſe an evil, which-can only be 


"cured by the reflections which time and a 
continued obſervation on 18 real character 


will enable your to ma 


Ibis was good e but it bend. 
vice of cool reaſon, not the fervent ex poſ- 


tulations of ardent love, ſuffering under the 
mifery of ſuſpicion; Sir William therefore 
rather reſented than benefited by it, 


Retire - 


a 


S454 
1 * 
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Retirement, too, was by no means to his 
taſte: He could not have been happy, even 
in the love of Ellen, if he muſt only have 
enjoyed that love in a deſert. The world 
was the theatre on which his talents and his 
accompliſhments. were. ſhewn to moſt ad- 
vantage; in, the ſociety of men of genius, 
in the aſſemblies of people of high rank, in 
the circle of courts, Sir William had been, 
accuſtomed to be liſtened to, and admired; ' 
and it was in ſcenes ſuch as theſe that he 
could alone find happineſs. Could Ellen 
bave accompanied. him in them, and could 
he have been convinced that ſhe preferred 
him to every other man ſhe met there, 
his happineſs would have been complete: 


But in a ſolitude the gratification of his va- 


nity was wanting to his felicity; and in the 
world, the gratification. of his love. Poſ- 
ſeſſed, however, with the opinion, that El- 
len's heart was wholly given up to Henry, 
he no longer felt any pangs from jealouſy 
of which he. was not the object, and in re- 
moving her from him he removed her from 

F 3 — 
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all whoſe attention toward her gate him 


uneaſineſs; yet to ſecure his own honor in 1 

the preſervation of her's, was more a point 4h 

| of delicacy than a cure for the wounds of 7 — 

his m ind. Once convinced that ſhe had ſa- { 

.  crificed it to her paſſion for Henry, and he 1 

would have found, if not a compenſation, 

at leaſt a gratification in the ſecurity of the 

puniſhment he meditated; but for the pangs | 

inflicted by a perſuaſion that he had irreco- 0 

| _ - verably loſt her affection, no diſtance that J 

| 2 could place between her and Henry, no "IF 

| vengeance that he could purſue; no indemni- I 

| fication he could propoſe to himſelf, could T 

| heal his ſorrows, or reſtore him to peace. f 
| Solitude he would have thought rather fa- 

vorable than diſadvantageous to the ſenti-- 

ments he believed ſhe entertained, and cM 

therefore, both to occupy her mind with 3 

ſcenes in which Henry had no ſhare, as * 

well as to gratify her own taſte, they re- J 

u 

: i 

Elen, tl 


| moved, on nine town, to 1 2 7 
| 
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Ellen, the unhappy: victim of his mix- 
ture of ſelfiſhneſs and vanity, had flattered 
| herſelf that ſhe ſhould either have been 
permitted to have viſited Groby Manor, or 
to have returned to Oakley; but Sir. Wil- 
liam ſeemed to have an almoſt a aver- 
hon to both IN" | 
«Wh banevalins expences af Ellen, at 
Oakley, in which he had no inclination to 
join, or defire to countenance, he felt as a 
reproach. to him; and the ſcenes of Groby 
Manor he conſidered as too cloſely con- 
nected with the memory of Henry to be 
favorable to his intereſt. 


. 
— 


Ellen quitted wits without regret, bur 
ſhe did not go to Weymouth without re- 
luctance. The little lightneſs of heart 
which ſhe had carried with her to London, 
had long ſince been loſt in the increaſing 
_unkindneſs of Sir William; the amuſcments 
it afforded had loft their novelty, and with 
Weir novelty, to a mind ſo ill at eaſe as 
136 8 her's, 


— 
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her's, their power of intereſting: But the 


duties and pleaſures of a country life ſhe 
knew were ſo fuited to her taſte, as always 
to afford employment for her faculties, and 
gratification to her heart. She had loſt the 


hope of being able to love Sir William, or 


of awakening in ſo irrational and ſo ſelfiſh 
a mind as his, that ſpirit of juſtice, from 


which, even while he continued to love 


her, ſhe could alone hope for any degree of 
happineſs, and ſometimes extending her 
views into a futurity when probably he 
would love her no more, ſhe trembled for 


the ſituation in which ſhe = find 2 | 


But Ellen's good ſenſe forbade her totor- 
ment herſelf with the apprehenſion of any 


probable evils, and ſhe was more willing to 


encourage the hope, that if ſhe might be 
allowed to take up her abode at Oakley, 


whether Sir William choſe to be with her 
or not, ſhe might always be able to ſecure. 


to herſelf a very competent ſhare of con- 


tent, in the active diſcharge of her duties. 


At 
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At preſent the was, however, eval to : 
give up all thoughts of the quiet and inte- 
reſting occupations of the country, and to- 
prepare herſelf for all the fatiguing'diſſipa- 
tion, and fickening OR of a ſea- 
en * 


* : * 7% . 28 


r 


Ellen had ks been 2 very mort time at 

Wepa, before ſhe had reaſon to ſup- 
| poſe herſelf in a circumſtange that ſhe be- 
lieved-would give the greateſt pleature to 
Sir . 


During the firſt months of their marriage | 
he had expreffed an anxious impatience for | 
the proſpect of becoming a father, and had 
more than once teſtified chagrin and diſap- 
pointment, when there were no appearances 
of his foon being one. Ellen herſelf antici- 
pated a thouſand delightful cares and plea- 
ſures that would-ariſe from the: duties of a 
mother, and was not ſhy of owning to Sir 
William, that che indiſpofition under which 

„„ 
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Ges the ſuffered; would probably 1 bim 
in ge of his wiſhes. SEE 


But this A 54 PR: Chou bung re- 


. ceived by Sir William with pleaſure, ſeem- 


ed to overwhelm him with the ſenſe of ſome 
ſudden misfortune; his countenance chang- 


ed, his lips quivered with ſuppreſſed emo- 
tion, and he had hardly ſufficient command 
of himſelf to utter a word of kindneſs or 
congratulation on the ſubje&. 
All this was a perfect enigma to Ellen.— 
Happily i in this inſtance her innocence de- 


feated her penetration, and after much un- 


eaſy conjecture, ſhe reſted upon the ſuppo- 
ſition, (a ſuppoſition ſufficiently painful) 


that Sir William having loſt all love for her, 


had with it loſt all deſire of any farther tie 
between them. She was confirmed in this 
idea, when ſhe obſerved that he rather en- 


couraged than reſtrained her in riding, 


walking, and dancing. But Ellen, who be- 


gan to ſee that all the felicity of her future 


life 
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life might N depend ** children, 
became extremely ſolicitous not to loſe, by 


any indiſcretion of her own, her preſent 
nn of ſuch a Tource o happineſs, ws 


25 Sir William; without a to n | 
to the care ſhe was willing to take of her- 


ſelf, was always projecting ſome party of 
amuſement ; ſome riding, fiſhing, or fro- 


. licking expedition, that called for exertion 


of - bodily ſtrength. Ellen had very good 


health, and knew not how to hold herſelf | 
excuſed from ſuch engagements, without 


ſeeming to take a ſuperfluons and ſelfiſh 
care of an intereſt which nobody elſe * 
n to think about. 1 8 


E, - Having ſpent too months at Weymouth, 


Sir William formed a party with another 
family to travel through South and North 


Wales, to croſs the kingdom from Cheſter 
to Scarborough, and fully to occupy the 


time until Chriſtmas, when they were en 
paged to ſpend a month with Mr. Mor- 
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daunt, ia Lady ny at their houſe, | 
in Devonſhire. 


Ellen ventured to plead for a little reſt, 

and mentioned Oakley, but Sir William 
told her, that travelling would do her 
good, and that he had planned the whole 
ſcheme entirely on her account. 


She was leſs diſinclined to give into it, 
from the hopes that when they were ſo far 
: North as Scarborough, ſhe ſhould be able 
to perſuade Sir William to make a viſit to 
- Groby Manor. She communicated this 
hope to her father, and in this hope ſhe 
performed her peregrination through Wales, 
with much ſatisfaction. But by the time 


they arrived at Scarborough, Sir William | 
7 Fig declared the ſeaſon ſo far advanced, that no 
175 . confideration would induce him to venture 
mile farther North, and under this pre- 


tence he hurried her by 1 e inte | 
Ber hire. 5 
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Bled, happily, ſuffered little by all theſa 
: journeyings, but when ſhe found herſelf 
once again at Oakley, ſhe would have been 
very happy if ſhe might have remained 
there for ſome time; Sir William, how 
ever, declared bimſelf impatient to join the 
ſociety at Stanton Park, and to Stanton 
Park they accordingly went. 


Lady Almeria had filled her houſe with 
a numerous party of young diſſipated people 
of faſhion : Hunting, riding, ſhooting, bil- 
lards, and ſhuttlecock, engaged the morn- 
| ings; the pleaſures of an expenſive table, 
high play, muſic, and dancing, occupied 
the evenings. Here appeared love in all 
its degrees, from the ſerious, ſighing, jea- 
lous ſwain, to the pert fluttering coquet, 
who laughed at the paſſion the affected to 


Mr. 8 ee” Lady Aba bad 
long ceaſed to affect even the ſemblance of 
a paſſion which had carried them ſo preci- 

FOE 
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Piiately into Scotland together, but in hay. 
ing ceaſed to contribute to each other's. 1 
_ Pleaſures, they had but fallen into a contrary | 
extreme of wiſhing to interrupt them. He 

was careleſs, ſhe indifferent he coquetted 55 ( 
with every pretty woman who would liften 
to him, and ſhe flirted with all the be- 

able men who came in her way. 


83 


| She had juſt lain 1 a poor neglected 
; little girl, who, confined to the nurſery, was 
ſeldom viſited by her mother. In ſcenes 
ſuch as theſe, where Ellen found ſo much 
to diſapprove, and ſo much to lament, this 
nurſery ſeemed her beſt refuge, and OE 
| * Wee mange hours every day 


$$ 
j 
1 
} 
' 
' 


| Fr wh William, Fn 8 abode. at Wey- 
[| mouth, ſeemed to have loſt much of his 
former paſſion for Ellen, yet he could not 
ſee her, in ſuch a circle as that with which 
time was now ſurrounded, without feeling 
| her ſuperiority—He did feel it—his love 


ſeemed to revive, and he ofien ſought-her 
0 
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in this s Gme murky where ſhe paſſed ſo | 


Ellen, who never loſt Geht of the virtu- 15 
ous deſire of being one day able to inſpire 
Sir William with ſuch a way of thinking as 
| would excite and retain her affection, felt 
her hopes of the approach of ſo deſirable a 
period ſpring anew, whenever domeſtic 
pleaſures, or domeſtic virtues appeared to 
engage his attention, or occupy his heart. 


She was delighted to ſee him quit the diſ- 


ſipated, and, in fact, vicious ſociety of the 
drawing · room, or the eating parlour, to 
ſeek her in the innocent receſſes of the nur- 
ſery. With ſportive fondneſs ſhe would 
endeavour to make him take his ſhare in 
nurſing the bantling, and would anticipate 
their mutual pleaſure when they ſhould 
have ſuch a plaything of their own: But 
from this ſubje& he always appeared to 
ſhrink, and though he followed her to a 
nurſery, rather than be abſent from her, he 
came there only for the purpoſe or drawing 


8 her away from it. 
CHAP, 


— 
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CHAP. vIII. 


| — Tm angling now, | 
8 u Though FO MOR me not, how I give e? 
| SHAKESPEARE, 


LLEN had now been at Stanton Park 


more than a month, and the little 


pleaſure ſhe took in the ſociety there, or 


rather, the poſitive diſapprobat ion ſhe felt 


towards moſt of the individuals that com- 
poſed it, had cauſed her, as it were, to fold 
up her charms and her talents in a civil re- 


ferve, that forbade her all familiarity in 


thoſe who — her. 


At cis time Mr, Villars arrived at Stan- | 


ton Park, : 
| There 


0 = 


= 
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There had never been any diſtinction 
between Ellen's manners towards him, and 
towards thoſe, who with him had frequent- 
ed her houſe in town: There, whatever dif- 
ference. of character might really exiſt, in 
the interchangement of the common-place 
civilities of an aſſembled intercourſe, little 
difference could appear: But here, where 
in the freedom and familiarity of behaviour 
that prevailed, every vicious principle ſeem» | 

ed to be diſplayed, and every depravity of 
the heart to be laid open here indeed 
there was a decided diſtinction. When ſne 
converſed with Henry, no coldneſs ſat upon 
her brow, or reſtrained her tongue, her 

heart was upen her lips, the ſmile of ap- 
probation dimpled her _ and ſpackled 5 
in her eyes. 


(© 
0 


Henry came immediately from Groby 
Manor to Stanton Park. Of Groby Manor, 
of her father, of her ſiſters, of her beloved 
Thorntons, ſhe was never weary of talking: 
There was no inquiry . to all theſe, | 
| that 


7 — 


„ PLAIN: nr. 


that was too minute, no o citcuinſtance that 
was not N ; 


Dh = theſe converſations, it is true, Ellen 


wiſhed nothing ſo much as that Sir Wil- 
liam ſhould partake; for ſhe wiſhed nothing 
28 ſo much as that they ſhould be equally im- 
: portant to him; but the vivacity that the 

arrival of Henry ſeemed to have inſpired 


her with, was a mortal offence to Sir Wil- 
liam, and a confirmation, Strong as proof 


of Holy 1 of all he had e ſuſ- 
pected. 5 . 


From this period the moſt deadly hatred 
ſucceeded in the breaſt of Sir William to 
that love which he had once felt for Ellen, 
and from this period he nouriſhed the moſt 
determined reſolution of revenge. 


4 * Sir William ow indeed capable of 


that hypocriſy, of which he moſt unjuſtly 
ſuſpected Ellen. The dread. he entertained 


of vin marked : as a jealous huſband, en- 
abled 


% 
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7 


abled him to difſemble, even wich her, the 
pangs that 1 his TOY foul. g 


ide of 8 adit be 908 manifeſted. | 


in town, he continued his newly reſumed 


fondneſs; frequently made Henry the ob- 


ject of his panegyric ; pointed out to her 


his ſuperiority to thoſe around him, ſhew- | 
ed a pleaſure in his converſation, and al- 
ways ſought to make Ellen a party in it. 


To this depth of diſſimulation he was in- 
ſtigated, not only by a deſire to eſcape the 


ridicule of jealouſy, but by a hope, that by 


thus laying all ſuſpicion aſleep in the minds 
both of Henry and Ellen, he ſhould attain 
a a certainty of that, which though he did not 


doubt, he could by no means prove, and 
nothing ſhort of proof he knew could bear 
him out, even in his own opinion, in che 


courſe he was reſolved to PRs 


The art of Sir William was much more 
than a match for the ingenuous innocence 


of Ellen: She entertained not a doubt hut 
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that he was convinced of the Oy" I of his 
former ſuſpicions, and the moment ſhe be- 


lieved ſuch ſuſpicions were abandoned, ſhe 
' ſincerely forgave them; ſhe conceived that 


be really was well fatisfied: that ſhe ſhould 


entertain and manifeſt towards Henry, that 


couſinly regard which ſhe had never diſ- 


avowed, but which, on the contrary, ſhe 


had always declared ſhe ſhould carry to her 


grave. On the ſtricteſt examination of her 


inoments in which ſhe could have believed 


heart, ſhe diſcovered nothing in her ſenti- 
ments for Henry that ſhe could wiſh. to 
conceal; and when ſhe beheld, as ſhe be- 
lieved, Sir William relieved from every je- 
lous doubt, ſhe had on this ſubject nothing 


farther to wiſh. Henry too appeared. to 
have recovered his natural tone of mind, 


and Ellen ſecretly congratulated herſelf on 
the accompliſhment of thoſe. hopes which 

had cheered the darkeſt * of her for · 
mer ſorrowes. 


Enllen's temper was ſanguine there were 


any 
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any * as ; certain, chat it t vas poſſible the 
united efforts of virtue and 8 ſenſe could 
e 


. Nonp- faid he to herſelf, L fee Henry 


happy; Sir William will in time be all T 
wiſh him; his love for me will be rational 


as it is tender; he will deſerve, and I will 


give him my whole heart ; after all my ſor- 


rows, and all my apprehenſions, there will 
not be a happier lot than the one 1 * 


drawn.“ 


It depended wholly on Sir William to 
have realized this picture of happineſs; he 
choſe to convert it into ſcenes of the moſt 


genuine wretchedneſs. 


The delight with which ſuch thoughts 
often filled the mind of Ellen, as ſhe fat 


converſing with Sir William and Henry, 
frequently ſpread an ineffable air of ſatis- 


faction and tenderneſs over her features. 


Heney i at theſe moments beheld her as the 


image 
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image of virtue itſelf ; and Sir William re- 


| garded her as the moſt abandoned of her 


ſex — The time will come,” thought he, 


ce the time will - come !*—and in this 


thought he was able to repreſs the reſent- 


to begin the period of puniſhment and ven- 
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ment which ſwelled his Benn almoſt to 


breaking. 


— 


a 


The taſk, however, of diſſimulation, at 


length became too painful, and he longed 


geance. Ellen was to lye-in in town, and 
to town, for this purpoſe, ſhe removed 


about the beginning of Februar. 


f F 5 . 


CHAP. 


5 + PLAIN .SENSE 4 


I FEST 8 "M0 : : N 
2 5 — Oime e eln, 
« Che cambio e queſts, che tu * be 
6 Colui. * 25 2 


44 Che effer dovea, es m | hai, | 
«© Ti par che in luogo, ed inveſtor di quello 
* Sj debba por coſtui, ch ora mi dai?” “ 
f . 5 . Antes ro. 35 


ROM the inſtant of their 1 
Stanton Park, Sir William's behavi - 
our was entirely changed — he ſeemed not 


now to wiſh to diſguiſe the ill opinion he 


had formed of her. He reproached her 
explicitly for the pleaſure ſhe had manifeſt- 
ed in the company of Henry, and he openly 
exulted in the art with which he had laid 
5 her 


120 N PLAIN SENSE. 
her caution uſelels, and by which he- -had 
| been able to aſcertain her real ſentiments.” 

_Uiten heard'Sir William with an indi L 
nant aſtoniſhment, that for ſome time de- 
prived her of the power of ſpeech—She 

| knew not how to defend herſelf againſt a a 

charge, the truth of which involved no 
criminality. She had conſidered every 

mark of regard which ſhe had ſhewn to 
Henry as fanctioned by Sir William's ex- 
preſs approbat ion, and ſhe knew it did not 
contain a particle of that kind of love which 
the moſt extended of this n _ 
— kibir, 


% 


The reſeritmwdes of Ellen were always | 
mort lived, and even before ſhe had voice . 
to reply to Sir William's injuries, ſhe felt 
ſomewhat like compaſſion, though perhaps 

a little mingled with erm her 
mind towards him. e 


«© That 


ii SENSE. ; . WM a, 5 
10 (That it can fair” your: ideas job he. 
not and tenderneſs,” ſaid; be; to endea- 
vour to betray thoſe who: you: are bound to 
defend, is what I can only be incerely ſorry : 
for ;- but to treat that as a diſcoyety Which - 
you owe to your own artifice ; ;; that, which | 
is a Vain; endeavour ts: dupe ee ee 
time: Tho“ innocence is unſuſpiciqus, it 
is not ſottiſu. Be aſſured you have diſco- 
vered nothing, for notliing was attemptetl! 
to be. concealed : From the firſt hour I 
accepted your heart, yo knew the whole b 
of mine; if you have not ſecurtd it your 
own long before now, the failure has not 
f ariſen fromm my partiality to another, but 
for: the want of thoſe qualities in yourſelf; 
on which affection only ean be grounded: 
| L have laboured to love you, and never 
were vou ſo nearly in poſſeſſtion of my 
heart as at the moment when you have 
choſen to load me with the moſt injurious > 
reproaches.”. What can 1 fay, moſt, un- 
Nr that my! 
vor. VF oe woo © DOE" | 
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heart ſhall FO be 
8 herne deſetve 6 


8 Goa falt Fr e a kills. To be- 
: Deve bimtelf alone accountable for the loſs 


very high degree, and Sir William would 
have almoſt conſented to have ſeen. her in 
the arms of Mr. Villars, to have been aſ- 
__ fured of her life. It was not however, by 
a the death of Ellen that heaven had deter- 
| mined to puniſh Sir William She was de- 
SY ROO of a Ss and declared out of danger. 


s rain 28038. ; 


res when you know 


- Sir William crembled with . 


true affect ions, was a pang of 


5 angui iſh, as human nature 
could not bear. To think her falſe and 
wotthleſs was a ſuffering of a milder kind. 
— Barring his mind againſt conviQion, he 
gave way to a rage which was only a tem- 
porary aſſuagement of his ſufferings, the 
| Tourte' in future of the bittereſt ſelf-reproach. 


The agitation that his violence occaſioned 


to Ellen, threw her into labour: Her ſitua - 
tion became critical and hazardous in a 


Amid 


it was the light- 


AIR $8858. 


x & Achat ths varied N e of 
grief, terror, and reſentment, that filled tbe 


mind of Ellen, ſhe experienced as ſhe claſp- | = 


ed her child to her boſom, a ſource of joy 
which no misfortune that threatened her- 
ſelf alone could embitter; yet ſhe regretted 


but the more that in the father of her in- GT 


| fant ſhe could nor love the huſband of her , 
. 


Sir William, der pretence of Sting : | 


| her from every emotion that might be pre | i 


judicial abſented himſelf for ſome days 5 
from her apartment; and Ellen made uſe 


| of this! interval to bring her mind i into ſuch | CES 


— = 


-of charity with him, as would enable ; 
her to receive him, when they did meet, 
with a kindneſs, that might ſhew her diſ- 
poſed to forget all 892 Tad. Peru at their 5 
laſt intervie rp. 5 
She preſented his ſon to Vm with a faine 5 


ſmile, faying, © Let this be the pledge of 1 
oblivion for all that is paſſed, and the aſs 


furance of an unbroken wie" for ther time | 
to come.” Pn ng lh” | 


EG. - „Abet“ 


— . OC 
* 


124 Ep PLAIN neg. 
3 «A fon!” ſaid Sir William, looking 
<p Di 298 not know it 584 boy?” 00 


Ellen. | 
1 Yes,” | returned Sir William, and. again 


* 


- earneſtly 1 in the boy” 1 


. 


wee «A: fon}”. . 

e Dear Sir William, take your: chad 
into your arms, the touch. of his. lips will 
| baniſh every uneaſy thought—I have <faund 
them a ſovereign ange 
135 « 80 might 1 too! 8858 TT 
16 Why do you not ery then? ” 12 
7 No, i it is a woman 8 remedy.” 

It is a parent's,” returned Ellen: 


G My: 
* g * * 


3 


| bY "Times", ſaid Sir William 51 kg. She 


 rouched not the child, VVV 
Ellen pained, wondering, confuſed, "ip a 


variety of indiſtinct thoughts, haſtily ſnatch» 


ed the boy to her heart and burſt into tears. 


Sir William alarmed, tried to ſooth her 
1 every tender expreſſion he could think | 
of; but he did not careſs the child, nor 


vid he appear to regard i it either as a pledge 


of oblivion, or as an aſſurance of Amity. | 
Ellen 
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Elen rect 5 check abt? the anxiety 862 5 
ber mind affected her body; ſhe ſaw Sir 
William gloomy and diſcontented, and 
though he reſtrained himſelf from acts or 
words of ill humour or Teproach, the ſame 
dark fuſpictons | ſermed to lower in his 
mind, pou” the fame teſentment to. #760 
his breaft. 8 : 
Ellen was now able to 80 but i ber 
carriage, and ſhe thought ir proper no lon- 
ger to delay making Sir William acquaint- 
ed with the reſolution ſhe had formed: It 
was not long befote be 9 225 Ray” an oppor- 
tunicy of doing fo. 
WI? meeting her one day on hehe return 
from an airing, he obſerved that the colour 
began to return to. her cheek, and the 
af val life to appear in her eye, and he added, 


in a cold and reproachful tone, You will 


foon be able to return to ſociety, you will 
ſoon be able to ſee al} your fffends 


"mT" have a very few words to fay, Sir Wil- . 


ham, o chat kn wt returned Ellen, 
: th e and 


— 


2 2 — 


and if you are at leiſure be. din 
t hear them now.“ $2.47 6 


; « provoking 


a. "PLAIN, ens. 


| a enongh M 


< You are not ging 19 make me. ”F 


| ſpeech ? C ee, En 
. 4 HER 40. not an in ys atory ” replied 

| Ellen, „hat I have ar nil be com- 

priſed in a very few: words? 


Well, Madam,” cried he, with.an OY 
30C kery, ca 1 attend. sf 
When firſt L was made ſenſible oft _ 


| Hey ideas that you entertained of my cha- 


racer,” ſaid El len, I was led to hope that 


ſuch jealouſy might only be the exuberancy 
of too ardent a love, and Itruſted tothat love 
and my own rectitude for the remedy: 


When I had reaſon to think the evil had 
a deeper root, that it ſprung from the con- 
ſtitution of your mind, and that, perhaps, 


| you could not change it, I offered, with the 


moſt genuine ſincerity, to withdraw with 


vou from the whole world, and to live 
only for you. This was treated as the 
flight of an abſurd and romantic mind, and 


I was enjoined to conduct myſelf to all 
With 


Vou know if ever 


n SENSE,” 


with whom le v4 
—1 obeyed this er hos ar às 1 
poſſible to obey it he honeſt affections 
of the heart, high: Id Wee wowed, 1 
eee the ic, 5 the olithy 155 
the good and the bad; ſtood not cot] 
ed, nor could they by-t 
my diſtinction went be- 
4 yond what ſuch aſfections and ſueh differ- 
ence could warrant; nd 1 know, moſt 
feelingly, that notwithſtanding a conduct 
reſulting from ſuch principles, as will ſtand 
the ſtricteſt inveſtigation, I have not been 
able to acquit myſelf in your opinion: E 
believe it impoſſible that you ſnould at this 
time doubt my honor, but you ſcruple not 
to tell me, that 1 have voluntarily gem £ 
my affections to another: What may you! 5 
not next believe? I ſhrink from he 
thought, and it choves me to preſerve ̃ 
myſelf from a ſuſpicion that may involve | 
in the effects of its injuſtice thoſe WhO are 
yet unborn What I once aſſumed as a 
aw. G4 ds kindneſs. 


is injunction. 5 ; 


* . 
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Land 


kindneſs co you, — Abi 
ſhelter for my ſelf. 1 will noti-again join 
any ſociety, I will not again ſee any friends 
that can awaken injurious doubts in your 
| breaſt; If it is your will that I ſhall remain 

in town, Iwill remain ee as a cloſe pri - 
Pome in my own bouſe; but if you with.to 


avoid the appearance of ſingulariry, which 


ſuffer me to go down to Oakley, my health 
vill furniſh a reaſonable pretence for fuch 


even the ſhadom of a, caufe for thoſe jea- 
louſies Mhich ee eli und e 6020 
miſerable.“ 1097 06: Tis 

Sir William a Sacks os hs 


8 aftomibinent, by the calm and im- 


preſũye ſtatement, that Ellen thus made of 


her wrongs, and of her conduct: ſome 


purpoſe labouring in his mind ſeemed, in 


ſpite of himſelf, to be ſuſpended g/l the 
| oo yarn AEOne chan 39; 


Would eee * faid he. uk 


La „ ſhall net he alone, my boy will be: 


di. 8 with 


bein ass. 


| wt me; and 1 in yet Ape c u Ak lobe 5 
for me is not ſo extinct in his father's breaſt, 
bot chat he N ſomefimnes be e 155 Tr 

viſe 7 1 do Sap . 
A ſudden ſhade of diſtri and indign Fa 
tion croſſed Sir William's brow. 111 
6 You doubt it TOO, fake will v vis 3 
, fit you,” > 17 2 3 7 Del BP feb rags | : 
_ 5 Flopd ſo lid Ehen dan 0 « Thes 
you approverty' plan, Sir William F | 
will foffer ene to remove ie Oakley VF 
Jes; to queen i there te court 386 1 
Pulariey by infiious chartties=to' form 4 
party ef rhe ſcutm of the earth to build 
Food repbeacion off the downfall of mine.” 
0/46 G9 Sd excliimed Ellen, then 
choelligg herſelf; © far are all fuch thoughts = 
. For me,: > fad! the, der y Have no predilec- 15 
ten for” Oakley; you have an eftate iin 
Wales, tet me go chere Send me imo the. ; 
| North 6fSe6dand=banith'tie to Treland= | 
do wien me what you if, wieh"tiscxcep- @ | 
non only 40 mot keep ue hers ati cm-. 
pet e where the ptreſt We. 
We 1520 2 '3: Lo nocence | 
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nocence cannot er me from the foul 
ed e Sir WI liam's e Mis 
to be ſhaken—he remained filent- gas 
thoughtful. - Mr ow | 
| LAGS could | beliexe it was „hate. and 
<7 2256 OH 1 Know not wer means to ſe on con- 
ä vince you it is ſo, but ſuch as I have uſed 
in vain,” ſaid Ellen, © it appears to me that 
your mind is deeply infected with a diſtem- 
per that nothing but time and your o. n 
reflections will cure; let me wait the reſult 
of theſe quietly and inoffenſively, far from 
any poſſibility, by any manners or conduct 
' happineſs reſults to either of us from being 
now together; on the contrary, ſo; many 


cauſes of mutual offence may ariſe, as may 
ſerve definitively to alienate our hearts from 
each other, and, make it impoſſible at any 
future period, however diſtant, to entertain 
that mutual friendſhip. ſo eſſential to our 


neh, our Fares and our reputation. 
MT, 3 . 00; Well,“ * 


2 2 . Well; 1 (rid Sir William, a 
Weste pauſe,. «be it ſo, the expe 


But whom do you mean to take into your 
ſecret? Who i is to be confidant? (pr 41 
- #7306, No one 

kay: conceal from myſelf, and be aſſured 

Iwill not burthen any one * with the 

knowledge füt e 1; tn 

And ſhalt you not write zpatheti 

deer to your coufin, deſiring he will keep ou 

of your way, and bidding him farewel-?— 

- And talk of the ſacrifice of Finden to 

duty, che of better time 


cence will have all its rights, Shia you may Fa 
ayow the eftrem with which you always have 
been, and always ſhall be And ſo turn a 

period and make a flouriſhing concluſion? | 


Would not this be according: to rule?” 
; © The paroxyſm is ſtrong now indeed, 


aid. Ellen, 25. F will leave you,. and wait 


your deciſion as to where I ſhall g9-” 


5 Stay. that. may be decided in A. 75 


. ment : LAN. ls the beſt place, your: re⸗ 
aa. 66 Ss treat 


CE 5 
IS 1 
0 f * . : #2 7 


went 
may ſerve as a trial in more ways than one: 


this is a ſecret I would wil- | 
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treat thete witl appear moſt Saal Ja 
raiſe leaſt conjecture. W ben wal you: be 
: able to 0 gor 7 F5 ne 1 REE IN 
n In Teſs ban a re ek a0 T entreat 1 you, 
Sir William; to'let that time be ſpent with 
as little diſcompofore as poſſible: | On my 
part you ſhall ſee nothing but good hu- 
If dot e e it, cheerful- 
neſs,” Ty IL gle = 5 to FE 08 VE 
G ood God why ſhould we part 2— 


+160 


7 ORA Ellen, are you al you ſeem to be 2” 


you vill, ere long. be convin- 

Fam; and I think the preſent arrange- 
mietk elkkkely te produce that convieti i ions. * 
your Tou wiſtrthen to ge 1 417 
do, but 1 ſhould not if 1 could 
nHeve that com nuing here, 1 could ward off 
thoſe unjuſt thoughts that make us both fo 
miſerable ? 5 d it n blue Fr 
8 ee ann your had beter 80. pettaps | 
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5 m— unreprovecd. Or at leaſt the bal, 3 
one for whom her Affections were not em- _ | 

ſome fol reflection. UE... 1} 
-She'could no wok from heifelf "LL 


Sit William fudidufly' held her apart 0 c 
her fimity, ant he Had fo profeſſed — 
face againſt. Mifs Thornton, that except * 
üngle forchigtit which ſtie Had tpent at GA! ?⸗- 
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| ley, Ellen had not ſeen her fince her mar- 
riage; nor was he more willing that either 
of her filters ſhould be with her, and in the 


early days of the breaking out of his dif- 
content, he had reproached her fox . 
her father wich a warmer affection an & 
loved him. Ho, 5 


With Lay Almeria who was always far- 


8 by a ſociety in which he himſelf 


found pleaſure, and whom he knew Ellen 
8 could not love; and with her brother, who 
ſhewed not much love to her, he ſuffered 
ber to aſſociate with that degree of fami- 
_ liarity the nearacſs of their connexion war- 
nanted, but he held her as much as poſſible 
* - aloof from the v whole world beſides. He 
wilbed., her to be always. f in company, but 
he would have the promiſcuous crowd 
with which he had ſurrounded her n 
and alike indifferent to her. 


A mode of life in which the. 3 


had no ſhare would have been, in itſelf, ex- 

tremely irkſome to Ellen, and when joined. 
. e my they Sir William 

| _ ſpared 


4 
a3 

7 * 
4 * 
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A 


to town. This occu 
ſource o 


ar Oakle) e 


Kc ppb 
Oakley ſhe Sins to repoſe as in a fe- 
arbour, after having been long to! 
in ſtorms thiat threatened ſhipwreck. 
She nurſed her boy, and this was one 
reaſon that was given to the world for her 
retiring to the country at that ſeaſon of the 
year, when every body elſe; . 


n was &perpernl. 
0 | delight and intereſt to her. Alone 


2 s could dedicate the whole f 


s to- ſo delightful- a 
care; and ſhe ſaw, or fancied the ſaw, in 
the ſieut limbs. e ere igent ſparkling | 


tle" baby to town with her, n W 
and want of good air ſoon reduced it to a 
very very pitiable ohject. Ellen was told it was | 
ill; and earneſtly entreated Lady Almeria 


to let it join the nurſery at Oakley: To 
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ide Ale was ſent down into Berkſhire | 
to add ta the cares and pleaſures of Ellen. 
_ With her two children, and the various 
means of occupation which her underſtand- 
ing and her heart provided her with, Ellen 
began to regain a degree of eaſe and hap- 
pPineſs, which, except at very hore: inten- 
vals, had been long a ſtranger to her bo- 
ſom. Alb remains of reſentment towards 
Sir William em irely ſubſided; ſhes again 
flatterecl herſelf that if ſhe could once” in- 
ſpite him with a taſte for the calm delights 
of the country, the mighe be able in rime 
t correct his unhap n apcitude to ſuſpi- 
eion, to cradicate: Al. jealouſy from his 
mind, and making him worthy of bor love, 
lore hint wit lb am aſfoct ion moreſræaſonable, 
and as warm as any btthadever felt for hes: 
She congraculatect herſelf on the- part ſhe 
had taken, and was ready; to purſuadde her- 
ſelt that her paſb verations were only a 
more oettain road to happineſ .. 
She wrote to Sir Mliltiam fre quamiy, de 
— all ſhe did, and recounting the wit- 
ticiſms 


— 


Km, 
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ticiſms of Almeria, who; however, could 
not yet ſpeak, and the wonderful tricks and 
| atchievements of her boy. In return, Sir 
William's letters were ſhorr, contained bit 
| tle but the anecdote of the day, and never 
replied in any way to the domeſtic and 
nurſery ſtones whach made the abe of 
Ellen's. 

Ellen was willing to "lay all this A 
bility to the way of life Sir William was 
engaged in, ſo unfavorable to the feelings 
of the parent and the huſband, and to hope 
the cure for all lay in his being mae ſenſi- 
ble of the ſuperior pleaſure that would ariſe 
from ſuch feelings, to that Which every 
other gratification apart from them could | 
beſtow. In this hope ſhe urged him much 
to make a viſit to Oakley, but e he 
hack een little enen eee L2H 
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« 0 3 dio, comei giu Join umani, 
. wr offuſcati fon ok un x nembe olcuro,” 


1 of 1 


herſelf in every virtuous propen- 


ſity, and already began to reap the reward 
that uſually attends the gratification of ſuch 
propenſities, Henry was a prey to the moſt 


 Tormenting diſquietule. : 
On his arrival in town, he had learnt EI. 


; len s removal into the country, and he had 
heard aſſigned as a reaſon for it, her o-. 
health, which had ſuffered much from her 


confinement, and the cares ſhe had taken 
upon her with reſpe& to her boy. N othing 


could appear more natural than theſe rea- : 
Le and with Heary, who knew Ellen's 
1 1 


— 


HILE, Elen v was tus indulging 


— 


AlpoRtion; they would have found, but for 
one circumſtance, a moſt ready belief. 


Sir William's conduct during the time 


| they had all paſſed in Devonſhire together, 


had compleatly deceived him; he believed 


that Sir William felt for Ellen all the love 


chat ſhe was ſo well formed to inſpire, and 

| he never had reaſon to ſuppoſe that Ellen. 

| did not rejoice. in and return his love. But 
in Henry's opinion it ill conſiſted with ſuch. 

a mutual affection, that Sir William ſhould 


ſuffer Ellen to go without him into the 


country, in eircumſtances in which the, 
might be ſuppoſed particularly to call for 
more than common attention, or that he 
could conſent ſo ſoon to loſe ſight of their 
firſt pledge of love; a boy too, which is 


generally as dear to a father as a mother. 


AN was this circumſtance that raiſed 56. 
picion in the mind. of Henry, that there. : 
was ſomething more. in Ellen's preſent re-. 


tirement than the world i in general beliey- 
ed; yet was he. cautious. in his endeavours: 


to e Weder his. ſuſpicions, were, 


" ad | grounded 
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Sandes in truth, leſt he ſhould bemmv- 


nicate ſimilar doubts to others. e 


He threw himſelf as much as potible 3 in 


the way of Sir William, who prefer ved to. 
wards him the manners he had held when 


they were together: in Devonſhire; it being 
Sir William” s unalterable reſolution, even 


in the vengeance that he meditated againſt 
Ellen, that the world ſhould - never know 
that he had entertained a | ſuſpicion of ber 
virtue or her love. . 


Sir William would often foeak of Files, 


would mention the partiality ſhe entertained 
for a country life, the new- born attachment 
to her boy, which ſeemed toſwallow up every 
other affection, and fometimes he would la- 
ment that it deprived himſelf, and the reſt 
of her friends, of her company in town. 


Henry upon thoſe occaſions was ſtrongly 
tempted to aſk, what could detain him there, | 


while Ellen was in the country; but as he 
could not forget, neither could he hope, that 
Sit William could forget the connexion that 


had once Wen between Elles abd himſelf. 
LIDO 3 I The | 


vn aus. . 14 


The nnn of this connexion im- Fg 
poſed: a ſcrupulous delicacy upon him when 
ever he mentioned Ellen to Sir W illiams 
Asi it was a ſubject he never began, ſo it was 
one that he always put an end to as ſoon as 
Mble. Sir William perceived chis ſnyneſs, | 
and imputed it to the worſt of motives; from 
a reſtleſs defire to diſcover what he dreaded 
to aſcertain, he ſcarcely, ever ſaw Henry, 
without introducing, i in ſome way or other, 
the ſubje& of Ellen's;retirement, and Hen 
at length began to think there was ſame- 
; thing, of affectation, or deſign, in this. 

e Heu, 8. Sins was in this tare of . 


1 


ears more looks, 5 pic fas” bench, 
Lady Almeria's own aitendant 3 | 
to the woman who, waited upon Ellen, they 
were both Northumberland girls, and El- 
len? 8 ſervant had fpent all her life, till taken 
into Ellen's ſervice, within a bow-ſhot of 
Groby Manor Hence ſhe could tell of the 
carly love between her lady and Mr. Villars, 
* aſi cryckies of Lord Villomkhe diſtreſs 
2 of 
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of the lovers, the ſodden appearance of 


Henry on the eve of Ellen's marriage, with 
every (circumſtance relating to the affair 
that was made public, and with many that 


had never happened, and which were re · 


; ih OW mifapprehenſion al. pt 
It was 3 8 knowledge be of BEE that 
really had paſſed, and from her belief in till 


more that never paſſed, that ſhe had drawn 


the concluſion, that Ellen would never love 
Sir William. Thus, from the day of her 


marriage ſhe never ſaw a ſhade of diſcontent 


upon Ellen's brow that ſhe did not impute 


(according to the chamber - maid- like idea 
of the invineibility of a firſt ene to her 


8 having been croſſed in love. 


With a mind thus preoccupied by u this 
fancy, it was not poſſible that the whole of 
Sir William's unkindneſs, and its effects 


upon Ellen, ſhould be entirely concealed 


from her. What ſhe fell ſhort of -i in real 


knowledge, ſhe made up in conjecture, and 
all ſhe comertured. ſhe! reported as fact 


1 Much 


S 


SE OP 
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Puch of it indeed was s, cough d ſhe 4 
not know it. 8 
- Ellen: kings 7 e ROW in 5 


locked up in a cabinet, of whi eee 


the key with her in the country, about this 
time Weng oy ee town to ee a : 
to her. 

"ts whe had ber mind full of all ch . 
the believed had happened in Sir William's 
family fince ſhe laſt ſaw her couſin, made 
uſe of ſome of the few hours that ſhe ſpent 
in town in a viſit to Lady Almeria's houſe, 
and there-ſhe fully detailed, to her fiſter- 
goſſip, all ſhe knew, and all ſhe believed 
ſhe knew. She told of Ellen's violent ill- 
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_ neſs, immediately following an angry con- 


verſation with Sir William: ſhe repeated 
ſome words ſhe had accidentally overheard 
—ſhe dwelt on the length of time which 
he had abſented himſelf from the apartment 
of Ellen on the diſlike that he ſeemed to 
have to the child on the grief thas ſhe had 
often wiineſſed | in Ellen s cout antenance and 
7 9 | | 3 
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in having never once viſited: Oakley fince 


Ellen had retired thither and on the con- 


tentment and eaſe Ellen ſeemed to mant 

ence — his abſence. 
PFrpm all theſe circumſtances thoſe: two | 
Machiavels concluded, with a certainty that 
left no room for doubt, that Sir William 

was jealous of Mr. Villars, that he had ba- 
niſhed Ellen into the country to prevent 
their meeting, and that Ellen had more ſa- 
tisfact ion alone, and left to the remembrance 
aof her firſt love, than, from the unk indneſs 


and ſuſpicion of Sir William, tie had ever 


| enjoyed in the world, and in his ſociety. 
As Jenny ſincerely loved ber miſtreſs, all 
Ellen did was right in her eyes; and if ſhe 


had been employed by her in carrying on 


an intercourſe with Henry, ſhe would eaſily 
have excuſed ber on the ſcore of the un- 
cunquerable nature of a firſt paſſion, and 
tbe provocation received from a jealous 
huſband ;: ſuch circumſtances forming a 
| ſpecies of apology, that in vulgar a 


— every en 
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But as a Ellen mw in- 
| 3 her to bei perfectly inno- 
cent; and hence ſhe painted her as the moſt 
patient ieee 
and moſt; unkind of human creatures. 
Lady Almeria's woman had often e 
her expreſs: ſomewhatof contempt, and 
a good deal of ſurpriſe, on Ellen's with- 
drawing from town at that ſeaſon of. the | 
-year, and ſhe had heard her throw Out, as 
no improbable ſuppoſition, that it was eon - 
trary to her own wiſn, and the effect of Sir 
William's arbitrary jealouſy; ſhe had, how- 
ever; alſo heard her declare that ſhe was 
mot in the ſecret, and ee n. n 
nen what the cauſe was. 2 ot. 
LIuady Almeria amongſt ket Uther A 
| Joins! moſt! pernicious one of buſyiag 
herſelf much in the“ affairs of others 3 ſhne 
had always taken upon her to foretell that 
the marriage of Ellen with Sir William 
would end ill, and ſhe looked with ſome 
degree of eagerneſs for ever 
that could tend to * 
ons were ful filled. 
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From theſe defects in Lady Alanin 5 
character, Betty always found herſelf well 
liſtened to when ſhe talked of the characters 


of her Lady's acquaintance, or repeated 
anecdotes of their reſpect ive families. 


All therefore that ſhe had heard from her 

couſin was moſt eagerly poured out as a tor- 
rent the next time ſhe attended upon Lady 
Almeria, and it was poured out with all 


thoſe exaggerations and embelliſnments that 
ſo readily occur to every relator of every 
"ſtory, who wiſhes to make the moſt of what 


is to. be told. Every thing that Betty re- 


lated found ready credence with Lady Al- 
meria, and in a few hours after ſhe had 


heard the ſtory meeting with Henry : 


* Now,” ſaid ſhe, I can clear up the 
vwonderment of Lady Ackland's running 
away from us in ſuch a ſtrange manner ; 
that brute, Sir William, is jealous of you, 


and he means to confine Ellen to Oakley 
as long as ſhe lives; and woe be to you 
both, if you approach the threſhold !” 


pv - . 
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Fog Let me bogs Lady Almeria, ” ſaid he, 
te that you will not indulge yourſelf in ſuch 
wild fancies,. much leſs repeat them. 

Ohl you don't believe me? Come this 


way, then, and I will give you ſuch a proof | 
as will clear my veracity in a moment.” 
Why ſhould I be convinced of what 
would give me inexpreſſible pain to believe?” 


It cannot give you more pain than it 


5 * me: I have been in a perfect fidget 
ever ſince 1 heard it am ſure I dare not 


tell Mr. Mordaunt half, he'd be for cutting 
Sir William's throat, or ſome ſuch _ 


for you never heard of ſach a dragon.” 


Henry's curiofity now got the better of 


his prudence, and he liſtened to all Lady 
Almeria had to tell; but with what emo- 

tions he liſtened to it, it is not poſſible to 
_ expreſs. His whole frame trembled, ane 
his agitation was ſo great, that Lady Alme- 
ria began to repent that ſhe had choſen a 

public afſembly for ſuch a communication. 


Come: 1 will tell you: no more,” ſaid 


ſhe, „How you do love this Ellen ſtill |— 


8 „ Ido 
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5 do not belierr 'there.is ſuch another con- 
ſtant ſwain in the bills of mortality. “ 
* [muſt know all now,“ faid Henty, 
er coſt me what it will, e Mev! me'on 
the ruck 
But I dare not de Anne n 
will be for e Sir ** dend 8 begun kN 
this rate.“ 
„No, I have no 0 n Sir 
William will live ſafe from my Pte 5p 
But what is there more to hear? 
ic Bleſs me, not much: It ĩs 7 - 
poſe. what a jealous, an unreaſonable man 
will ſay and do—But Ellen is ſo: referved 
that I don't find ſhe has ever et ge: 


even 10 her maid ” 


* Complained To os mai — re- 
peated Henry, No, Ellen knows: ROW 
ſuffer, but not to complain. 

And ſo ſhe will have no fedecb l 1 fos 
no mighty wiſdom in that. Were I in her 
place I would complain, and loudliy t 

Men may be managed by their fears, and 
Sir William would not dare to uſe her ſo, 
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51 1 


if he thought. the would expoſe h his condudt # 
ta the world.“ c 
Henry was in no Bade to iſco is 
propriety. of ſuch mixims, and finding he 
_ could draw no farther particulars from La- 
dy Almeria, he earneſtly recommended 
what yet he could not hope ſhe would prac- 
tiſe, the ſtricteſt ſilence, and withdrew. with 
a heart oppreſſed almoſt beyond ſufferance. 
Although Mr. Villars was well aware of 
the ſuſpicious quarter from which he had 
received his intelligence; and though in 
any matter where the happineſs of Ellen bad 
not been concerned, ſuch evidence as that 
on which it reſted, would not have fixed 
any circumſtance for a moment in his 
thoughts, yet in a caſe where ſo much was 
at ſtake, his apprehenſions gave credibility 
to the moſt doubtful teſtimony; and this 
teſtimony ſeemed to be confirmed. by ſeve- 
rat particulars, of the truth of which he 
could not entertain a doubt. | 
He knew the ſudden and dangerous in 
neſs of Ellen, which was now. aſcribed ro 
FVV H . 


— 


- 


Sir William's violence, to be a fact; and 
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: he had before been told, that it had been 


chat Sir William fo far from accompanying 
her, had never even viſited her fince her 
reſidence there. The frequent, and what 
now more than ever appeared to be offici-_ 
ous converſations, with him upon this ſub- 
ject, returned with added effect upon his 
mind, and he felt perſuaded that they had 
been held with a deſign to confirm or do 
away ſuſpicions which he was now convinc- 


occaſioned by a fright. It was alſo certain, 
that ſhe had retired into the country, and 


ed Sir William had entertained. 


Theſe fuſpicions ſeemed, it 1s rae, ill to 
agree with the friendly and open conduct 
he had held towards him while in Devon- 
ſhire; or with the continuation of the ſame 


in their intercourſe in town : But Henry 


could not help fearing, that this conduct, 
which might be uſed as a cloak to his real 


thoughts, was rather a proof that the evil 
lay 95 than that it did not exiſt. 
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at thouſand ſchemes did he revolve: in his 
wind as to what he could or ought to do to- 
wards the diſcovery of the truth; and to- 
wards the alleviation of the evil if it did 
ſubſiſt: But to every one he found inſup- 
portable objections, and was obliged to reſt 
in the concluſion, however contrary to his 
wiſhes he might find it, that the ſafeſt and 
beſt courſe he could purſue, was to do no- 
thing. + VVV¼ 2 % eee e - 
Impelled however by Pans very 1 
bi Sir William and he met continually : 
Their minds were-equally occupied by the . 
ſame ſubject, and though both were ſhy in 
their manner of treating, it, ey and no. 
intereſt in any other. | 
Henry obſerved that Sir William i 
frequently 3 into his motions; and remark- 
ed, that he was particularly inquiſitive whe- 
ther his love for hunting did not carry him 
often to the Lodge. Henry was ſometimes, 
upon ſuch occaſions betrayed, by his eager- 
A neſs to do away all ſuſpicion in Sir Wil- 
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2 warinth-of deuibl, that rather. ſeemed as 
the cover to the 88 0 than the —_— de- 


elaration of it. 


Seldom ede did sir William md 
Henry converſe rogether without Henry 
being more than ever convinced of the jea- 
louſy Sir William had conceived, and Sir 


William confirmed in the juſtice of it. 


Zy theſe converſations, and the reflec- 
tions Sir William made upon them, his 


mind was at length wrought up to ſuch a 


pitch of miſery and indignation, that he reſolv- 


ed to withhold the meditated revenge no lon- 


ger, but preparatory to the blow he intend - 
ed to ſtrike, it was neceſſary to ſee Ellen, 


and lull her if poſſible into perfect ſecurity . 


For this purpoſe he no longer delayed to 


vice Oakley; :there, however, ſuch a ſcene 
awaited him, as again broke in upon all his 


deſigns, and ſuſpended his mind once-more 


in the agitating balance of uncertainty. 
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nanee marked with the 


tent, which virtue only can impreſ: : He. 
ſound her buſied in every rural and every 
domeſtic care, living with her children per- 
petually i in her arms, occupied uholly with 
them, and apparently without! ai thought 
Which wandered from "the: ewirons of 
e . e 77 09: 13-728 

He vas received by her wich Fes ml 
of genuine. ſatisfaction, as ſeemed not to 
n B 
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'T 


© IR WIELIANM found Ellen blooming, 
with health, and her ingenuous counte- 
acid look of con- 
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leave a Joke but that he was truly wel- 
come to her, and that it would be his own 
fault if he did not derive from her ſociety 
every happineſs he could defire. 
Such appearances were ſo entirely incom- 
patible with the guilt he had been ſo ready 
to impute to her, as to compel him for ſome 
time, in ſpite of himſelf, to do her juſtice. 


9 Yet, if ſhe did not love Henry, how came 
ſhe to be ſo happy in the abſence of her 


huſband ? The anſwer that his conſcience 


forced from him to this queſtion, gave him 


a pang of ſelf-reproach, that he knew not * 


how to endure. 
- If her heart be not San ay I bow 


| Joſt it for ever, thought he. But no, it is 


in loving Henry that ſhe has ceaſed to love 
me. My conduct zowards her has juſtified 
this dereliction in her eyes, and hence the 


85 eaſe and ſatisfaction that appears in her 


| countenance ; hence the deep bypocriſy ſhe 
is enabled to maintain. 
Such thoughts as theſe were ſu 1 


by others more worthy of Ellen ; and theſe 
were 


| 
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were again driven from his at by freſh 
ſuſpicions and new jealouſies. What would 
he not have given for Megs s cup, or 
the little boy's mantle. 87 % 97 
Ellen remarked-the. bath of hls 
2 and ſhe ſtrove to allay it by the moſt 
affectionate cheerfulnefs. - It would net 
have been poſſible to have ſu ppoſed from 
any word or look that eſcaped Ellen, that 
ſhe had withdrawn into the country to 
avoid the violent effects of the moſt unjuſt 
jealouſy; or that ſhe retained an atom of 
reſentment for the injuries ſhe had received. 
A perfect oblivion as to all that had paſſed 
before her removal to Oakley, ſeemed to 
have pervaded her mind. She appeared 
- willing to conſider that period as a new 2 
epoch of her life, from which, if he pleaſ- - B 
-ed, Sir William a date their mutual 
2 | | 
Sir William had now OW ths weeks 
in Berkſhire, and ſo far had the mild and 
vie demeanour of Ellen wrought upon his 
mind, * he began to conſider all his paſt 
H 5 fears 
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fears wy as RY * of afrightfal dream 


from which he was now awakened. 


If he could always. live with Ellen at 
Oakley, he thought he could ſubdue his 


jealouſy; but to live always at Oakley, even 
with an angel, was what little ſuited his 
taſte. It would not, ho be knew, be 


difficult to perſuade Ellen to editing there 
altogether. This indeed appeated to be 


what ſhe deſired, and if he could be aſſured 


chat ſhe lived there wholly to herſelf and 
children, he was willing to flatter himſelf 
that the kindneſs with which he doubted 


not ſhe would always receive him when he 


choſe to join her, ann ſufficient for 


his own happineſs. : 
To this ſcheme? of fesch N ow 
was only one objection that aroſe in his 


mind; he feared there might be ſome myſ- 
tery in the choice Ellen ſeemed to have 
made of Oakley for her reſidence, and the 
neighbourhood of the Lodge recurred to 


his remembrance, and brought with it a 


- ſudden pang of jealouſy that made him flart. 
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worth trying. If Ellen were innocent: the | 


' might ſafely: be truſted at Oakley, if ſhe 
were guilty, the place of her abode Was a 
watter of little conſequence. Time and 


obſervation could alone clear this impor- 
tant point, and to time and eee he 


2 to refer it. 


Sir William was in his tate af ad not | 
wholly:caredef! his-ſuſpicions, and yet wil- 
ling to believe them ill- founded, when an 


event happened that ſeemed to his diſturbed 


imagination to carry conviction with it; it 


fixed him immoveably in his plan of ven- 
geance, and ſealed the deſtiny of Ellen. 


Both the children were ſeized at the ſame 
time with the meaſles, and the diſorder put 


on its moſt alarming form. Ellen diſpateh- 
ed a meſſenger inſtantly to ad 
and ſhutting: herſelf up in the apartment 


with the children, watched them with equal 


and unremitted ſolicitude. Before Lady Al- 


. mera arrived the on 09 WP e 8 
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ſtate of the greateſt hazard. 
Ellen, who liad not a thought that he 
could ſpare from him, did not obſerve the 


almoſt undifſembled indifference with which 


Sir William viewed the child's danger, and 


her ſorrows; but it ſtruck every body elſe. 
Lady Almeria confidered it as a full con- 
firmation of all that ſhe had been told: She 
had promiſed to inform Henry of the pro- 
greſs of the child's diſeaſe, and ſhe ſcrupled 
not to mention in the moſt explicit terms, 
all the obſervations that ſhe had made on 
Sir William's conduct. EEE | 
Henry was almoſt driven to diſtraction 
with the idea of Ellen's ſufferings, and Sir 
William's cruelty, yet durſt he not attempt 
to alleviate the one, or to puniſh the other; 
be could only entreat Lady Almeria not to 
remit the frequency and particularity of her 
details, and he awaited the event in town 


with all the anxiety and perturbation that 


be might have felt had he been indeed he 
father of the child. 


Not 


oe ee ( 
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Not all che exertion of the beſt medical 


1 Kill, not all poor Ellen's ſolicitous and 


unwearied care could prolong. her darling's 
date on earth, or keep its ſpirit one mo- 
ment from its native ſky:—lIt died And 
Ellen remained a motionleſs image of de- 
ſpair, by the ſide of the bed on winch. it 
had expired. 
Sir William had been « out in | bjs grounds, | 
and returning, entered the apartment to 
make his uſual cold inquiry, in his accuſ- 
tomed words of, How go you on.“ 
It is all over!” ſaid Lady Almeria. ; 
ce Thank God!” ſaid Sir William, and 
ruſhed out of the room. | 
Ellen looked up, and inflantly ſunk FEES , 
| ſenſeleſs, and to all appearance lifeleſs. 
Lady Almeria's ſhrieks brought Sir Wil- 
liam back. You have murdered her— 
you have killed Ellen,” ſaid ſhe. _ + 
No words can deſcribe Sir William * 
conſternation; he hardly knew the force of 
the words that had eſcaped him, and the 
4 chey had n Ellen appeared in- 
comprehenſible: 
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in his arms, and eager to rem. 
the chamber of death, carriec her to ber 
| own apartment. There, while every me- 
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comprehenſible: But the fight &f "ou bar 


and breathleſs before him; drove Him al. 


moſt to inſtant madneſs. He caught her 
ove her from 


thod was uſed'to reſtore her, hethrew-him- 
ſelf on his knees before her, and, regard- 


lefs of all preſent, earneſtly. implored her 


forgiveneſs, upbraided himſelf as the moſt 
cruel and unjuſt of men, and promiſed 


never ceafing love and confidence if * 


vovld but live to bleſs him 


Ellen opened her r date as if the 
fight of Sir William was baneful to her, ſhe 


put her hands before them and wept bitterly. 
Sir William ordered every bod 
No! | no! no?” ſaid Bllen:: !: 
OY: Do-you then bate me?” ſaid Sir Wil. 


liam, © © Dare You not truſt Ron w_ 


'T bebe ene S Bien to her t 
Alon % Do not talk ſo, Sir William; 


but c Fam very * J want aſſiſtance.“ 
; | 7 7 0 1 will. 


y to retire, 
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« I will aſſiſt you. | I would give my life 
for yours, and do. FR, ras: to ** me at- 
tend you | . 
„ DEE Ellen faintly... 4 „Oh! 
Sir William,“ faid ſhe: when they were 
alone, what. mean thoſe words of love 
after you have given me ſuch A t of 
your deadly hatred?” 1 


« A proof of deadly hae oh! EL 


len, how you wrong me, what ſenſe can 
you have put upon my words to make you 
think them words of hatred??? 

| © The ſubject is too delicate,” d cunticain 


Sir William. t explain upon; but is it an 
ardonatl e:crime, when hope was extinct, 5 : 
to have been grateſul Geng was no 


_ more?” Ellen was ſilent. N 

| © Deareſt Ellen, ſay you nia 
that you are nen do not ng: in 
an error ſo injurious. 


I cannot ſpeak, my heart is exvelly op- 


a peel but never Rack; you n 1 
from me.“ e 
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* 


4 Then, my deareſt love, look upon me; 


do not thus turn from me, as if the very 


fight of me was hateful to you. Often 


have I given you cauſe of offence, never 
did I find you unforgiving. Now, when I 
would not offend you, be not leſs kind.” 


35 61 would not think that there has deen 


offence given; I would not think that 
there is room for forgiveneſs.” 05 ; 
Then in this embrace be all miſappre- 


henſion forgotten: be aſſured, you cannot 
be grieved without my ke 4 part i. 


your affliction.” > ; 
4 will endeavour to police it; but take 
It not unkindly if I wiſh to be alone, I am 


very greatly afflicted ; I cannot now make 


uſe of the full powers of my mind; I can- 
not at this moment be all you wiſh me to 


be, or all I ought to be. Let me recolle& 


myſelf, I hope ſoon to be refigned to all the 


ill I am deftined to fuffer, and alive to all 

the good that is ſtill afforded me.” 

May you conſider my love,” faid Sir 
William embracing her, as the greateſt 


ſhare 
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ſhare of that good; de! as a süß you do 
ſo, do not bamſh me long from you.“ 
Sir William then left her, and endeavour- 
ed to calm the diſturbance of his mind, 
by perſuading himſelf that he had given 
ſuch a ſenſe to the unkind words that had 
eſcaped him, as would effeQually remove 
from the mind of Ellen all en ae of 
their real meaning. 45 f N 
Whatever were iche danse ae bad 
dictated theſe words, and whatever the im- 
pulſe to which he had yielded i in uttering 
them, he was ſenſible there was a barbarity 
in their ſound, that no motive, and ſcarcely 
any offence could juſtify. He doubted not 
but Lady Almeria would repeat them, and he 
faw his character at ſtake. In perſuading El- 
len that they were only the effuſion of com- 
paſſion, he knew he ſecured a warm advo- 
cate; and in the kindneſs of their intercourſe 
he ſaw a refutation of any cenſure that his 
unguardedneſs might have expoſed him to. 
Theſe were the ſelfiſh motives upon which 
his preſent conduct was founded, but he was 
$4.54 n not 
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not withaut a very ſenſible ec ion for 
what had paſſed, and had 4 very lively in- 
tereſt in the ſorrows of Ellen. He had 
lately accuſtomed himſelf to conſider her as 


rather injured than injuring, and in os 


light he felt for her a revival of his firſt paſ- 
ſion, and mixed as it was with pity d 
her, and reproach to himſelf, the expreſſions 


of it were more lively and tender than even 

in the firſt days of their marriage. 
_ But Ellen's heart was no longer in a ſtate 

to receive pleaſure from the love of Sir Wil- 


liam. No explanation that he could give 
to words fo. cruel, and wounding, could do 


amay' the ck they had produsec in her 


mind, Wichoue. fully underſtanding, the 


feeling from whence: they ſprung, ſhe felt 
them as the greateſt and moſt unprovoked 


unkindaeſs he could have been guilty of: 
the . careleſs: indifference he had ſhewn 


through the whole of che poor baby's ill 


neſs, now ruſhed upon her recollection, 


 words/{9.ftrong had ariſen only from-a ſud- 
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den impulſe of compaſſion to ſufferings to 
which he had ſo long appeared inſenſible; 
yet why Sir William ſhould rejoice in the 
death of his child, except becauſe it was the 
ſource of her pureſt delight, ſhe could not 
_ gueſs, She had often thought that he had 
_ conſidered the boy with — * as an ob- 
Ject that had occupied that place in her 
heart which he alone ought to have poſſeſ- 
ſed; but for a jealouſy fo ſolſiſh and unjuſ- 
5 tifiable, with all her eandour, ſhe could 

find no excuſe. A ſentiment of diſguſt 
and reſentment now therefore mingled 7 
the: deep: grief of Ellen for the loſs of fer 
child; nor could all. her efforts to ſubduk 
it wholly ſucceed. :: But grief in this daſe 
did mbre for her than reaſon; ſo over- 
ahelming: was her affliction, that it over- 
came every other feeling, and had the cauſe 
of the offence been unconnected with the 
ſũbject of her ſorro w, it would — 
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7E EI Ellen alla almoſt wholly 


and convinced her, that. no ſtate could be 


wholly wretched that afforded. the benevo- 
| lent heart an opportunity of pero 
ing to the wants of others. 


Her letters from Naahumbedess in- 


: formed her, that the grandſon of her fa- 
vorite protogee Deborah, a young man 
diſtinguiſhed for bis intelligence, honeſty, 


hoy ROY» had from ſome unavoidable 


misfortunes 


FJ Y abforbed in grief, a circumſtance 
happened that broke in upon her affliftion, 


„ ˖ͤ— 1 n_ 


misfortunes fallen into the greateſt diſtreſs, 
and that he, his wife, and two children 
were in jail. Charlotte, who wrote the hiſ- 
tory, deplored the utter impoſſibility of her 
father to afford any effectual affiſtance to 
much undeſerved miſery, as the ſum ne- 
ceflary for that purpoſe was not ſhort of two 
hundred pounds, a ſum much too large for 
him to ſpare from the immediate wants of 
his own family. 155 
Ellen's heart ſeemed to leap in her boſom, | 
* ſhe read this account. Sir William 
had always continued his uſual allowance | 
to her, and the little occaſion ſhe had had 
for money for many months paſt, had made 
her rich. By anticipating a part of her 
next quarterage, which might be made eaſy 
by a little future economy, ſhe was able 
immediately to command two hundred 
pounds, and by the return of the poſt ſhe 
tranſmitted a draft upon Sr Willans's ; 
banker for that um. 
It is needleſs to attempt explaining the 
Joy and eva of the oy y. whoſe mi- 


" ſeries 
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eit mie reeved; b joy however Was 
not ſhort of her own, nor was her gratitude 
leſs when ſhe raiſed her thoughts to the 
Giver of all Good—the giver of that good 
which includes all other; the giver of a good 
heart. This tranſaction ſhed a calm over 
the mind of Ellen, and contributed more 
to reſtoring her to peace than any RR 
tion merely ſelfiſh could have done. 
Lady Almeria had beer. but too faithful 
a detailer to the wretched Henry of the 
| whole ſtory of the death of the child, and 
the conſequent ſorrows of Ellen, and he 
felt on the communication his ſufferings 
increaſe to ſo intolerable a degree, that he 
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1 found ir impoſſible to forbear ſome effort 
A towards their alleviation.” Yet when he 
1 conſidered chat all his information came 


from Lady Almeria, and reflected upon 
her  Unfecling character, and the talent ſhe 
Bad f in exaggeration, he thought! it prudent 
to Judge with his own eyes, and determine 

| by his own obſervation before he took any 


fep, the conſequence of which might in- 
OS) 9 
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volve the conduct of Ellen a as wel as bis 


own. 


Ellen, from the extent of her prick which 
took in the whole of her mind, except what 


' ſhe could ſpare to the calls of beneyolence, 


aud from the gentleneſs of her temper, which 


forbade any ſharpneſs of reſentment, had 
been able to receive Sir William's attentions 
and ſolicitudes with ſuch a degree of ſatis- 


faction and gratitude as ſeemed to ſpeak to 


all lookers on, that perfect harmony was 


reſtored between them. Ellen had been 


alſo particularly ſoftened towards Sir Wil- 
| liam by his generoſity, unlike his uſual 


character, towards the grandſon of poor De- 


borah. The circumſtance of what Ellen 
had done for him came accidentally to 


his knowledge, and he was too acute not 
to perceive the favorable opportunity now | 
in his power of doing more towards rein- 


Rating himſelf in Ellen? s favor, than all his 
_ ſtudied fondneſs to herſelf could ever have 
produced. He praiſed in the higheſt terns 


Ellen's benevolence, and by 1 3 gave 
„ I oe 
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an irrefragable- proof that he 0 . 
To the two hundred pounds he added ano- 
ther, as a means by which the young man 
might be enabled to enter the world agus 
with ſome advantage. 
On this occaſion Ellen 3 * upon Sir 
William with an air of the ſweeteſt com- 
placency, and ſhe once more ſaid' to herſelf, 
his heart will at length opem to a ſenſe of the 
true uſe of riches, our minds and our wiſhes 
will be in uniſon, and we ſhall be happy. 
Sir William had explained the offenſive 
words to Lady Almeria, in the fame ſenſe 
that he had explained them to Ellen, and he 
ſought more and more, by the marks of the | 
fondeſt love, and moſt fincere participation | 
in her preſent affliction, to prove that they 3 
could juſtly bear no other ſenſe. Ellen | 
ſeemed now to have forgiven, or at leaſt to | 
have forgotten all that had paſſed ; andLady R 
Almeria now ſaw nothing between Ellen t 
and Sir William that could juſtify her for- LL 
mer opinion, or the tales of Jenny. | { 
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| She was not however willing, notwith- 


ſtanding thoſe favorable appearances, to ſup- 


poſe herſelf miſtaken, and while ſhe ac- 


knowledged in her letters to Henry the 
change that had taken place, ſhe ſerupled 
not to impute it to the comſummate art of 
Sir William, who meant by this means to 
deceive her. For the truth of this conjec- 
ture ſhe appealed to the ſorrow in which 
Ellen was ſtill plunged, and which, ſhe ſaid, 
it was impoſſible to believe occaſioned by 
the death of a brat not four months old. 


But Henry, who ſaw no ſuch impoſſibili- 


ty, conſidering the peculiar circumſtances in 


which Ellen was placed, and feeling his 
hopes revive that her ſorrows did not wholly 
flow from ſo irremediable a cauſe as he had 


been taught to believe, thought this a pro- 
per time, when Sir William was with her, 
and they appeared to be on perfectly good 


terms with each other, to make uſe of his 
own obſervation to come at the truth if poſ- 


ſible; for this purpoſe he came down to the 
1 and the next morning after his ar- 
„„ rival 
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rival walked over to Oakley. He had been 


told by Lady Almeria, that Ellen was ſo 


much indiſpoſed that ſhe ſeldom left her 


apartment till two o'clock in the day, and 


he had therefore choſen an hour for his firſt 


viſit in which he believed he ſhould _y 
ſee Sir William. 


| He had croſſed a corner of wth 8 and 


5 5 entered through a part of the gardens 


which led him directly to a ſmall hall where 
ſervants always waited; but in going to- 
wards this hall he neceſſarily paſſed before 


the breakfaſt-room windows, which opened 
to the ground, and at which at that moment 
Lady Almeria was ſtanding. They ſaw each 


other, and Lady Almeria  beckoning to 
him, ſaid, ** So you are come? I thought 
you could not ſtay away, but you have 
good information, for | ſuppoſe you know 


Sir William is not at home?“ “ Sir Wil- 


liam not at home?” repeated Henry, Why 


did you not tell me ſo before? 


Oh, he went away two days ago, upon 


| fome ſudden buſineſs or other chat ſignified 


not 


- 
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not a farthing, and will ſtay away a week 1 
believe: Well, fit down, and I'll run and 
tell Ellen; I am ſure the e of you will 


« her good.” 


Stay, I beg you will ſtay ” aid he; | 


« do. you ſuppoſe, knowing all you do, 
that I would fee Lady Ackland in the ab- 
ſence of Sir William?“ 


Why not? 1 tell you it will do her 
good, and it was an hundred to one but 


you had found her in this room. She is 


much better than ſhe was, and comes down 
to breakfaſt, but (Le had a head-ach this 


morning, and ſo kept her chamber.” 


am happy the did ſo: And now, 
Lady Almeria, if it be poſſible for you to 
| kep a ſecret, promiſe me that you will nor 
mention to Lady Ackland that I have been 
here; as ſome little indemaification for ſuck: 
reſtraint, I give you leave to tell wy Wil. 


liam every circumſtance of my viſit.” 
Tell Sir William indeed! No, 1 wil 


never tell him any thing that F think can 
give him ſatisfaction. But, in the name of 


13 dea 


POL LISTER ES Id 2 8 
5 : * 3 J 
av Sp „ Int OE ESP MY 
REES ito AIST OT 
: 1 Foam ad) > * * 5 


e 
0 
e 


::V 


Rr 


8 
x20 


- TAS SES AS . N — on. Ra 0 * b — = 1 . 1 . 
8 e . * . Ts rr N. ee — cok — — RP * 8 * 8 4 
TT ͤ % cap Fr rs Ante Re rae Ck PE S 0 P 3 
p fy : 0 . , 3 r Dy uo 1 rn I = 4 N — rigs re 1 
2 2 1 * * T a 8 te 6. < — * 4 "4 1 - $A 1 1 — * od Ma „ 
8 r 3 . . by M _ , 
— 22 4 3 _— * . __— * an 0 POR IO" Cas — * 


NN 
. 


IT: thy K mY a 
rr 
— eee rg 

* y 12 1 : 
q - 8 


174 PLAIN SENSE, 


common ſenſe (for as to high-flown heroics. 
I do not pretend to underſtand them) pray 
tell me why you will not ſee Lady Ackland?” 
lf half what you have told me is au- 
thentic, 1 think you may anſwer that queſ- 
tion yourſelf; my viſit was. to Sir William, 
not toLady Ackiand, and when Sir William 
returns I will repeat it. I have no objeQion 
to ſeeing Lady Ack land, but I will not ſee 
her apart from her huſband,” _ a 
«+ But why not give yourſelf the merit of 
your mighty forbearance with Ellen? Ob- 
jection to ſeeing Lady Ackland indeed! 
1 know. you would give one of your eyes 
to ſee her with the other, why not tell her 
what hardſhips you impoſe upon _ 
for her fake? ; 
% Dear Lady Almeria, would you. have 
me ſhew to Lady Ackland that I know Sir 
William is jealous? I hope in God this is a 
truth ſhe will always remain ignorant of. 
Have you not told me yourſelf, that eren 
to you ſhe will never appear to ſee this! 
and ſhall I convince her that not only you, 
| but 
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but that Lam in poſſelion wy the: fatal ſe- 
eret? A ſecret ſhe wiſhes to conceal from 
all the world!“ | e 
„ Why then do you not ſtay kad ſee Bie, 8 
as you would do if you n of 
the matter 
And fo expoſe her to the unjuſt fuſ- 
picions and unkind treatment of Sir Wil- 
liam. Even you. ſuppoſed I had received 
intelligence of his abſence, and do you 
think he will be leſs liable to fall into ſuch 
arr error? When Sir Witliam knows of my 
viſit, and knows I have not ſeen Lady 
Ackland; it will be impoſſible but that he 
ſhould. believe, what is truth, that 1 e 
to ſee him, and not her.“ 8 
« Well, I pretend to no great Kill, either 
in matters of prudence, or in matters of 
fentiment, but Tt engage for it I ſhould 
manage a jealous huſband better than either 
of you :—I ſhould go my own way; if it 
were agreeable to my mighty Lord, ſo much 
the better for him; if the contrary, he 
would. be ſoon weary of complaints that 
| I. + hurt 


burt nobody but himſelf.— There, now you 
muſt ſee Ellen— that's her chamber Goat 
I hear her foot on the ſtairs.” 
Good morning then, and 1 entreat you 
do not ſay J have been here.“ 
Henry darted out of the room, and to 
avoid the path that would have detained 
bim for ſome time within fight of the win- 
dows, turned haſtily into a more private 
one, which led into a part of the pleaſure 
ground, that did not connect with that 
part of the park by which he had entered. 
After wandering about ſome little time, he 
found his way over. a fence from which he 
_ regained the public road, and from thence 
his own houſe, | 
- Whenherehe reflected upon the te 
had had, and upon the injury he might have 
cauſed Ellen, had he ſeen ber in Sir Wil- 
liam's abſence. Such a circumſtance would, 
he well knew, have carried to a jealous. 
mind, conviction of a private correſpond-- 
_ ence. He determined to learn forbearance 
for the future, and from henceforth to act 
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as if che ſorrows and injuries of Ellen were 


indifferent to him. The evil that might 
have attended the gratification. of his ſoli- 
eitude upon this ſubject, though he had 


guarded, as he thought, the maſk of it wich 


every poſſible caution, fixed the pong: of 


| 5 nene in his heart. 
Deareſt Ellen,” ſaid he to himſelf, 
6 1 am forbidden to contribute to your 
happineſs; but let no alleviation to my own 
miſery tempt me 1 to * an in- 
creaſe of yours.“ 8 x 
Alas! if the Wee a A the 


ſorrows of Ellen appeared thus inſupporta- 


ble to the feeling and generous heart of 
Henry, what would have been his anguiſh» 


had he been conſcious of the evils he had 


already prepared for her. Determined bß 
theſe thoughts, Henry meaſured his ſteps 


back to London, and firmly reſolved, on; 


no pretence whatever, again to RO 


ſeeing either Sir William or Ellen. m 
Lady Almeria had a ſharp cant "Ri | 


veen her love of communication, and ber 
11 pride, 
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pride, which was ſome what piqued by 


Henry's | words, %*% If it be poſſible vou can: 
keep a ſecret.” Her defire to ſhew him that 


ſhe could, prevailed more than any motives of 
prudence or delicacy, or deſire of obliging 
him, in inducing her to hold her tongue; 
but being fidgetty and reſtleſs under this 
reſtraint, ſhe dragged Ellen with her into 
the garden, and then ran away from her to 
look all around for the en 20 OW 15 | 
Henry was quite gone. 0 Þ 
Ellen was returning Aol 1 to >the 
houſe, when ſhe ſaw, with ſome ſurpriſe, Sir 
William coming toward her; he was at- 


tended by a ſervant, whom ſhe heard him 


queſtioning very earneſtly, and with ſome- 
thing of difleafure in his tone, whether 


there had been any viſitors in his abſence: 


On the .manis firenuouſly .anſwering in 
the negative; he turned angrily from him, 
and ſeeing Ellen, ſtarted with evident 
marks of diſcompoſure. Ellen was not able 
to quicken her ſteps to meet Sir William, 
and ſo far from its 5 that Sir Wil- 

| lam 
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liam 0 to meet her, that ſhe thought 


for an inſtant that he would have turned 

another way. The next inſtant however 
he came forward, and joined her. 

Fou are much improved,” faid he, in 


an unconciliating tone, ** ſince I left you- 


T hear you come down to br eakfaſt, and : 
fee you walk in the garden. 
Ves, faid Ellen, taking hold of his 
arm, but that giddy Lady Almeria bas 
ran away from me, and I ſhould: have found 
it difficult to have gained the 5 without 
| ſome ſupport.” | 


« You had oppor when, 5 et the 


7 houſe, Iuppofe?” 


Lady n was vin i me, (ht FE 


has flown off upon ſome of her fluttering 
expeditions, I know not where, or why.” 


Have you been alone ſince ] left you?” 


Fes, and poor Lady Almeria is fo 


tired, I think ſhe would have left me to 
myſelf, if you had not returned to "Rum an 


end to our tete-a- ne” : 
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« She won't like the party: better 2 
my being of it.“ 0 
Indeed I believe ant: BO detain 


her here much longer, ſhe thinks ſhe has 


already ſacrificed enough to charity, for ſhe 


declares ſhe is here n * that ſcore 


now.“ 


Here they tad the hob and Ellen 


was glad to repoſe herſelf upon a ſofa. Sir 


William ſtood filent before her, with his 


eyes fixed intently on her en and ande in 


deep thought. FP 

Struck with his appearance and manners, | 
ſo unlike all that he had lately ſhewn, it oc- 
curred ſuddenly to Ellen, that ſomething 
unpleaſant had happened during his ab- 
ſence. * What's the matter?” ſaid ſhe 
kindly, © you are returned ſooner than you 
intended, nothing I hope 1 5 amiſs?" 

«« Tt is plain I have returned ſooner than 


J was expected, ſaid Sir n and 
went haſtily out of the room. 


Ellen aſtoniſhed and alarmed; 3 ot 


what to think or conjecture; ſhe was ſure 


ſome 


„ 
2 Ss 
» . 
L , " 


PLAIN Sins. 181 


ſome new jealous fancy had taken poſſeſſion 
of him, but could not gueſs from whence 
it originated. Had ſhe known that he 
had ſeen Henry ſcrambling over the fence 


that divided the pleaſure ground from the 


road, the enigma would have been explain- 
ed. This indeed was the caſe; hence his 
earneſt queſtions to the ſervants, hence his 
increaſed ſuſpicions on meeting Ellen in 


the garden, and hence that implacable de- 


oy 


ire of vengeance that gy fo Ru. to. 
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houſe, learnt from Ellen the unex- 


_ pected return of Sir William, and ſhe learnt 

it with much ſatis faction; for being hearti- 
ly tired with her reſidence at Oakley, ſhe 
' was reſolved to ſeize the moment when El- 


len had acompanion to leave it ; ſhe there- 


fore replied, ©* Well, then, you'll want me 
no longer, and therefore I will return to 


town to-morrow, Wee E Hatter myſelf 


many people want me.“ 3, | 

« You will leave me,” ſaid Ellen, with a 
deep ſigh, you will leave me your little 

girl?“ 3 


«« Moſt” 


AD ALMERIA returning to 5 
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56 Moſt willingly, but 1 hope you won't 
think of ſtaying here, you'll never recover 
your ſpirits if you do; but if Almeria grows 
inconvenient to you, either ſend her to me 
in town, or let her maid take her down into 
Devonſhire. Lady Almeria, then went to 
give ſome directions to her ſervants for her 
removal the next day; and Ellen, diſpirited 
and occupied wholly with conjectures as to 
the cauſe of Sir William's diſcompoſure, re- 
tired to her own room. Lady Almeria re- 
turned ſometime afterwards to the breakfaſt 
parlour, and it occurring to her that it 
would be a good thing to apprize Henry of 

the arrival of Sir William, ſhe wrote him 
the following lines. W 

Sir William returned this morning, you | 
made your eſcape in the nick of time, the 
enemy would have been upon you in a mo- 
ment; now, however, you may make your 
approaches in all due form, and with a de- 
corum that will ſet ſuſpicion at defiance. 1 
ſhall be gone to-morrow, ſo to all your 
other motives, you may add that of charity, 

bl | for 
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= for. your FP here: Perhaps the world 

mw  _ will bekind enough to impute them wholly 

it to that laudable principle. However, pray 

= come, for poor Ellen will be moped to- 

3 death if left wholly to the converſation of 

„ 

1 Ik̃his note ſhe left open. \Upog the table; 

#8 while ſhe ran up ſtairs to countermand fome i 

[9 directions ſhe had given to her maid; ſhe- 7 

was not abſent ten minutes, but Sir Wil- | 
liam entering the room in her abſence, his. -” 
eye was involuntarily caught by his own 
name, written in Lady Almeria's hand; no 
motive of honor, or delicacy, could at that 
moment have reſtrained him from tlie gra- 
tification of his curioſity :—He read—every.. 
word was a dagger to his heart He ruſhed "'£ 
out of the room into | the garden, WW ith the n 
fury of a madman, impelled by a ſudden 26 

* impulſe to ſeek Henry, and make him atone | 

i | by his blood for the injury he could no lon- 1 

94 ger doubt he had received from him. te 

A few moments however brought him to " 

calmer reflection: 5 His zelalution was pre- , 

viouſly 
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viouſly . taken, and taken upon what he | 
thought a certainty little ſhort of that which 
he had this moment received. But ſuch 
evidence as this brought conviction with it, 
and he felt ſome what like ſatisfaction, that | 
acting upon ſure grounds, that would now 
be. juſtice which might before have been 
2 cruelty. His victim, if a victim he made, 
he had always determined ſhould be Ellen; 
her criminality was, in his eyes, of a much 
deeper dye than Henry's; it was the com- 
plicated product of hypocriſy, infidelity, 
and treachery ; he conſidered each action 
of her life ſince he became her huſband as 
| marked. with the moſt vicious duplicity, and 
he. held: himſelf acquitted. to his own heart, 
for uſing the ſame means for the puniſh- 
ment of vice, which he believed had been 
purſued in the perpetration of it. 
The preſent tumult of his mind, however, 
was too great to eſcape notice, if he were 
to ſubject himſelf to obſervation: He re- 
turned rherofore to the houſe „and ſummon- 


A PLAIN SENSE, 


ing his ſervant, complained of ſudden indiſ- 
poſition, and went to bed. 


Ellen vas ſoon informed that Sir Willian 
Was not well, and going to his chamber, 


ſaw his inflamed eye, and felt his burning 
hand; with a truly tender compaſſion, ſhe 


entreated he would ſend inſtantly for a phy- 
 fician, and ſeating herſelf by his bed-ſide, 


declared her intention of watching by him 
"till the phyſician arrived. Sir William 
- oppoſed this reſolution ſo ſtrenuouſly, and 
with ſomewhat of ſach unkind warmth; 


that Ellen, fearing to be of more diſſervice. 


by oppoſition, than of uſe by her attendance,. 


at length yielded, and ſhe yielded the more 
willingly, as Sir William poſitively afferted- 


that his illneſs only aroſe from having rode 
| faſt in a hot ſun, and he averred that a few: 

hours ſleep, (and he affected to feel him- 
ſelf drowſy) would entirely remove al his 
complaints. ; | 


Ellen was not, however, ſo well ſatisfied: 
with Sir William's medical ſkill, as to relß 
holly « either upon his account of the cauſe: 


of 
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of his illneſs, or on his confidence in its 
cure; ſhe therefore ſent for a phyſician, 
and frequently viſited the door of Sir Wil _ 
liam's apartment, to ſatisfy herſelf, if ſhe 
could, whether he ſlept or not. She was 
ſoon convinced that he did not ſleep, being 
ſure that ſhe heard him up, and walking 
about his room; ſhe gently tried the lock 
of the door, but finding it faſtened, did not 
a to puſſi her intruſion fartner. 
This circumſtance fixed the molt uneaſy 
ſolicitude on her mind: The humour in 
which Sir William had appeared on his re- 

turn home, and which, when he complain 
ed of illneſs, ſne had perſuaded herſelf to 
attribute wholly to that cauſe, ſhe now be- 
gan to conſider more as a cauſe itſelf; and 
to fear, that if there really were any indiſ- 
poſition, it was brought on by diſcompo- 

ſure of mind: But ſhe apprehended that 
illneſs was indeed a pretence, and that Sir 
William meant by it to withdraw himſelf 
from all obſervation, without exciting any 
8 e by dn fo. In any caſe no good 
could 
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could be produced by her forcing herſelf 
upon him againſt his will. If he were real- 
ly ill, ſhe could not doubt but that he would 


do all that was neceſſary in ſuch a caſe, and 


if any thing had ariſen to vex him, the 


thought her influence to calm his mind 
would be exerted with the moſt hope of 


ſucceſs, when he appeared more willing to 


liſten to her. She therefore retired to her 
own room, and there waited in anxious ſuſ- 
pence *till: Sir William's bell ſhould give 


her a pretence Din to e in his _ . 
ment. | | 
- While theſe ious were W Laker 
Almeria had returned to the breakfaſt· room, 


had ſealed her note, and diſpatched it to 


the Lodge, by the ſervant whom ſhe was 
ſending to the neighbouring town, for poſt 
horſes for her carriage the next day. When 
ſhe was told Sir William was ill, ſhe was 
ſomewhat alarmed, left ſhe ſhould be again 
involved in the cares of charity, and that 
his illneſs ſhould be of ſuch a nature as 
would not allow her, wich decency to leave 


Ellen 
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Ellen while it continued ; ſhe went to Lady 
Ackland's apartment, to make all the en- 
quiries poſſible, but could learn nothing | 


more that was fatisfaQtory.. 


In the mean time the phyſician ai: N 
and Ellen defired he might be ſhewn im- 


- mediately to Sir William; the ſervant how- 
ever informed her that he had received the 
moſt. poſitive commands from his maſter, 


not to enter his room until called Aer and 


that he durſt not diſobey. 


As Ellen's fears on the account . iuneſs ; 


had-very much ſubſided, ſhe yielded to the 
ſervant's remonſtrance, and affected to ſup- 
poſe that Sir William ſlept, and that ſleep 
would be his certain cure. In her ſtolen 


viſits to the door, ſhe had obſerved all was 
quiet, and began to hope that the paroxyſm 


of ill humour, which ſhe was induced to 
think was the whole of the 1 was 1 
ing off. 4 N 

About eight in the evening Sir William 


rang his bell: his ſervant found him up, 
and on being told that Doctor Wilſon was 


in the houſe, he readily admitted both him 
1 and 
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and Ellen. With a kind of bitter raillery 
he treated her wife-like fears, that bad in- 


duced her to trouble Doctor Wilſon to ride 


ten miles in a hot day, to viſit a man who 


had gone to bed to ſleep off a head - ach; 


and ſtretching out his hand to the phyſi- 
cian, * Feel, Sir,” ſaid he, * if that _ 
does not beat healthfully.” 

Doctor Wilſon affirmed it did; + of 


ſured Ellen ſhe need have no farther appre-. 


henſion, for that Sir en had known 
how to cure himſelf. e 
Ellen, ee lier Cafpicions as 


to the non-exiſtence of any complaint, were 


perfectly well founded, now withdrew, and 
informed Lady - Almeria that Sir William 


had ſlept off all his complaints, and that 


Doctor Wilſon ſaid he was quite well. 
Thank God!” ſaid Lady Almeria. 
Ellen could not help ſmiling. © I am ſure 
Sir William is much obliged to you for the 
intereſt you take in his health,” ſaid ſhe. 


„ Piſh! - no- that's not quite the thing; 


but you know I have fixed to go to town 
2 | _ to-morrow, 


7 
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to- morrow, and I could not have gone and 
left Sir William ill, and you fo drooping.“ 

Ellen ſhook her head, and moralized a 

little to herſelf on the good and ill that at- 

tended a diſpoſition ſo thoroughly ſelfiſh. 

Sir William appeared both at ſupper and 

at breakfaſt next morning, but it happen- 
ed that-he was never an inſtant with Lady 
Almeria apart from Ellen, and if he had 
been ſo, it is probable ſhe would not have 
mentioned the viſit Henry had made, both 
from the reaſon ſhe had given of never wil- 

lingly contributing to the ſatisfaction of Sir 

William, and the feeling no particular ſti- 
mulus to relate that which had nothing out 
of the common way to recommend it, and 
which contained no miſchief in it. 

When ſhe ſhook hands at parting with 
Ellen, Pray endeavour to recover your 
ſpirits,” ſaid ſhe, but you ought to go 
ſomewhere; you'll never be en ei 
if you ſtay here.” 

I think,” ſaid Sir William, ate daily 
Almeria was gone, I think for once Lady 
Almeria gives good advice; I have been 

thinking 
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thinking of the fame thing: What a you 


to an expedition for ſome little time?“ 


« T will accompany you any where wil- 


| lingly,” ſaid Ellen, her heart beating with 
the hope that Groby Manor would be the 

place thought of. 4 TN 

_ «© Your health, your ſpirits, require Ci 
change of ſcene,” returned Sir William, 

© our new-born happineſs (hurryingly, and 


with a clouded brow he ſpoke it) requires 
nurture: in a diſtant reſidence, in a foreign 


country, I hope we ſhould be able to re- 


_ eſtabliſh the one and ſecure the other: what 
TEE fay you to going abroad for a few months?” | 
Ihe thought of Northumberland croſſed 


Ellen's mind, and prevented that prompt- 
neſs of compliance with which ſhe uſually 
met any propoſal from Sir William; ſhe heſi- 


tatingly replied, © I can have no objection, 
provided I can viſit Groby Manor before I 


HI 


80. 


derange all my age I want to be gone 
e. 18 : 


N You 


« Why viſit Groby Manor? That would 
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ou do not mean ther 
very long, 1 ſuppoſe?” ? 


to be e 
Not very long; I ould, 88 re: 


7 turning in ſomething leſs chan a. twelve- - 


55. HO. 1 4 


month.“ FFT 


6:06 emen Fe Ellen, : 
Gand do you not call that long? 7! 4 | 


„think a leſs time will not 1 0 


of the purpoſes for which we go; and as 1 


do not-wiſh to ſpend any time in London 


for the next year and half, 1 would not re- 


turn to England till next June.“ i il 


— 


Il our abſence is to be ſo long, you can 
have no objection to my viſiting Groby 


Manor before we ſet out. It is now a year 


and a half fince: I ſaw e of i its s deat: wr 
| e 3 oy 


5 When,” laid Sir - William, „ 5 
6 ſhall L propoſe any thing. to which Foy 85 


vin give a ready aſſent?? | 

{+ You cannot wonder,” ee F "OY 
mildly, „that I dg not willingly conſent to 
add another twelve month to the ſepatation 


which has Wen, taken plage: between me. 
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who beſt love me; my ys 1n GOP 
| know longs to ſee me.” ok 


4 ſhould have no obje&ion to your go- 
ing into Northumberland, but the thing is 


is Wedneſ- 


Fin by Monday ſ@'noight I na His be 


ä landed i in Holland. . 5 


y Monday ſe'nnight! | Indeed l a 
very ſorry. to hear it; for, pardon; me if 1 


fay, I fear my father will take it very un- 


kindly if I leave ese G for . Tongs a time 


ene ſeeing him.“ 


e You may eafily exonerate 05 Gags 
the lags of unkindnefs; lay every thing 
upon-the-cruelty and tyranny of your huſ. 
band, and then you wil. not 3 n ex- 


14 


| 0”. but pitied. “ 


; . Alas! if we ary; n aphid as 


Helo abroad with us, - of en wat 
add little to our happineſs.” 


« Why then do you give ede for 
them? In no one inſtance fince we were 
married have you been willing to lacrifice | 


the feelings of others to my wiſhes. 
Hf * Indeed! 


and ne of thoſe hom 1 beſt 1 nd. 


ain SENSE. 


* 


choke 1 rj 316 


And do you 67 4 from m heart: x 


From my heart, and with my heart. L 
had hoped your wiſhes would never have 


been in competition ice the duties that T 
owe my father, but ſince it is fo, your wiſhes 


| hk have the place they ought to have.” 


% How inexplicable, how impenetrable 


is tte heart mc a ene exclaimed Sir 
William: > 


Indeed, my ae Sir | William, 502 5 


make the myſtery you ſeem to wonder at; 


ſurely there is not a leaf in the whole book 


he: nature ſooner read than that of my he 
Do not I know, do not I ee 


: ad haſtily checking himſelf, « well, Lwilt | 


put you to the teſt.” Then opening a book 
of maps, ** Let us trace our intended route; 
we will have none of the beaten road of 
France and Italy, let us begin with the 


north of Europe: my ſiſter's marriage with x 
* Saxon nobleman has eee me at 


K 2 SF times 


195 
3 4. "Indeed! this chen ſhall bean inſtance: 


* 
A 
\ r - Kb 
n b 
. 
22 we Fn — , 8 
" pry . \ rs he IX 2 Sa — — Cs — * 
4 _ 2 2 — — 4 
pe — —— 3 R * N 
* — . 5 
— . 
N — — 
_ L 1 > * — — — 3 5 
— pr - = 9 — —— — — Rn Ea” * \ 

ep eee EE OT ITY Ad — ä —ůů — 7 hs ” — 

PITT 5 — — 3 — 
4 N — he - Py : — 4 * e — — 9 * 

_ ITO 1 — — » — — 5 non 
Lhe SIDE — — IT = 
— 1 


. 4 2 ne 
N 3 THEY 
TT 8 
. , 


=o > 
_ 


Ta 


196 I AIN SENSE. . 


times to refide ſo much in the northern 


part of Germany, that I feel myſelf at home 
there, and ſome of the happieſt hours 1 ever 
knew were ſpent at Dreſden We wilt 85 f 


to Dreſden, Iwill introduce you to my ſiſ- 
ter We will go firſt to the Hague, from 


thence we may ſee every thing that the 


United Provinces have worthy. of obſerva- 
tion; I will ſhew you Hanover, Brunſwick, 


Hamburg; you ſhall viſit the ſhores of the 
Baltic, we will then turn to Berlin, there 


we may ſpend ſome time, but we e will win- 
ter at Dieſden 58 


„And by * route hall we come 


ba 2 aſked Ellen. 
„Oh, I will dure * civil Bohe- 


mia to Vienna, perhaps enter Italy; but 5 
chere are ſcenes with which I think you 
would be particularly Po in eee 


biſhoprick of Saltzburg.“ 


„think I ſhould like to g⁰ 7 "WER 
to Venice,” ſaid Ellen, “from thence thro?” 
the Tyrol to Switzerland I ſhould be ſorry 

to leave Sw itzerland out of our tours. but 
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we 1 to be furniſhing: materials for 2 
very long abſence 23 n 


— 


We could eaſily paſs 0 a much 
greater extent of country, than we have 
marked out; in much-lefs time chan "we 


think of being abſent. N 


es; paſs dovags: it, but tbar is not 


| oy manner in which we ſhould like to ſee it. 


This is only a rough ſketch” of what 


. we Sad we muſt model it as circum- 
| ſtances and inclinations may arlferft%; 37:4 


5:00 But do you really defign to lever Fo- | 
gland next week ? Is it poſſible we'fhould 


do ſo? Muſt we not have a travelling car- 


riage built? And your owWn affairs can 


vou put them into a proper ſtate in ſo ſhort ] 
an interval, to be left for ſo long a period?” 


e All this may be managed, give your- , 


ſelf no trouble about the matter; make 
what arrangements you may find neceſſary 


as ſpeedily as poſſible, and be affured I 


ſhall be ready to accompany you to town 
in leſs than a week in our way to Harwich.“ 
Sir William then left muy and with an 

| 5 K . . 


air as if he a Pat AH 1 his 
preparations; and Ellen retired to her 
room with a mind extremely diſtreſſed and 
embarraſſed by the conſideration of all that 
had paſſed ſince the preceding morning. 


' She could not help connecting this ſudden 


journey with the diſcontent and diſturbance 
Sir William had manifeſted the day before; 
but all her reaſoning and all her penetra- 
tion were unequal to the diſcovery of 
link that was between them. Sy 
From the habit, which 3 5 980 
principle, that Ellen had acquired, of al- 
ways looking on the bright ſide of events, 
and of opening her mind to all the good it 
was poſſible they could produce, ſne was 
enabled at this moment to fubdue a crowd 
of painful apprehenſions, and indiſtinct 
fears, that aroſe in her thoughts; and ſhe 
endeavouted to gather from ſome words. 
that had fallen from Sir William, that his 
_ preſent; conduct was defigned as the final 
teſt of her integrity and affection, and ſhe 
ſlattered herſelf - that a prudent manage- 
„ 1.200 ment 
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ment on her part wink fix the content of | 
her future life upon a tolerably firm baſis. 
It was this thought that had made her ſo- | 
readily yield her conſent, and reaſonable. 
deſire of ſeeing. her family before her de- 
parture, to the needleſs hurry, as it appear- 
ed to her, and capricious wiſhes of Sir Wil- 
liam; and it was this thought that inſpired! | 
her with fortitude to conceal the bitter re- 
.gret that ſhe felt in conſequence. of this 
facrifice: She was reſolved that Sir Wil- 
kam ſhould ſee, on her part, nothing but 
| good humour and alacrity, and ſhe hoped! 
that in the cheerfulneſs with which ſhe 
quitted every other attachment to accom- 
pany him, he would find a full refutation 
to thoſe umjuſt ſuſp picions that had hitherto 
2 deſtroyed der N 4ojgerher wie his 
1 5 OWN. : 4g ; FEY 
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HERE i is no vittue which 1 imme- 
diately produces i its own. reward, as 


a vigorous exertion of the mind, ariſing 


from a purity of principle. 


Ellen ſoon felt that cheerfulneſs and "Og 
alacrity which ſhe had judged it proper to 
aſſume; ſhe wrote without delay to her fa- 
FETs informing him of the j Journey ſhe was 
n . - © about 


;* 


/ 
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about to n But ſoftening as ap- 


parent -barlhneſs of their- declining to viſit 


Northumberland before they fat out, by re- 


preſenting hat Sir William's haſte, to be 


abroad aroſe from his ſolicitude on her ac- 
count, which would not ſuffer him to liſten 
to any delay ſhe intimated a vety pro- 
bable hope, that her abſence would be 
much ſhorter than was at preſent talked of; 
ſhe ſuggeſted that it would depend upon 


her perfect reſtoration to health, and as ſhe 


could truely ſay that all remains of indiſp J- 
_ ſition were even now triflipg- ſhe dwelt 
upon the almoſt certaiaty that, they muſt _ 
meet again early in the ſpring. She en- 
deavoured, by an appearance of cheerful- 
neſs and ſatisfaction, to leave no doubt 
upon the mind of her father, that the jour- 
ney met fully with her concurrence, and 
ſhe promiſed the moſt conſtant and ond 


details of all ſhe ſhould ſee or hear. xg 
The letter, however kindly haps or 


| e framed, by no means anſwered the 


purpoſe for which it was written. Mr. 
„ Nordaunt 
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| Mondaunt was truck by the glaring E007 Y 

_ ency of the degree of indiſpoſition that re- 

- quired fo precipitate a removal into ano- 
ther country, and the choice that had 
been made of the country to which the in- 
valid was to be removed. The climate of 

the Northern part of Germany ſeemed ill 

calculated for the recovery of a conſtitu- 

tion debilitated by ſick neſs and ſorrow. 
Ellen had indeed mentioned, as a con- 
: Waere motive for her journey, that from 
change of ſcene was hoped a relief to her 

ſpirits, as well as from change of climate to 
her health. But Mr. Mordaunt well knew, 
that if left to her own choice, Ellen would 
have ſought every relief that ſhe could 
hope for her mind in Northumberland, 
rather than elſewhere; and the cheerfulneſs 
which ſhe had aſſumed jn her manner of 
vriting, with the pleaſure ſhe affected to 

take in the proſpects before her, ſeemed to 
ſay that ſne did not ſtand i in | need FOR much 
: aſſiſtance | in this 1 | 


Theſe 


oy bete refleftions <a a Alfie 
ed Mr. Mordaunt, and he reſolved to fee 
Ellen before her departure; he wrote ac- 
"= cordingly to inform her of his intention, 
but that he might not delay for a moment 
a journey upon > which Ellen had deſeribed 
Sir William as ſo earneſtly bent, he told 
her that he ſhould immediately proceed to 
town, where he hoped he ſhould be time 
enough to catch them for a few hours as 
they paſſed. through it; he having under- 
ſtood from Ellen that Sir William did not 
| mean to make even a day's ſtay in the me- 
tropolis. But Sir William's batte Sed | 
Mr. Mordaunt's kind purpo | 
had he known the fears and alpen that 
had found their way into Mr. Mordaunt's - 
mind, he would willingly have ſpared not 
one day only, but ſeveral days, for the pur- 
poſe of removing them, yet it not having 
occurred to him that Mr. Mordaunt would 
not reſt ſatisfied with Ellen's repreſentation 
of the matter, he was not aware un hace 
wn either. fears or ſuſpicions to remove. 
eier, KG -* 
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On the very day that Ellen's letter arriv- 
ed at Groby Manor, ſhe and Sir William 
left Oakley for London: Contrary to the 

firſt plan, they paſſed two nights and a day 
there, but purſuing their journey the day 
following with diligence, they had ſailed 
from Harwich before Mr. Mordaunt reach- 
ed town. It; 5 
The eirbumtenct their had FEI El- | 
len a whole day in town was the ſudden 
marriage of her own maid. Jenny had 
been coùrted by a young man, ſon to one 
of Sir William's principal tenants; it had 
been agreed that the match was not to take 
place until the young man could take 4 
farm of his own, and this they had conſi- 
ſidered as ſome w hat a diſtant proſpect: But 
on want after Sir William had determined 
the plan of going abroad, his ſteward | 
1510 offered a farm to Thomas upon ſuch 
advantageous terms, that nothing was want- 
ing but the conſent of Jenny to become his 
wife, to make him one of the moſt con- 


— 1 men. Jenny ns to the im- 
: 5 „„ POO 
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-ofibility of hnvidhe ber Lady ſo ſuddenly,” 
and ſo much to her inconvenience; but her 
ſeruples'were ſoon overcome by the rheto- 
riet: Thomas, and ſhe mentioned, though 
wi. oome reluctance, to Ellen, how un- 
lucky it was that ſhe was obliged juſt then 
to go into foreign parts, when if ſhe had 
ſtajd at home ſhe' e kante hoek, married 
to Thomas. 4 15 
Ellen eakly ohdervivad * Ha as no 
Ses inconvenience ever cauſed her to 
heſitate when the happineſs of others de- 
pended upon her deciſion, ſhe cheered | 
Jenny with a ready and kind conſent to her 
remaining in England, and dp | aſſuring her 
that ſhe did not apprehend any unpleſant- 
neſs to herſelf i in ere ee 0 her: "ng 
Noe 9H 1n 
Sir Wihiam ſceined: highly lebe 
15 Ellen's diſintereſtedneſs on this oecaſion, 
and gratified both the miſtreſs and the 
maid, by making Jenny a very ane 
| muptial preſet.” „05 "£19544" 53 Ls ooo 11 ; 
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Edlen received this 200 of Sir William as 
" "FE nn proof, that his manner of think- 
ing was becoming more congeniab to her 
own. Of fervants he generally fpok de of 
cteatures of 'a lower order of beings, and 
who were bound, if well paid, to conſider 
themſelves, without murmuring, as the 
flaves of caprice, and the victims of y- 
ranny. She had feared he would have in- 
veighed at the ingratitude and unfeeling- 
_ nefs of Jenny, and ſhe had prepared ſeveral 
mollifyrng arguments to make him ſubmit 
quierly to the inconvenience her ſudden 
deſertion muſt occafion ; ſhe was much de- 
lighted to find him in fo different a diſpo- 
ſition, and readily acceded to his requeſt, 
that as ſhe had now no Engliſh ſervant, to 
Whoſe ſervices ſhe had been accuſtomed, 
ſhe would ſupply Jenny's place with a fo- 
_ reign one, which he affured her ſhe would 
_ dene more convenient mae der 1 
Ellen * written to o Tidy W to 


defte ſhe would find her ſome perſon who 
| 7 could 
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pn ſopply the 0 emergency, and 
the choice ſhe had been obliged to make 
between ſeveral candidates bad detained 
her in town. Having fixed upon the leaſt 
exceptionable, ſhe had diſmiſſed. Jenny, 
and with her new e * en 
on her journey. 
Nothing Lc 3 Mr. ie 
F e when, on his arrival in 
town, he found Ellen had left it; but he 
had ſuch comfortable aſſurances, both from 
Lady Almeria-and his ſon, of the ſtate of 
her health, and the caſe and apparent con- 
tentment of her mind, that he became per- 
fectly ſatisfied- in every reſpect but that of 
having miſſed the pleaſure of ſeeing her. 
He imputed the unneceſſary hurry which 
had accompanied their departure wholly to 
the ſolicitude of Sir William, to re- eſta- 
:  bliſh the health of Ellen, a little aided by 
the pleaſure that it was reaſonable to ſup- 
poſe he would feel in returning to the 
ſeenes and habits of foreign courts, as it 
was 11290 apparent that thoſe of his native 
country, 
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| country, were not en fo > pleaſing : to 
= hain" + Leynitrhd . by gd) 
| Mr. W ee to Nha 
| berland; well enabled, by the ſatisfaction 
his on mind bad received, to tranquillize 
the anxious apprehenſions of Ellen's friends 
and well wiſhers, who were, indeed, nume- 
dus as her acquaintance, with only the „ 
been perhaps, of her o.]n mother... 
Mrs: Mordaunt, however, had long ceaſ- 
ed to feel that rancour of diſlike which for 
many years had occaſioned ſo much miſery 
to Ellen: Her marriage had removed her 
from the ſituat ion where her ſuperior qua- 
lities had given Mrs: Mordaunt perpetual 
umbrage; and the power that this marriage 
had given Ellen of gratifying many of her 
mother's wiſhes, had in ſome; degree con- 
ciliated her affectionsaffections that ne - 
ver yielded but to the voice of ſelfiſnneſs. 
Ellen had taken care to fupply her con- 
i ſlantly with ſame new faſhionable article of 
_— drels, or furniture; he had written her 


every faſhionable anecdote, Se; could col 
lect, : 
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Malz and had S her wich every. new . 
play, or political pamphlet, which. made 
the converſation of the day; and which, 
from being early communicated to Mrs. 
NMordaunt, enabled her to ſupport that ſo- 
periority over her country neighbours, in 
which all the deſires of her ſtill exiſting va- 
nity ſeemed now to center: Mortification 
had humbled her, and, though it had not 
corrected the faults of her temper, it bad 
made her more careful to conceal them. 
The conſtant fight of her eldeſt and favo- 
rite daughter, who, with her two children 
drew their ſcanty ſupport, and to the in- 
convenience of the family, wholly from 
Mr. Mordaunt, was ſuch an undeniable 


proof of the fatal conſequences of her mis - 


judging pride and vanity, as compelled her 


- to appear to adjure the principle that had 
led to ſuch fatal, miſtakes: ſhe no longer 


dared to expreſs a deſire to rule in a family, 


every individual of which (| uffered in one 
way or other from her once unbounded 
: ep A never intermitting diſcontent 


preyed 
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 wilither, or invited her daughter to partake | 
with her in the amuſements of her country | 
houſe, or the gaieties of a London life. 
The unwiſe and unjuſtifiable partiality ſhe 
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f p 1 upon her IE and; aidrinizet her 
conſtitution. The marriage of her for with. 


Lady Almeria, from-which ſhe bad hoped 


to have derived fo: much ſatisfaction and 


conſequence, yd en neither one nor 


the other... 


Lady . Hons hp: Ms iſ 
wala diſreſpect, never condeſcended to 


Rad manifefted towards her fon, he repaid, 


motive: No conſideration for her maternal 
tenderneſs foftened with him the cenſure 


which her character ſo well juſtified, and 


be by turns ridiculed and difregarded her. 


From Mr. Mordaunt, however, ſfe con- 
tinued to receive every mark of conſidera- 
tion and Kindneſs, and as her increaſing 
ill health ſoftene 
more and more, all paſt offences were by 
45 N forgotten by 8 n 


his heart towards her 


1 l ; po 
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me his firſt KW: per 0 revive"! in bis 


Fm the con demphtsen wy a e 


| 0 ſelfiſh as Mrs. Mordaunt's it is Oe” to 


iurn the mind to that of Henrys. 


Stunned as he was at the firſt W 


of Elten's journey to the continent, and by 


he certainty that ſhe was thus removed 


from his fight and obſervation, yet when 
he learnt from Lady Almeria her improved 
health, and apparently recovered eaſe” of 
mind, he found ample compenſation for 
every ſelfiſn pang, in the hope that ſhe was 
now about to reap the reward of a virtue 


and ſtrength of mind, which had proved 
itſelf ſuperior to all the buffetings and 


croſſes of fortune. In the progreſs, and 
event, as he hoped it would prove, of ber 


trials, he acknowledged the force of that 
Principle of the mind, which makes the in- 


violable preſervation of a once vowed duty 
the rule for conduct, and the ſtandard: 'of 

dappinels e | 
5 = Ellen 
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Elen will purſue, thought he, her patlr 
of rectitude in foreign climes, far, far diſ- 
tant, it is true, from me, but if I am en- 
enabled to tread the line marked out for 


me, with an eqpally ſteady, foot, then, in 
ſpite of preſent diſtance, and probably fu - 
ture ſeparation, we ſhall meet at laſt meet 


where no decorum, no unjuſt ſuſpicions, no 


unworthy fear will reſtrain the pleaſures of 


our intercourſe; we ſhall meet where we 


ſnall be allowably. dear to each SG thro! 
"2 long. and happy: er. Nee 
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of Elloncenjlenyon red to conſole. themſelves 
for her abſence, ſhe was purſuing her route 
abroad with much leſs ane H 1al ſhe 
had promiſed herſelf; =O) a7 01 


The haſte with which faced quitted 


ee had occaſioned that every hour 
from the moment when the, ſcheme was 


firſt ſuggeſted to that in which it had taken 


place, had been wholly occupied with pre- 
parations for the journey, and the had little 


leiſure or opportunity to attend to the oc- 


cupations of Sir William, who was: equally 


165 = engaged 


flattering hopes the Engliſn friends 
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5 engaged with herſelf. In the little commu- 

| nication. ſhe had with him on any ſubject 5 
apart from the one that ſo mutually em- 
ployed their thoughts, ſhe had reaſon to be- 
lieve him ſatisfied with her, and though 
his ſatisfaction was not accompanied by the 

gaiety that it uſed. to be, before any un- 
kindneſs had ariſen between them, yet it : 
appeared of that genuine kind which. pro- 
: m continuance and increaſe. 

Ellen, however ſoon began to fear that 

18 illin eis to believe the bett had de- 
ceived heres 55-5 $97 | 
A profound Sone = a n | 
ſeemed to have pervaded the mind of Sir 
William; he treated her with an auſtere 
coldneſs, totally different from any thing 
ſhe had hitherto. ſeen in him; and as the 
burſt of paſſion and ſallies of ill humour ſhe 
had before been expoſed to, had appeared 
the reſult of ſudden and irreſiſtible ſuſpi- 
cion, and had therefore ſubſided as the ſuſ- 
picion vaniſhed; the arbitrary ſeverity that 
he now aſſumed towards her, ſeemed as if 
it could only be juſtified by a conviction 


ram s ½ IR”: 


of bind 2 It h tone of 
adeſpotic huſband, that he now took N 

ua, and he exter ded his pri: ileges to 
regulating the moſt ie articles of hav 
economy: her on ſervant appeared to be 
particularly the object of his capriee, repeat · 
edly Ellen was obliged to change herattend- 
ant, and every fucceeding one ſeemed but 
the more the object of Sir William's diſlike. 
Ellen's correſpondence with her Engliſn 
Sieht was more than every thing elſe a 
cCauſe of offence to Sir William; he re- 
Feen, How'd con Es ek nn n en ane wa 


every ene ee ak 2 
and ſometimes ſcrupled not to hint that 
they ſhould never be happy together until 
ſhe broke 'oPallomorovurke » with Oy one 0 
but bimſelf. C13 W348 | 
Ellen . a \deaf ear to o all lach ren 

_ ations; nothing ſhe was reſolved ſhould in- 
duce her to make ſuch a ſacrifice of her 
duty, nor any thing but force compel her 
5 WT 
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td it. All de affections in a good 3 * 
would ſhe ſometimes ſay, are ſo cloſely- 
entwined; that the one cannot be deſtroyed 

without the deſtruction of the others. If 
I did not love my parents, my fiters, and 
my friends, I could not love you.“ 
Sir William underſtood nothing of this, 
and as he had given vp the hope of being 
beloved by Ellen, his preſent unkindneſs 
was rather the reſult of ill humour, than 
che effect of jealouſy. Of the guilt of El- 
len he had no doubt; the readineſs with 
which ſhe had concurred! in his ſchenie for- 
leaving England, the cheerfulneſs acitighed; 
humour which had accompanied this con- 
currence, he ads cg _ pa that 
had pervaded her holes conduct, an — 
firſt hour of their marriage an bypocriſy: 
that ſwelled her guilt in his apprehenſion! 
beyond all bounds, and excited in his breaſt 
a proportionate reſentment: he had been 
willing to appear duped by it while it could 
any ways further his own purpoſes but he 


was determined, to Paige it by cveiy act of 
98 25 X 1 | © unkindneſs 
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£ nakindovly and b that an irritats 
ed and revengeful mind could ſuggeſt. 
Ina more generous and candid diſpoſition 
: than Sir William' s, the conciliating and af- 
fectionate manners of Ellen, with the i inge 
nuous frankneſs of her ſentiments, muſt 
have produced different effects; they muſt 
have induced a doubt of the ſtrongeſt ap- 
pearances that indicated guilt in her, they 
mult have led to explanation and acquittal; 
or at leaſt they muſt have ſuſpended con- 
demnation, and withheld the arm of _ 
tiſement. | | 
But Sir William's a was a 
nothing could now divert him from his pur- 
Poſe. It is true, had he been entirely maſter 
of himſelf, he would, until the moment of 
putting it into execution have concealed 
all defire of vengeance; but the ill paſſions 
rankling in his heart broke out, in ſpite of 
every effort to the contrary, into paroxyſms 
of tyrauny and ill humour, and poor Ellen | 
was the victim of them all. 
An theſe circumſtances it is not to be 
wondered at, if Ellen placed her moſt fer- 
n . L. by yent 
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vent wiſhes on a return to England, or that 


ſhe found little real ſatisfaction from the va- 


rying objects that occurred; but ſtill Ellen's 
diſpoſition and principle of making the beſt 
of every thing did not forſake her. Her 
perfect good ſenſe directed her to the beſt. 
means for attaining this end; it taught her 
to keep her own paſſions under controul, 
it repreſſed the tyranny of imagination, it 
enabled her to balance the real good and 

evil of her ſituation, and it ſhewed her that 

in the ſcale of human miſeries there were 
more above than below her. The circum- 
ſtances of every day ſeemed however to 
change this proportion. 
The preſſure of Sir William's il 3 | 
became ſo perpetual, that Ellen, with all 
her patience and ingenuity, could ſcarcely 
contrive to eſcape one moment its weight; 
- ſhe hardly knew how to extract one drop 
of comfort from any reflection that her pre- 
ſent ſituation or future proſpects afforded. 
She had nearly loſt all hope that any 
conduct of hers could meliorate the diſpo- 
ſition of Sir * and ſhe was farther 
confirmed 
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confirmed in this hopeleſſneſs by conſider- 
ing that his preſent unkindneſs could not be 
the fruits of any ſuſpicion ariſing from the 
events of the paſſing hour. She was ſepa- 
rated from all who were dear to her ſhe 
was alone with Sir William in a world 
where there did not exiſt an individual who 
engaged her attention, or intereſted her af- 
fections, what then could he ſuſpect? what 
then could he fear? It was not poſſible that 
the events of the preſent time ſhould excite 
either fears or ſuſpicions, this ill treatment 
therefore ſhe could only impute to a deep 
reſentment for former imagined offences, 
to eſtranged affections, and to en tem- 
per, evils hopeleſs of cure. 

. Mild reaſonings, cheerful elders al- 
fectionate attention, and hitherto unwearied 
patience, ſhe had tried in vain; ſhe knew of 
no other remedies, and reſigning hope, ſhe 
_ endeavoured to arm herſelf with a double | 

ſtock of fortitude, and thus ſtrove to ſup- 

port with calmneſs and dignity the miſeries 
of a deſtiny ſhe knew not how to eſcape. 
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de OY hope little from time, n 
as the diſſolver of that union which as long 
as it laſted ſhe was now convinced muſt be 
a ſource of unallayed affliction to her: but 
it was not in Ellen's nature, even in wiſh, 
to eſtabliſh her happineſs on the death of a 
fellow creature, nor in her chaſtened and 
religious mind, to deſire to accelerate to 
herſelf ſo awful a period; ſhe was deſiſous 
in this, as in every other particular, to re- 
fer herſelf wholly and without reſerve to the 
diſpoſal of a Being, on whoſe wiſdom and 
goodneſs ſhe had the moſt profound and 
unſhaken reliance. She left events to his 
care, who in ſuperintending an univerſe 5 
withdraws not his attention for an inſtant 
from the ſmalleſt atom of which it is com- 
poſed; and bent her ſolicitude undivided 
to the right conduct of that part allotted to 
| ther, and on the performance of which de- 
pended a happineſs, or milery, as unlimited 
in degree as duration. 
Ellen judging it en FIR to NPY if 
pole, all " If rang. allowed her 
"we 
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KF nale . for reflecting di cha» 
grins, ſhe contrived to be almoſt wholly o- 
cupied by the variety of perſons and things 
that their continual journeyings threw in 


her way, and as her general knowledge and 


the cultivation of her mind, fitted her to en- 


joy the beſt converſation, and ſupplied her 


with obſervations and reflections upon every 
ſubject of curioſity that occurred either in 
nature or art, however ſhe might be de- 


prived of happineſs, ſhe was by no means 


deſtitute of a very intereſting amuſement. 


She never yielded to the ſupineneſs and 
+ langour which, from the hopeleſſneſs of her 


ſorrow, would ſometimes invade her mind; 


ſhe conſidered it as a ſignal to rekindle her 


| activity, and to double her efforts toward 
procuring occupation. : 
They moved from place to place, ac- 


de to the will and caprice of Sir Wil- 


liam, and having conſumed ſome months 


in viſiting ſeveral of the Northern Courts 


of Germany, on the ſhores of the Baltic, 


and in a ſhort reſidence at Berlin, they 


„„ found 
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found themſelves towards the end of De- 
cember. ſettled in a pleaſant houſe on the 
banks of the Elbe. 85 > 

Ellen was, on her firſt arrival at Dreſden, 


introduced to. Sir William's fiſter ; ſhe 


found her perfectly well bred, and highly 


accompliſhed, aſſiduous to render her all 


the little offices and attentions that polite- 


neſs required, but apparently without a wiſh 
to cultivate any intimacy with her, beyond 


what common.-civility demanded. There 
ſeemed to be little attraction between their 
characters: Madam Teſchen bad been ſo 
long abſent from her country, that Eng- 


Wa had no place in her affections—her 
ſentiments and her inclinations were Ger- 


man, and the evident diſregard and cold- 
neſs with which Sir William treated Ellen, 
muſt unavoidably give her an unfavorable 
idea of her character, that it could not be 


expected in the kind of intercourſe that 


took place between them, Ellen would be 
able to ee 


— 
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- CHAP. XVII. 


| «Patience herſelf, what Goddeſs &'er me his 
.66 Does: leſſer blench at ſufferance than does ſhe.” 


MAR IIT EEE» 


\LLEN OTE ſoon found that neither 
with Madam Teſchen or any one elſe 


was it Sir William's wiſh that ſhe ſlioub! al- 
ſociate, he ſeemed unwilling that the (hould 


be known, or that ſhe ſhould have it in her 


power to make herſelf friends. . 
Aſter ſhe had been introduced at court, 


and into all ſuch houſes as Sir William had 
been formerly acquainted with, and after 


| ſhe had ſeen all that the place afforded 
worthy of curioſity, Sir William made it 


appear very 11 N that he never was ſo 
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well pleaſed with her, as when he remained 
m up in her own habitation. 
This deſire of Sir William's to ſeclude : 
her from all ſociety, agreed much better 
with her inclinations than her prudence. 
Sir William was ſeldom at home, and thus 
left to herſelf, and deprived of the means of 
indulging the active propenſities of her 
mind, or the benevolent diſpoſitions of her 
heart, ſhe found no intereſt in the common 
occupation which her books or her works 
afforded, ſufficiently powerful at all times 
to ſuſpend the querulouſneſs of N 1 
the anticipation of fear. 
It became abſolutely neceſſary to find 
ſome employment, which from its novelty 
might engage her whole attention. In this 
dilemma the advantage that would accrue 
from learning the German tongue occurred 
to her; hitherto ſhe had never continued 
long enough in any one place to attempt it, 
but ſhe had now more than ſufficient leiſure: | 
It had been repreſented to her as extremely 


difficult, but this was rather an inducement 
| e to 
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to her to attempt to ks it at this time, 


than any diſcouragement. Whatever would 


call for the greateſt exertion of her faculties, 


and demand the largeſt ſhare of her atten- 


tion, would anſwer her preſent purpoſe in 
ſeeking employment, the beſt; ſhe there- 


fore reſolved to learn German, and ſhe 
hoped in the labours of her underſtanding 
to forget the ſorrows of her heart. She en- 
tered therefore upon her taſk with avidity, 
her maſter attended her every day, and the 
eagerneſs with which ſhe bent her whole 
mind to the buſineſs, with her natural ta- 
lents, ſoon convinced her that the difficul- 
ties of the language had been exaggerated; 


» 


ſhe was not however diſappointed in the 


main end, the newneſs of the purſuit in- 


tereſted her, it filled her time, and it filled 
her thoughts, it prevented her thinking of 
herſelf ;—employment (thought ws is the 
great ſecret of contentment. _ 

She had been thus buſied about ten Sa 


when Sir William, whom ſhe ſeldom ſaw 


in the courſe of the day for more than a 
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few minutes at a time, and who knew no- 
thing of her new employment, e 
ly entered her apartment. 

He aſked in Engliſh, angrily and * 
ly, what ſhe was about. 

«Iam ee German,” ſaid Ellen 
with a ſmile. 

« And do you not RN 8 
enough?” returned he rudely, what af. 
fectation is this of the love of ſtudy?” _ 

Ellen doubted whether ſhe heard him 
aright : Amongſt all the foibles of Sir Wil. 
liam's character, he had always appeared 
wholly free from the mean jealouſy which 
ſome men betray of female talents and fe- 
male acquirements ; on the contrary, ſhe 
had often heard him declare, that in mar- 
rying he had ſought not merely a miſtreſs | 
but a companion, and he had ſaid, that his 
choice of her had been as much determined 
by the cultivation of her mind, as by the 
attractions of her perſon, or the ſweetneſs 
of 1 tem mon | 


It 


EC 
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It is true, theſe were the fondneſſes of 
his early love, and might be, with reſpect 
to herſelf, no more than the flatteries of it, 
but ſhe had invariably ſeen him ſeek the 
| ſociety of the beſt informed females, and he 

had always appeared to have' a more than 
common pleaſure in their converſation. 

She knew-not therefore what to impute 
his ſudden. diſpleaſure to his diſcovery of 

her deſire to add another language to thoſe 
which ſhe already underſtood. 

C You are not ſerious,” ſaid ſhe, < that 

my attempt to learn German gives you of- 
fene? | 
ka perfectly ſo, and I deſire you will; im- 
mediately diſmiſs that gentleman there, and 
inform him that you ſhall not wh es robes 5 
his attendance.” | 
Ellen turning to the Gerin told hank 
in French, that ſhe was at preſent particu- 
larly engaged, and that ſhe would let him 
know when ſhe again wiſhed to ſee him.“ 
The man departed, and Ellen turning to 
Sir William ſaid, Pray what am I to un- 


derſtand from all this?? . 
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is That it is s my will that you do not learn 
German, and that any farther attempt to ac- 
quire the language will be, on your aun 


an act of diſobedience.” 


« You have ſo little uſed me to ſo au- 
chatiticive a ſtyle, that you muſt forgive me 
if I fay I am fomewhat ſurpriſed with it.“ 
I know the new philoſophy of matri- 
mony, as with every thing elſe, is equality; 
but ] believe we were united upon the old 
terms of the wife's obedience and ſubordi- 
nation, and there ought to be nothing ſur- 
priſing if I exa&t from you no more than 
what you voluntarily engaged to perform.” 
i thought Iunderſtood, “ returned Ellen, 
« that you preferred receiving your rights 


in the free-will offering of love, rather than 


in the tribute of duty; if Iam miftaken, of 
two unhappy people you will be the moſt 
to be pitied—but you may be aſſured you 


ſhall moſt ſtrictly receive your due.” 


If there ever were a time when I had 


ſuch an option,“ ſaid Sir William with a a 


ſigh, © is it not gone for ever ? Will you, 
(added 
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(added has after ſome little pauſe) will you 


order your maid to fold up thoſe books? 
pointing to the German grammar, &c. that | 
lay upon the table, and 1 wa 2g my 


ſeal on them ?” 


« will do it myſelf, ” ſaid Ellen, aids im- 
mediately wrapping up all the books and 
papers relating to the intended ſtudy, ſhe 


bound them round with a ſtring, lighted 
her taper, and preſented the parcel, and a 
ſtick of ſealing wax to Sir William, 


While ſhe was thus employed, Sir Wil- 
liam regarded her with the moſt fixed and 


melancholy attention. Preſerving an inva- 
riable filence, he took the wax from her, 


5 melted it at the taper, dropped ſome drops 


on the ſtring, and impreſſed it with his ſeal, 


then caſting up his . Oh 1” exclaimed 5 


he, with a deep ſigh, that there were a 


poſſibility of a doubt! that I might be 


again deceived |!” and, ſo pings he hurried 


out of the room. 
* «© Miſerable inconſiſtency | * mid Ellen, 


: baking quite oppreſſed 1 into a chair, thus 
ardently 
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ardently to defire to be beloved, thus afti- 
duouſly to deſtroy all ground for affection.“ 
After this incident Sir William ſeemed 
as if more than ever to ſhun being alone 
with Ellen, he appeared as if afraid that ſhe 
might reſume her influence over his mind. 
Her preſent ſituation made her particularly 
intereſting, ſhe was again with child, and 
ſhe could not help remarking with ſurpriſe, 
that notwithſtanding Sir William's increaſ- 
ing indifference towards her, this circum- 
ſtance ſeemed to give him much more ſa- 
tisfaction than he appeared to derive from 
it, when ſhe believed herſelf in the full poſ- 
ſeſſion of his affections. To herſelf i it con- 
veyed little happineſs. 
The preſent depreſſed Rate of her wind 
and the remembrance of the bitter diſap- 
pointment in which her former hopes from 
the ſame ſource had ended, deprived her of 
the power of looking forward to the birth 


of her child either as an alleviation to her 


own ſorrows, or as the probable beginning 
of a ſtate of happineſs to another human 7 
being. ORs 


In 


— 
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In this manner the winter paſſed away at 

Dreſden—Sir William had been more than 
once abſent from her for two or three nights 
at a time, either engaged in viſits to ſuch of 
his former friends as reſided at ſome diſtance _ 
from Dreſden, or in the purſuits of the ſports 
of the field. For the latter purpoſe he de- 
clared his intention, in the early part of the 
ſpring, of eſtabliſhing himſelf for ſome little 
time in a Saxon village, on the confines of 
Bohemia, it was a part of the country. with 
which he was well acquainted, and which 
would afford him plenty of game; and 

from the liberty of ſporting that he had re- 
_ ceived from many of his friends, it would 

be fully in his power to purſue it. 

Ellen had no reluctance to accompany 
him; ſhe rather hoped advantage from 
change of place, than dreaded any increaſe 
to her preſent chagrins ; and Dreſden had 

been too melancholy a ſojourn to her for her 
not to find ſome relief in bidding it adieu. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 


4 Studifi ognun glovare altrui, ch'> rade 
Volte il ben far, ſenza Y ſuo premio ſia. 
|  ARIOSTO. 


HEY were eon tech in a ſmall hooks . 
little better than a cottage, in a ſmall 
Saxon village, ſituated in the mountain that 
ſeparates Saxony from Bohemia. Here how» . 
ever, having previouſly provided themſelves 
wich every neceſſary at Dreſden, they want- 
ed none of the comforts and conveniencies 
of life to which they had been accuſtomed. 
Ellen ſoon began to think her fituation 
much improved - the manners and appear- 
ance of the villagers became extremely in- 
tereſting to her: In a little hamlet, ſcarce- 
2 non 
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ay contaiding twenty aki ſurrounded by 
extenſive foreſts, and apparently ſhut up by 
rugged and almoſt inacceſſible rocks, from 
all intercourſe with civilized life, Ellen 
found a gaiety, a hoſpitality, a ſociability of 
manners, that ſhe had often in vain ſought 
for in more poliſhed ſocieties, Theſe were 
accompanied, it is true, by the hardeſt la- 
bour, but the virtuous exertions of indivi- 
duals for the ſupport of their reſpective fa- 
milies, ſeemed to be the ſource of no ob- 
ſtruction to the general hilarity. 
Ellen alſo obſerved, with pleaſure, chat - 
almoſt every body 110 read, and that this 
general diffuſion of knowledge was far from 
being any obſtacle to any of the cares of the 
moſt aſſiduous houſewifery. Clean, active, 
and ſpirited, the women particularly charm- 
ed her by the beauty of their ſhapes, and 
the animation of their looks; and ſhe more 
than ever regretted the want of a e 
Mb between them and herſelf. 
In ſpite of this obſtruction to their more 
intimase intercourſe, Ellen ſpent much of 
„„ her 
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her time in the cottages and in walks 
through the adjacent woods; ſhe longed to 
clamber amongſt the rocks, as ſhe had been 


accuſtomed to do in happier days in dear 


Northumberland, but this her preſent © cir- 


25 cumſtances forbade. 


Sir William was ſo frequently e, 
that he knew little how ſhe paſſed her time, 
and had he known, it could have made no 
P 9 
One of her favorite waltcs! was round the 
back part of the village through a ſmall 
wood, which led along the ſide of a rivuler, 
which coming ſuddenly to an abrupt and 
ſomewhat ſteep rock, overgrown by bruſh- 
wood, threw itſelf down with a precipitan- 
cy that produced in miniature one of the 
moſt beautiful caſcades imaginable. The 
path wound genily below this rock, and 
the rivulet, after its fall, reſuming its calm» | 
neſs, flowed quietly along the valley. 
Immediately at the foot of this rock was 
placed a cottage, which from its ſituation and 
the accompanying features of the ſurround- 


ing 
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ing ſcene, was pictureſque beyond deſcrip- 
tion, and Ellen had often ſtood contempla- 
ting it from above with a pleaſure inexpreſ- 
ſible, and often had ſhe deſcended to reft 
herſelf on the bench at its door, and to re- 
ceive the welcome refreſhment of a bowl of 
milk, with which its hoſpitable inhabitants 
were always willing to ſupply her. 
One morning ſhe directed her ſteps to the 
favorite ſpot, and finding herſelf more than 
_  uſvally fatigued with her walk, thought with 
uncommon ſatisfaction of her reſting: place 
the bench. What then was her grief and 
diſappointment when arriving on the top 
of the rock, from whence firſt the cottage. 
could be ſeen, ſhe looked for it in vain ? 
The cottage was no more, but from its ſcite 
aroſe a curling ſmoke, which told with too 
much certainty its fate. Of ſelf in ſuch a 
moment no one would have thought, El- 
len knew not that ſhe exiſted, but ran with 
a precipitancy round the rock that left her 
no breath when ſhearrivedatthebottom of it. 
Here (he found the ruined and deſolated 
family, 
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family, given up to all the horrors of de- 
ſpair. It conſiſted of a mother, two daugh- 
ters, and three children, the offspring of 
one of the daughters, the huſband of whom, 

a miner, being at preſent engaged at ſome. 
diſtance from his home, and left the help- 
leſs females without that aſſiſtance which 
would probably have averted a calamity, 
Which, with a lamentation uſeleſs as their 
own, he would now only be able to deplore. 
On the fight of Ellen, all the poor ſuf- 
ferers gathered around her; the old woman 
graſped her hand, the children caught hold 
of her cloaths, the mother pointed to her 


ruined cottage, and then to her infants. 


The appeal was irreſiſtible, there was no 
need of language the note of ſupplication 
is the ſame in all—Ellen's heart was ever 
reſponſive to its cry; ſhe returned the preſ- 
ſure of the old woman's hand, ſhe embrac- 
ed the children, ſhe took out her purſe, it 
contained not much, for the ſupplies of Sir 
William were no longer regular; but hap- 
pily much was not wanted. The ruin, it is 
true, was compleat, but the means of re- 
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covery were not very extended—Ellen gave 
all ſhe had, it appeared a mine of wealth to 
[the receivers, and their expreſſions of grati- 
tude, were more than the feeling heart | 
of Ellen could bear. The bench was gone, 
but ſhe ſat down on a ſtone, and the younger 
ſiſter, who was the firſt to obſerve her emo- 
tion, ran haſtily to the rivulet, and brought 
her a little water in a wooden bowl; Ellen 
drank it and was relieved, and roſe to de- 
part. Again the gratitude of the now bappy 
family threw them at her feet. 0 
At length eſcaped from theſe, to her, pain- 
ful effuſions of their feelings, Ellen turned 
her ſteps home wards with a lightened purſe; 
but with a heart ten times more lightened. 
She had not known a ſenſation ſo delightful 
ſince the day in which ſhe had relieved the Sr 
diſtreſſes of the grandſon of old Deborah. 
Oh! ſaid ſhe to herſelf, how little do thoſe 
know of happineſs, who confine it to the 
gratification of ſelf! | | 
Ellen now grew ſo near the time of her 
confinement, that ſhe began earneſtly to 
wiſh that Sir William, would remove from 


their 
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their preſent fituation. It bad: been deter- 
mined that ſhe ſhould lie-in at Vienna, and 
that from thence, after her recovery, they 
ſhould proſecute their tour: a tour, which 
Ellen no longer wiſhed to be extended. 
Fer wiſhes were fixed on England, and ſhe 
ſometimes thought if ſhe might be permit- 


ed to return thither, with a healthy baby in 


ber arms, ſhe might ſtill ſecure to herſelf a 
tolerable portion of happineſs  _ 
Day after day paſſed away, and Sir Wil- 
| Ham ſtill found new reaſons for continuing 
Where they were, but at length their removal 
could be delayed no longer, if indeed Ellen 
was to arrive at Vienna before her lying-in. 
Sir William had for ſome time paſt ſuſ- 
pended the unceaſing attention, which on 
their firſt leaving England he had ſhown 
to the perſonal attendants upon Ellen; her 
preſent ſervant had lived with her ſince her 
arrival at Dreſden, and ſhe had no reaſon 
to wiſh to change her. Two days, however, 
before the day on which it was now. fixed 
they ſhould leave the village, Sir William 
expreſſed the moſt pointed diſapprobation . 
| . | $4 
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of her: told of his ſaſpicions of ba honeſty, 


complained of her impertinence, and de- 
Grad Ellen would diſmiſs her. | 


Ellen could not help a little remonſtrat- 5 15 


ing againſt a requeſt, the compliance with 
which would expoſe her to all the fatigues : 
and inconveniencies of a long journey in 
her preſent helpleſs circumſtances, without 
the aſſiſtance ſhe had been ſo long accuſ- 
tomed to, and ſhe propoſed that ſhe might 
be allowed to retain her ſervant until her 
arrival at Vienna, when ſhe ſaid ſhe would 
_ willingly diſcharge her. Sir William urged 
her immediate diſmiſſion, and whatever 
were the inconveniences that Ellen might 
| fear from it, ſhe thought them leſs than thoſe 
which attended a conteſt with Sir William; 
ſhe therefore acquieſced, and Sir Wil- 
- liam promiſed to ſeek out ſome peaſant's 
daughter, who might accompany them on 
their journey, and continue with Ellen until 
ſhe could find e more to her r mind 
at Vienna. . 
Fortunately his enquiries were e anſwered | 
by a rau perſon who was Juſt. denen 
| from 


* 
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From Sicken at Dreſden, and ſhe willingly mY 
conſented to attend upon Ellen as long as 
ſhe wiſhed her to do ſo. The caprice that 
Sir William manifeſted in theſe particulars, 
was not confined to the attendants upon 
Ellen, he had repeatedly parted with his 
own perſonal ſervant, and at this time their 
whole ſuite conſiſted of the _—_— md 1 
Saxon girl, and one footman. EZ 

* We will eſtabliſh -ourſelves e = 
bly at Vienna,” ſaid Sir William, * already 
we have a good Houſe taken there, and 1 
have deſired a female friend of mine to 
hire us ſervants. I will now add to che lift ; 
a femme de chambre for you.” | 
My dear Sir William,“ ſaid Ellen mg 
ſing his hand, How happy ſhould I be if 
you would realize your words. If indeed we 
might have a comfortable eſtabliſhment any 

where, Long have we wanted it, and yet 

every comfort and every ee ſeem to 
be in our power.! “ 

ge ſatisfied,” ſaid Sir William, all will | 


Avon: be as it vage be! 
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